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DEDICATION. 


To the PresIDENT, Vice PRESIDENT, and 
MEMBERS of the SoclETY, instituled for the 
protection of trade against Swindlers and 
Sharpers. 


GrenTLEMEN, 


A WORK that has for its object, the deve- 
lopement and exposure of the arts, devices, and manceu- 
vres, by which SwixpLess elude your vigilance, and (in 


Spite of the spirited measures you direct against them), 


* prosecute their depredations with impunity ;—cannot 
be more properly dedicated than to you. 

To your patronage, therefore, the fol- 

| lowing miscellany is recommended, and your co- 


operative endeavours to promote its circulation humbly 


requested, by 


Gentlemen, 


Your most obedient and 
Most humble servant, 


THE EDITOR. 


PRE FACE. 


* % 66% ———— 


Ir is the common practice of great men, whether 
celebrated for virtue or villainy, to keep journals.—The 
writer of the memorandums from which the following 
memoirs are taken, seems to have been actuated by a de- 
Sire,to surpass in these records of his own infamy, the 
Confessions of Rovssxav,—in this object he could not fail 
of success: for the faults of that eccentric philosopher 
were ballanced by numerous and splendid virtues; but 
the unexampled turpitude which gives infernal pre- 
eminence to the Kixs of the SwixpLess, hath extinguished 
in him every spark of moral and social virtue; and no 
Sentiment or exercise of goodness occurs, in the transac- 
tions or adventures of sixteen years; by which the reader 
of his journal obtains a moment's respite, from the con- 


templation of human nature, in its most despicable and 
horrid form. 


This singular miscellany fell into the Editor's hands 
through the carelessness of its owner, who left it on the 
seat of a hackney coach, which he quitted at a small dis- 
tance from the office of an advertising money lender in 
Poland Street, —He was instantly succeeded by a lady, 
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who took possession of his journal, and after satisfying her 
own curiosity, gave it to the Editor; earnestly recommend- 
ing the exposure of its contents, for the information and 
benefit of the community. 


Tue mere possessi on, under these circumstances, did 
not, in the Editor's opinion, authorize his publisbing, or 
justify his retaining it: he therefore advertised the manu- 
script, —offering to resign it to the bearer of any memo- 
randum or conſession, agreeing in substance and character 


with the original ; and declaring his determination (if not 


claimed in a given time), to prepare it for the press, and 
to publish it as soon as possible. 


Having thus satisfied every punctilious consideration, 
and no claim being made; he hath fulfiled his promise, 
and discharged his duty to the public, by promulging its 
contents. 


[ 


The Editor hath in various instances been obliged to 


arrange his materials (for the sake of perspicuity) in a 


more connected order than they are presented in the ma- 
nuscript. Many of the adventures, enterprizes and ex- 
ploits that were recorded in scattered hints, and memoran- 
dums by the Kine, are therefore stated narratively : but 
he assures the reader that in such cases, he has neither 
presumed to indulge his fancy, —to deviate from the 
obvious meaning of the writer, — nor to paint him in live- 
lier colours than he paints himself. _ 


It is to be observed that the introductory soliloquy, in 
in which the Ke commences his confessions,—repre- 
sents his situation and feelings at the awful and interesting 
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moment, that immediately succeeded the firing of the 
King's Bench prison, by the rioters in the year seventeen 
hundred and eighty :—and that several subsequent pages 
of his journal, apply principally to the events of that 
memorable period, 
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The Editor thinks it necessary (before he closes his 
preface), to premise to his readers the King's apology for 
his confessions ; lest the atrociousness of the facts and 
principles he avows, should induce a doubt of their being 
fairly stated, as they are declared to be, from his own jour- 

nal. The occasion which suggested his apology, will be 
= geen in its proper place, —the apology itself, is as follows: 


ce If this unreserved avowal of my thoughts and actions, 
te ever meet any other eye than my own, it will probably 
be imputed to madness or folly. It is, notwithstanding, 
% measure of consummate prudence and wisdom : 
« for having never possessed the qualities and disposi- 
tions essential to friendship, or even cordial inter- 
„course ;—I have no confidential communications: and 
* to this I am probably indebted for the length and 
% prosperity of my rcign. My journal, therefore, is to 
ce me as a confident.—lt enables me to disclose myself, 
without hazard of being betrayed ; and to rehearse my 
« exploits, without incurring danger, or exposing my- 
« self to disgrace. My frequent perplexities, my vanity, 
*© or the exultations of success would otherwise irresis- 
„ tibly impel me, (as Mivas was impelled to discover 
« he had ass's ears,) to be more communicative, than 
« might accord with my interest, or be consistent with 


«« my personal safety.“ 
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Though repeated advertisements of this extraordinary manus- 
cript produced no claimant ;—yet, various persons, applying to 
themselves, the title of Kix of the SwixDLERs;—have endea- 
voured by artful, and outrageous means, to embarrass, and pre- 
vent the publication of it. But the Editor, (regardless to 
win the title may belong,) will neither be diverted, or inti- 
midated, from exposing the nefarious arts; through which the 
numerous, and manifold deceptions, fiauds, and depredations, 
recorded in the journal of his Predutorial Majesty, were 
accomplished: 


« And if the crown fits more than one, 
Each rogue :t {its may put it on., 


AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS 


AND 


CONFESSIONS. 


JUNE 7, 1780. 


II is an ill wind that blows no body good.” — 
This glorious conflagration hath delivered me 
from the bowels of a prison, and enabled me 


« To walk forth at large, and wander free as air.“ 


Though not much given to prayer, I cannot 
resist the impulse of the present occasion.— 
May the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 


prosper the righteous purposes of the mob! 


Would I could partake in the joy of my fel- 
low-fugitives, whose countenances express as- 
surance of a kind reception from their friends! 
Alas! I have no friends! — the nature of my 
commerce with men, precluded attachment; 
and my rapacity, blasted every sentiment of 
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good-will. I stand alone in the world ; or, am 
rather like Cain, in a world“ where my hand is 


against every man, and every man's hand 
against me.“ 


Wandering as chance directed my steps, I 
was rouzed from my reverie by a bill- sticker, 
who thrust a paper into my hand, announcing 
the subject of debate for that evening, at the 
Westminster Forum. It was some time before 
I recovered from the effect of this abrupt in- 
trusion upon my meditations ; for the perpetual 
apprehension of Sheriffs and Police Officers had 
80 weakened my nerves, that the smallest sur- 
prize acted upon them with the force of an elec- 
trical shock. | 


The agitation occasioned by this rencontre 
being subsided; and my first thoughts as they 
are upon all occasions, being employed to con- 
vert it in some way or other to advantage ;— 
a pre-sentiment of good fortune (too confident 
to be otherwise conceived than by inspiration) 
was so instantaneously suggested to my fancy, 
that I verily believed the bill-sticker was 
directed by my guardian Demon; and that 
the Westminster Forum, was destined to be the 
first scene of my future exploits.—l rejoiced 
beyond measure at this renewal of intercourse 
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with my FaMIL1AR; to whose desertion I imput- 
ed the succession of mishaps, that have reduced 
me from a state of splendor, nobles might envy ; 
to the abject, and degraded state, from which he 
now flatters me with hopes of relief, through the 
whimsical interposition of a bill-sticker. 


The Devil is certainly an incomprehensible 
being.— 


He raised me from a stool in Ayliff Street, 


Goodman's Fields, where I earned a decent live- 


lihood with a pair of brushẽ dna blacking-ball;- 
loaded me with a rapid successjon of favours ; 
and at length placed me in a chariot with three 
lazy rascals at my back, for no reason within 
my comprehension ;—or for any merit that 
could entitle me to such distinguished favor: for 
I never had carried my depredations when he 
first noticed me, beyond stealing occasionally 
a pewter pot, or now and then making prize of 
a Solitary tea-spoon to supply the exigences of 
my trade. 


My disgrace is not less unaccountable than 
my exaltation.— The strictest survey of my 
conduct doth not present to my recollection a 
single instance, in which J have disobeyed his 
injunctions, or slighted his suggestions. I can- 
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not reproach myself with any act of justice that 
could be avoided ;—nor with any scrupulous re- 
pugnance to rapine, perfidy, or fraud: I never 
felt compunction nor ever betrayed a symptom 
of pity or remorse ;— 


« Though stiled a SwinDLER, desperado, Jew ; 
* Though prosecuted with the dire curses 
# Of widows, undone minors, and what else: 


« My Fravps and Ptzukgs do justify; 


it cannot be alledged that popular detestation 
hath appalled me, or, that my cheek hath ever 
been suffused with the blush of shame; — Let 
am l abandoned to the mortifications of disgrace; 
to the hardships of penury, and to the humili- 
ating apprehensions of being re- conveyed to a 
prison. | 


I must again repeat, —the DEvIL is certainly 


an incomprehensible being. 


Arrived at the Hungerford coffee-house, 
seated myself in a private part of the Room, and 
proceeded to consider my plan of operations for 
the evening. determined to attend the Forum. 
The subject of debate could scarcely be called 
a question: it opposed the rights of the people 
to the prerogative of the Crown, in the appoint- 
ment and removal of Ministers, 
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Political questions, agitated upon the real 
principles of the disputants, induce strong ex- 
pressions, and extort the avowal of bold senti- 
ments. Subjects of information may thence 
arise, and my services as an IN ron uER, pro- 
cure a temporary support from Government. 


The present state of London and Westmin— 
ster is peculiarly favourable to my purpose. 
Charges of sedition and rebellion (being conso- 
nant to the immediate apprehensions and 
terrors of the public mind), will be cordially 
received; and the general confusion which 
prevails, will prevent too critical an investiga- 
tion of the characters, or credibility of wit- 
nesses. As an INFORMER, therefore, under the 
circumstances of the moment, I may expect to be 
distinguished, and I hope rewarded, as a friend 
to the Community, and a supporter of Govern- 
ment. I will consult my friend Hype,—we 
may act in concert, or play into each others 
hand. It has always been a necessary part of 
my system, to secure a trading Justice; and 
none of the gang is more tractable, or less 
squeamish than Hypr.,—After all, it is not im- 
possible but the mob may prevail: something 
must be done to give me in that case, an equal 
advantage in the other scale. —It is determin- 
ed. Colonel M-l-s is my man. — An introduc- 
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tion to some of the active leaders, addressing 
them as the Friends of Liberty, —and professing 
a warm attachment to their cause, —will be a 
sure passport to their confidence. I may thus 
act securely as a Sry on both sides, —be 
qualified to Serve or betray either, —and which 


ever shall prevail, to provide for my own safety 
and advantage in the end. 


Called on Hype,—found him to my utter 
astonisghment, averse to a connection. —He 
muttered half sentences about character, opi- - 
nion of the world, dignity of a magistrate, con- 
tamination, &c. &c.—and without waiting a 
reply, turned from me, to confer with one of his 
runners. I felt, and should certainly have re- 
sented the indignity; but observing their looks 
to be frequently directed towards me, I thought 
it prudent to retire, without pressing my pur- 
pose further on the conscientious and imma - 
culate Mr. HyDE. 


Met SoLomow DE CosTa, who was 
some time an under clerk in my office; he 
accosted me with a mortifying familiarity, 
which very much surprized me; as he had never 
been in my confidence, further than to convey 
an anonimous letter, or by affidavits pro farma 
to prove notices, which other clerks had deliver- 
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ed, Not knowing but I might want his services, 
I concealed my chagrin, and retired with him 
to an obscure eating house in Church Court ! 
How are the mighty fallen ! 


SoLoMmon was very communicative, and 
shewed that he had more of the Wise Man in 
him, than the name ; he told me, that what he 
had learnt in my service, was of no use to him 
in any other place; for if the gentlemen from 
whom he had solicited employment, understeod 
his abilities, they wanted Spirit to use them. 
But though he had not been able to avail him- 
self of his acquaintance with the practice of my 
office, he had exercised the principle with great 
success; and would give me a specimen of his 
dexterity, if I would accompany him to any 
public place.—The subject became interesting: 
—[ was all attention; —humoured his familia 
rity ; - proposed questions merely (in appear- 
ance ), to assist my comprehension ;—led him 
insensibly, to be so explicit, as to put him 
entirely at my mercy,—a point which I aim at 
with all mankind; and no man excels me in the 
art of accomplishing it, —considered him as 


fairly enlisted in my corps ;—dispatched him 


with a letter to Colonel M-I-s, requesting 
the honour ofa few minutes conversation, which 
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he politely granted ;—waited on him without 
delay, —was handsomely received !—treated 
with great respect The Colonel is perfect 
contrast to HyDe.—Promised to Introduce 
me the next day, to a committee of the Pro- 
testant Association at the Crown and Rolls Ta- 
vern. The Colonel certainly mistakes me for 
some other person. 


Went to the Forum at half past eight.— 
SoLoMON attended me at a distance.— There is 


great advantage in having two strings to one's 
bow. 


The Room was crowded, —the audience mot- 
ley, and much disposed to be riotous. The 


Forum, I think, will not afford much exercise 
to S0LOMON's talents. 


Mr. EMMET, a young Templar, had just 
risen on the popular side of the question, in 


reply to Mr. Alderman WorpRIGE.— The elo- 
quence of this young man, the energy and 


elegance of his language, the brilliancy of his 


imagination, and the force of his reasoning, - 


gave him the entire possession of his audience. 
He was several times prevented from sinking 


under his agitation, by seasonable bursts of 
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applause, which gave him time to recover his 
respiration. In one of these intervals, I ob- 
served Doctor S—th, (an American enthusiast), 
consult his watch, with some degree of impa- 
tience, which, (knowing him to be a speaker 
on the same side), I attributed to his apprehen- 
sions, that the young orator would leave nothing 
for him to say on the subject. 


In two minutes, I beheld Sorotox at his 
side,—I conjectured the consequence,—and hav- 
ing no reason to doubt the dexterity of my 
commis, I feared only, that the Doctor might 
again be moved by the spirit of impatience, 
and discover too soon, that his time-piece had 
changed its master,—The conclusion of Mr. 
EMMET's speech in a very few minutes, re- 
lieved me from this apprehension.—The Doctor 
instantly rose, and having in due form, bespoke 
a candid and patient hearing ; proceeded to ob- 
serve, that he had been anticipated in the best 
points, and the strongest arguments of his 
intended speech, owing, as he supposed, to the 
happy coincidence of his sentiments with those 
of the gentleman who preceded him. That he 
would not therefore trespass on their indulgence 
by a repetition of them, but confine himself to 
such observations on the conduct of ministers, 


and their employer, as would clearly prove 
C 
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them to be the authors of every calamity that 
had arisen, or sbould arise, from the spirited ex- 
ertions of the Protestant association.—To the 
credit of the audience, a general murmur of 
disapprobation was expressed. The Doctor 
proceeded, notwithstanding, to utter such a 
volley of vulgar abuse, —of common place sedi- 


tion, —and unequivocal instigations to rebellion, 


as offended the audience, and a general uproar 
ensued. 


I had taken a correct statement of his speech, 
and was on the point of retiring; but the 
Doctor having prudently withdrawn, the tu- 
mult subsided ; and the company having resum- 
ed their seats, a Mr. Gre, was called 
upon, to reply to Mr. EMMET. This young 
man, is likewise alaw student, but very unequal 
to a competition or comparison with Mr. 
EMMET. He has not abilities to support the 
one; nor respectability of character, as a 
Forum orator, to bear him out in the other: 
for a participation of the sixpences collected 
at the door, must for ever represent him 
to the minds of his audience as a Buffoon. He 
is, however, in high credit as a speaker, and 
was expected to furnish out an agrceable finale, 
to the entertainment of the evening.—But alas! 
The orator had but just presented himself in a 
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contemplative attitude, adjusted his cravat, and 
thrice stroked his chin, —when notice arrived, 
that martial law was proclaimed, “and all his 
Majesty's loving subjects were required to keep 


themselves quietly within their respective 
dwellings.” — 


An alarm of fire could not have produced 
a more expeditious evacuation of the Forum, 
than this intelligence. I was among the fore- 
most who reached the street; but had it not in 
my power to obey the proclamation.— I had no 
dwelling to receive me! this recollection caus- 
ed a momentary depression; but it was merely 
momentary. For my mind is at all times, too 
much occupied by the more useful and impor- 
tant consideration of Wars and Means, to be 
susceptive of moral, sentimental, or any effemi- 
nate impressions.— l looked in every direction 
for SoLOMON.—A bird in hand, is worth two 


in the bush.—lIt was certainly a gold watch, 
But Solomon did not appear. 


In pursuance of the plan, which brought me 
to the Forum, I proceeded to the Horse-guards, 
and delivered my notes of Dx. S=Tn's speech, 
to a gentleman, whom I supposed to be the 
commanding officer. He looked at the paper, 


and after taking a complete survey of my per- 
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son; committed me to the care of a centinel, 
and retired. I proposed fifty questions to my 


guard, but could not extort from him a syllable 


in reply. It was a full hour, before I was sum- 
moned to an examination. Two serjeants and 
a file of grenadiers were my conductors.—l 
would willingly have dispensed with this - cere- 
mony.—The committee, or court, was com- 
posed of military officers, several members of 
the privy council, and some other persons of 
distinction.—I was desired to state where, and 
upon what occasion, the speech I had given in, 
was delivered. A gentleman now observed, 


that, as the liberty, or life of one of his Majesty's 


Subjects, (though not a very loving subject), 
might be affected by the information I was about 
to give; he thought it highly proper it should 
be given upon oath; this opinion being unani- 
mously approved, the new testament was presen- 
ted to me in the usual form; and in the usual 


form, I conveyed it to my lips.—The officer to 


whom I was at first introduced, desired I would 


declare (before I entered upon my deposition), 


to what religious community I belonged. —Not 
perceiving the drift of this enquiry, I did not 
immediately answer.—1 presume, said he, you 
do not understand me; I will be more explicit. 
If there be any truth in physiognomy, you are 
a Jew: Am I right or not ?—it was impossible 
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to avoid answering in the affirmitive. He gave 
me a contemptuous look, and called for the Pen- 
tatuch. The oath was now administered in the 
form, used by the disciples of Moses, 


Having finished my deposition, I was desired 
to subscribe my name and place of abode. My 
true situation, and circumstances could be no 
longer concealed.— This was no place for eva- 
sion or pre varication.— l hate all courts, from 
the King's Bench, to the court of requests but 
from the summary proceedings, and discretio- 
nary powers of a military jurisdiction, —good 
lord deliver me! 


At twelve o'clock I was permitted to depart. 
A serjeant having attended me to the gate, slid 
a guinea into my hand, and left me.— It was mur- 
mured at this moment, THAT THE INSURGENTS 
HAD STORMED THE BANK. I could have raved, — 
cursed my ill fortune, and execrated the super- 
stitious folly that urged me to the Forum. —A 
pillage of the bank, was an exploit compleatly 
suited to my natural avidity for plunder. My 
NAME would have given eclat tothe enterprize. 
If the ill-omend B1LL-sTICKER had not dissipated 
my cogitations, I might now have been KING of 
the insurgents ;—and EVEN Now, been dividing 
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the spoils of the bank. —INsVRCGEN TS, —as mat- 
ters stand, is a very proper term. 


Denominations must be changed as circum- 


stances vary, I remember a case in point.— 


While the operations of the pretender, in the 
year forty five, were confined to Scotland, his 
followers and adherents werestiled by the“ Soli- 
citor General, and very properly stiled REBELS, 
and TRAITORS; but when they had passed the 
T weed, and were making rapid approaches to- 
wards the capital, he adopted a more conciliating 
denomination ;—stiling them, (according to 
the parliamentary reports of that time) THE 
NORTHERN ARMY. | 


Full of the idea of sro11, I moved mechani- 
cally towards the bank.—The clatter of a large 
party of horse, accompanied with shouts of ex- 
ultation, intimated that some new event had 
happened.— The tidings that followed, gave a 
sudden turn to my thuughts.—The rioters had 
been repulsed in their attempt on the bank; 
some were killed, and many of them made pri- 
soners. And as they were now opposed in 
every quarter of the town, by armed citizens, 
and numberless detachments, from an army of 


* Ma. Muakay, afterwards Earl of Mansfield. 
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twenty thousand troops, assembled in St. 
James's, and Hyde-park; it was more than pro- 
bable, they would be totally dispersed, or de- 
stroyed in another day:—The transitions of the 
human mind, from one extreme to another, are 
astonishing.—I was instantly diverted from the 
contemplation of ** treasons, stratagems, and 
*« Spoils ;” to a serious and sincere deter mina- 
tion, to become as loyal, peaceable, and loving 
a subject, as any Christian in his Majesty's do- 
minions.— Having no inducement to proceed 
further, I returned with the crowd towards 
Charing Cross, but meant to withdraw myself 
as soon as possible; and being really fatigued 
both in body and mind with the exercise, and 
occurrences of the day, I stole into Round 
Court, and procurcd from my friend Meprey *, 
a good supper, and a comfortable bed, at the ex- 
pence only, of being bored ſor two hours, with 
the prowess of ECLIiPsE, the bon mots of Cask 
PRICE, and the edifying histories of almost 
every black leg on the turf. 


Went to bed at half past three. —Recol!ected 
with regret, my disparagement of the counsel, 
and suggestions of my GUARDIAN Genius. De- 


* The master of a coffee house, in Round Court, frequen- 
ted principally by adventurers on the Turf. 
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termined in future, to have more confidence, 
| and to conclude in all events,—* That what- 
f ever is,—is best.“ 


| June 8th, 


The intelligence of this morning hath put an 
end to all my speculations on the riots. 


SOLOMON'S importance now rose in my esti- 
mation five hundred per cent.—Resolved to 
negociate an immediate alliance with him.— 
Intimated to my host, that I should trespass on 
his hospitality for another night's lodging, — 
and hastened to Archer-strect. I had made no 

0 appointment, but SoLowown evidently expected 
me. His impatience to communicate his ideas, 
| rendered the disclosure of mine unnecessary,— 
4 He opened with a very pretty exordium.— 
| Producing the splendid Trophy of his expedi- 
j tion to the Forum ;—he pressed my acceptance 
| of it in a tone and manner so insinuating, that I 
| could not find in my heart to refuse it. 


* 
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That watch, said he, with the chain and seals, 
5 must have cost at least fiftyguineas. Yet there is 
"Wt no place, from White chapel, to Hydepark-cor- 


. ner, where J could safely dispose of it, for more 
. than ten. — In the discount of a bill, the sale of 
an annuity, or in almost any branch of your cast 
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of acting, it may be made current for five times 
the amount of its prime cost. He laid before 
me a great variety of valuable articles, in 
proof of his dexterity declared he had no 
other connection; and concluded with the offer 
of a coalition upon my own terms. 


With men of bonour, few words are best.,— 
I approved the proposition, and signified my 
assent, by a cordial and hearty shake of my 
new associate by the hand. 


My reception at the Horse Guards, and the 
circumstances attending my examination, gave 
me reason to suspect that no credit would be 
given to my infor mation. I thought it prudent, 
therefore, (as well for SoLoMoN's safety, as to 
secure the quiet possession of my new acquisi- 
tion), to alarm DR. S— IAH with an anonymous 
notice, that informations were lodged, and a 
warrant issued against him, as a promoter of the 
riots. A letter was accordingly dispatched ; 
and I had very soon the satisfaction of knowing, 
that from this, or some other cause of appre- 
hension, the doctor had actually disappeared. 


I was 80 elated with the advantageous alliance 


I had made with SoLoMon, that I fancied myself 
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inaccessable to care or trouble, and had neither 
sense or presage of evil.— This delusion lasted 
but a moment. 


The squalling of a young child, reminded me 
of * DrBORHAH and her brats, and renewed the 
torment; which my total forgetfulness of them 
had respited. But thanks to the law of Moss, 

I can throw off one of these burthens, and tis 
plaguy hard, that any law should prevent one's 
dispatching the other, by the ready means of a 
horse pond. For, there certainly is no better 
. reason for a man's being compelled to endure the 
inconvenience of a superfluity of children, than 
to have his house over-run. with cats, by a re- 
s traint on the privilege of drowning kittens. 


The revolution, which a single day hath pro- 
duced in my affairs, inclines me to make an ef- 
fort towards re-establishing myself in business. 
j The contents of SoLoMoN's strong box,—and 
. the fruits of his future industry (estimated on 
| the lowest calculation), are more than sufficient 

N to preclude the immediate necessity of any 
$i, hazardous attempts to obtain credit, and per- 
* chance to prevent my ever wanting it. 


* His wife and children. 
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No harm or inconvenience can arise from 
the experiment. But a proper assistnat must 
be procured. —FREEMAN is a decent creditable 
looking man, and is altogether better suited to 
my purpose at present, than a flashy coxcomb. 
The advertisements must refer to fictious per- 
sons. Much, therefore, will depend on first 
impressions. FREEMAN's countenance and 
figure, are perfectly adapted to induce confi- 
dence. I fear only, that he has more honesty at 
bottom, than may be convenient. Yet my ap- 
pearance, (till certain transactions in Love 
Lane are forgotten, or popular prejudices sooth- 
ed;) will be as fatal to the success of my manœu- 
ves, as the disclosure of his cloven foot, to the 
purposes of my FAMILIAR.—FREEMAN “ must 
therefore, personate the principle. — 


* Mr. FareMaAn began the world under better auspices, 
than he is introduced to the reader. But having lost through 
imprudence or misfortune, a creditable employment in the 
Custom-house; he compleated his ruin, by engaging as first 
clerk at a house in Love Lane, in which the KING presided. 
The failure of that firm in 1778, was marked with such pecu- 
liar infamy, that Mr. F's share of the disgrace, had precluded | 
him from every respectable employment; and his means 
of subsisting were totally exhausted, when this uafortunate 
renewal of his connection was proposed. 
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It is my fort to be equally rapid in the con- 
ception and execution of an enterprize.— Or- 
dered FREEMAN to attend me at MrprEx's.—I 
never spend much time in negociations, nor 
hold long conferences with my subalterns.— 
He professed himself at my devotion ;—and im- 
mediately vanished in search of apartments. 


June ꝗtb. 
Returned at twelve this morning, with the 


joyful tidings, that he had succeeded be- 


yond expectation; which he confirmed by pro- 
ducing the key of a ready furnished house. 
Having satisfied myself that FREEMAN was 
awake, and that my senses were not influenced 
by the delusive suggestions of a dream, I took 
leave of my host, and was set down in a few 
minutes at my Hotel. Went through the apart- 
ments. - found but a scanty provision of furni- 
ture; — was satisfied, however, upon the whole. 
—Returned to the drawing room ;—ordered 
FrzzMan to be seated; meaning to consult 
with him on our future proceedings. 

The King. Well, FREEMAN, what is to be 
done next?“ bo 

Freeman. I am better qualified, Sir, to exe- 
cute your commands, than to give advice; but, 
suppose proper servants must be provided.“ 
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The King. That's the point on which I 
* meant to consult you; it is, therefore, proper 
*« you should know that my financEJFwill not 
*« admit of an expensive establishment. JEWIS n 
«© women, master FREEMAN, are fitted by educa- 
te tion, and the doctrines of the Synagogue, to 
« a state of subjection; and a Jew's wife, in the 
*« estimation of Jews is literally the servant of 
her husband. My household must be formed 
«« upon an economical plan; and the conveui- 
« ences of a wife are so few, that no opportu- 
*« nity of applying them should be lost. — Need 
«« I be more explicit? 

Freeman. No Sir!” 

The King. There is nothing like a right 
understanding; but we must not determine 
*« too hastily. My wife might certainly do; 
„ but then, —the children;—If I send them to 
** the parish, old Lara will proclaim my repro- 
*© bation from Dan to Beersheba.— If I bring 
them home, there will be no peace in Israel ;— 
what's to be done?“ 

Freeman. Surely, Sir, you would not send 
the pretty creatures to the parish ! 

The King. Why not? can you propose any 


** thing beiter? Will the Foundling Hospital 
take them?“ 


ES 


Freeman, I dont know, Sir.“ 

The King, I perceive, Tom, you are a poor 
*« chicken-hearted simpleton. But give me 
*« your hand, you shall be humoured. The 
* material concern at present, is to provide for 
% our immediate wants, which I leave to you. 
We meet here at seven.“ 


This FrEEMAN is a hypocrite ; or, there are 
principles and affections in human nature, to 
which my mind is an utter stranger :—how 
Should he otherwise have indicated solicitude, or 
expressed a sentiment of concern, for a pack of 
brats, whose weltare had never interested my 
affections, or moved a fibre of my heart ? 


I have now another scene of hypocricy to go 
through, in which, I must be myself the chief 
actor. —- Many things of value were preserved 
from the sheriff's myrmidons, in the doleful 
catastrophe of my adventures in Love Lane, 
which are now in DEBORAU's possesslon.—l 
think they will be safer in my hands. There 
are some necessary family articles among them 
that are not supplied in a ready furnished house. 
This circumstance gives a fair pretence for the 
application; and may favour my obtaining that 
part of them at least. 


——— —— — —— — — . 
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Many women in DEtBoran's situation might 
indeed be refractory, and set me at defiance; 
for nothing is more apt to stir up the devil in a 
woman than neglect. But Dr NOAA is such a 
simple, doting, dawdling sort of a body, that it 
I can support but for half an hour the affectation 
of attachment; and play off a little of that fasci- 
nating softness of manner, which I have found 
to be irrisistable in my negoclattons, and inter- 
course with, the sex;—she will say, do, or 
swear whatever [I shall dictate, 


A tete a tete with my loving help-mate hat, 
formed her to my purpose; and put me in the 
best humour imaginable. Whatever remained 
in her hands of my wrecked fortune, is safely 
lodged in Lamb's Conduit Street. And if no evil 

spirit interposes, she will soon be prepared to 
de part from her father's house, as his fore - fathers 
departed from the land of Egypt. And in. the 
article of spoils, it is of very little consequence 
in my opinion, whether they are taken from an 
EGYPTIAN or a Jew. 


June 11th, 


Took my mother from the invalid. house, on 
the express condition of being re-admitted, i! 
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| she fall sick, or be otherwise troublesome, —she 
' will do as well in the nursery, as any other ser- 
vant. A saving in her weekly allowance of 
three shillings for tea, sugar, and cordials, 
which I have generously given her these seven 
years, wil} reduce the expence of keeping her, 
toa mere trifle. 


Another benefit arising from this arrange- 
ment, is the cregit of filial piety ; which, for 
| aught I know, may be as good a covering for a 
ö multitude of sins, as charity. Few instances 
occur in my practice, in which my interest, and 
is my credit so happily unite. 


The arrival of DEBORAH, hath filled the fe- 
F male departments of my household. DEBORAH 
for a while, must forget that she is the wife of 


1 a KING. 

#4. . 

0 This being the first San RATE of myliberation, 
'F the remainder of it shall be devoted to a com- 
„ munication with my Familiar. 


( 95} 
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THE enlargement of my ideas, and the in- 

vigoration of my inventive faculties, are 
the sensible and constant effects of a devout in- 
vocation of my Do. 


Opportunities of executing great designs, do 
not often occur at this season of the year in 
London. — But, much may be done in the way 
of preparation, for a winter campaign. Clerks, 
agents, —decoy-ducks,—and a solicitor or two 
of character may be retained :—Commercial 
treaties with the Parkers, Greensill, and Fuda 
Levi be renewed :—a communication opened 
with Roundtree, Teasdale, &c. &c. for the pur- 
pose of mutual information, and in critical cases 
to facilitate for each other the appropriation of 
negotiable Securities, — BY COMPLICATING THE 
CHANNELS OF CIRCULATION. 


Striplings of genteel appearance may likewise 
be fitted out, on my unique plan, to form inti- 
macies with ſhopmen and apprentices ; from 
whom the tempers, circumstances, and characters 
of their masters may be known. An extensive 
field for intuitive speculation being thus opened, 
and a list of fit sabjects of experiment procured; 

F. 
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my address or discernment must fail me strange- 
ly, if I miss my aim, or am ever baffled, by 
taking the wrong sow by the ear.“ 


I never reconnoitre by proxy, nor commence 
a negotiation without examining the phiz, and 
learning the ruling folly of my negotiant : and 
experience hath taught me that no traits of 
character are more favorable to my operations 
in the Swindling line than—affectation of gen- 
tility ;—a propensity to cxtortion, —and a con- 
ceit of address in the art of forcing goods on a 
eustomer :—by humouring these absurdities I 
have frequently emptied a man's warehouse 
without risking a false pretence ; or subjecting 
myself to any claim of payment that might not 
(with the assistance of my friend Prx1DDLE) be 
legallyresisted.—Tradesmen of this description 
are so numerous, that the Strand, Fleet Street, 
and Cheapside, will afford sufficient exercise to 
my talents; and support a safe and productive 
trade; in spite of the public spirited efforts of 
the GAR DIANS Or TRADE, or the vigilance of 
their Secretary Foss. | 


In the credit and emolument of this art, 


I have nothing to apprehend from ccmpe- 
tition ;—for being neither formed by rule, nor 
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practiced by System, it is not liable to imitation. 

— But, though the principle on which its suc- 

cess depends, be therefore unattainable by the 
common herd of sharpers ;—and too philoso- 
phic to be applied in the systematic operations 
of the higher order of Chevaliers d'industrie ; 
its transcendent efficacy hath been so clearly 
demonstrated in my practice, — and the faculty of 
applying it is so universally understood to be 
peculiarly my own : that pilferers and free-booters 
do me homage,and SWINDLERS hail me their Kixs. 


Titles which denote superlative talents, in 
whatever sense they apply are objects of my de- 
sire: and nothing is more grateſul to me than 
the effusions of wonder and admiration (though 
sometimes coarsely expressed) with which my 
ears are saluted in my perambulations through 


the metropolis.—I inherit this ambition from 


my father, who was certainly a great man in bis 
way and (if my tutelar DzMo, had not other- 
wise determined), I ſhould probably have at- 
tained eminence, and notoriety by the same 
means. He assumed the title of SULTAN;—wore 
the Turkish habit, —and procured a handsome 
maintenance by supplying the coffee-house loun- 
gers from Cornhill to Charing-cross with cane- 
strings, c—d—ms, sealing wax, and bawdy 
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books. — The profits of the day were frequently 

doubled by my attending him with lollipops and 
elecompane, (the manufactures of my mother; ) 
which never failed of a good market among the 
rabble that every where assembled round the 
SULTAN, 


Tune 12th, 


Appointed PIDpTE * my Attorney, and Ro- 
BINSON A my Solicitor general. 


Determined to recommence my mercantile 
negotiations. the slackness of a summer trade 
has a wonderful effect in facilitating my deal- 
ings with gentlemen whose sbops are better 
furnished than their Beads. -A warehouse must 
be provided. Barge- yard is a good situation for 
eity business: --rather too near the Mans1oN 
Hovsx :—city magistrates are not comatable. 


* A gentleman who (at that time) excelled all others of 
his profession in training witnesses.—He was reckoned the 
most successful d-fendant's solicitor that ever practised at the 
Old Bailey- and was therefore stiled the NEwGATE OrAcLE, 


+ An attorney of Gray's Inn, to whom the King did the 
honour to article himself in the year 1778, to be in readi- 
ness for admission, if at any future period it should suit his 
purpose to practice as an attorney. The particular qualities 
which recommended this gentleman to his notice will be 
seen hei cafter. 


1 
will consult FREEMAN ;—but nothing can be 
done in stile without a warehouse. 


To drive the nail that will go, is a maxim of 
prudence, against which I seldom transgress. 
Yet true it is, I have suffered four days to pass 
without paying my respects to Solomon's strong 
box,—Solomon has good reason to think me 
numbered among the dead. 


June 23d. 


Dispatched Freeman in search ofa warehouge. 
—paid an early visit to Solomon.—A noise in 
the adjoining room prevented any conversation 
on business,—whispered him to come in the 
evening to Lamb's Conduit Street, gave him a 
direction, and took my leave:—did not forget to 
press his bringiug with him the contents of his 
Strong box. | 


Called on ArMsTRONG in my way home.— 
A substantial sheriff's officer is as important to 
my business as a trading justice. I do not mean 
to offend Mr. Armstrong by the most distant 
insinuation that a trading justice is in any re 
spect his equal. Nothing so perfectly disposes 
2 young man to my purposes, as a few day's 
meditation in a spunging house, —A grated win- 


L001 
dow affords the best light imaginable for the 
examination of a Jew's terms of accommodation, 
—[mmediate liberation is an irresistible bait.— 
Armstrong never refused my undertaking, nor 
ever suffered by his confidence. I keep my 
word with a sheriff 's officer for the same reason 
that I break it with most other folks ;—be- 
cause it scrves my interest,—This method of 
catching P16xoNs is of all others the best; and 
no other method of securing them is so effectual. 
— The undertaking which gives a power to 
liberate, gives a power likewise to $urrender ; 
it operates therefore (with a little alteration 
in the nature of the confinement) as a mere 
transfer of the captive, from the officer's custody 
to mine. This advantage being obtained, —an ac- 
count of his reversionaryclaims,—his expectan 


cies,and present incomes is generally sufficient to 


his undoing; for the endurance of present in- 
convenience to avoid future evil, is an exertion 
of prudence, to which juvenile fortitude, under 
such circumstances, is seldom equal. 


My visit to ArMsTRONG being chiefly com- 
plimentary, our conversation turned naturally 
upon the business of his office. He told me 


that a young clergyman whom he wished to re- 


lease was detained in his house for a paltry debt 
of twelve pounds. —I asked if I could be of any 
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service? He replied, yes; aad leading me into 
the next room, introduced me to the gentleman, 
told him I desired the favour of his company 
to dinner, —and actually discharged him with- 
out further ceremony ; leaying to me the credit 
of his liberation, 


My reception of this compliment was not I 
believe very gracious, for as my family is not 
in a condition to entertain company; nor much 
good to be expected from my new acquaintance; 
J had rather have been without it. Was soon 
relieved from my embarrasment.— Mr. D- -b 1 
being usber to an academy, and curate of a 
parish at a small distance from town, thought :t 
necessary to make as early an appearance 2s 


possible ;—desired, therefore, (when we got into 


the street), to be excused for the present, pro- 
mised to see me in a day or two, and left me 
heartily pleased at being so well rid of him. 


The brightest ideas are sometimes suggested 


to my imagination by the most trifling occur- 
rences. 


My deficiency in the article of school learning 


is an everlasting subject of regret, and, not un- 


frequently, the cause of great mortification.— 
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I have besides an unconquerable desire o be 
thought a man of letters An usber to an academy 
must be qualified to instruct me in the 
rudiments of education, and perhaps to give me 
such a smattering of learning as may at least 


hide my deficiencies.—I will open myself to 
Mr, D--b--r. 


Deborah hath presumed in violation of con- 
Jugal zubm:ss1on to hire a servant without con- 
Sulting me. N. B. Passive obedience and non- 
resistance to be inculcated by a curtain lecture. 


Solomon kept his appointment. l am almost 
inclined to envy Solomon the magnetic virtue 
of his fingers ; and to regret that I was intim1- 
dated, waen very young, from pursuing his oc- 
cupation ; for being witness to the untimely end 
of my instructor,{ occaszoned V severe ducking ), 
I was scized with an Hydropbobia which has 
occasionally affected me ever since; and would 
certainly prevent my attaining to any degree of 
excellence in the ArT of Diving. * 


Solomon has really collected a very pretty 
assortment of Brjouteries, The addition of a 


* The Cant term for picking pockets, 
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few articles might equip a Jew's box for a coun- 
try expedition, and give me a tollerable prospect 


of retrieving my fortune in an bonest way. — 


Appropos.— Some method of converting them 
into a more negotiable commodity, must be 
thought of.—No person in my recollection is 
more fit for this purpose than my SoLlicirox 
GENERAL. The fees of brokerage will accord 
mightily with the state of his finances; and the 
nature of his connection is particularly favour- 
able to any kind of contraband negocialion. 


Rop1Nnsow hath certainly some very useful 
properties, but must not be entrusted with the 
power of doing mischief, or destroying any body 
but himself: for though naturally abject, he 
assumes in confidential business, a significant air 


of importance, which has sometimes alarmed 


me. And (though the rascal is more unprin- 
cipled, if possible, than my ATTorRntey GENE - 
RAI.) hath frequently obliged me to quiet his 
affected scruples with an extraordinary douceur. 
These are liberties inconsistent with the rules 
of my government, and shall never be exercised 
with impunity by any of my subjects, while I 


am KING. 


Communicated my thoughts on the subject of 


education, to Mr, D-B—R, and acquainted him 


F 


L053 


with my desire to become his pupil,—-He com- 
mended the modesty and good sense which 
determined me to consult him ;—assured me 
there is nothing singular in my case; and en- 
gaged, that in a very short time, I shall as great- 
ly surpass the wiseacres who resort to me,—in 
literary accomplisbments, —as already excel them 


in natural sagacity and ingenuity.—Six months 


application on his plan of instruction will give 
me, it seems, a sufficient knowledge of the 
Latin tongue, —of history,—natural philosophy. 
and logic, to answer all the purposes of a gen- 
tleman.— Shall commence my literary career 


as soon as the necessary preparations are com- 
pleated. 


N. B. A folio common place book, Morocco 
binding, to be ordered immediately for my 


study; an octavo ditto for the pocket, with suit- 
able implements for writing. 


This conference with my reverend Preceptor, 
hath elevated my imagination, opened new pros- 
pects,—and causcd a total revolution in the sen- 
timents and aspirations of my mind. 


Tune 24th, 


FREEMAN arrived from his city expedition. 


1 


The King. Your long face, Mr. FREEMAN, 
* tells me you have not succeeded.“ 

Freeman, My countenance, Sir, speaks the 
truth.” | 

The King. I had much rather it lied, but 
give mean account of your proceedings.“ 

Freeman. ** My first enquiry as you ordered, 
« was in Barge Yard, where a large ware- 
** house with an office adjoining is to be let. Mr. 
** Reeves the proprietor, being out of town, I 
could learn no particulars. 

The King. I am not bigotted to Barge 
«« Yard: my auctioneer you know lives there, 
« which was my only motive for naming it. 
*« But didn't you enquire further.” 

Freeman. Yes, Sir, in every direction for a 
mile round change, excepting the neigbbour- 
*« bood of Love Lane.” 

The King. © That, master FREEMAN, was a 
very proper exception: but saw you nothing 
that would do for the present?“ | 

Free man. Oh, yes Sir, fifty places.“ 

The King. And engaged none?“ 

Freeman. None Sir.“ 

The King. Why?” 

Freeman. I could as easily get you elected 
Lord Mayor of London, as persuade any per- 
son in the city to trust you with a cobler's 
stall. The city, Sir, wont do. Those who 
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* have premises to let, will know for whom, and 
ce for what purposes they are intended. And your 
* name, you know, is posted in the directory of 
«« Mr. what d'ye call him, the attorney in Goff 
« Square*.—l had yesterday so nearly bargained 
„ with Mr. BiLLET, for his blanket warehouse, in 
« St. Mary Axe, that the price was agreed upon, 
and a memorandum drawn ;—but your name 
being given, he declared off; and to the great 
„ diversion of his servants, referred me to Mr. 
* AKERMAN of the Old Bailey, who would ac- 
e commodate you (he said) more suitably than 
any man in England. And when I mentioned 
you this morning, at WIIsox's the Packer, 
in Birchin Lane, who has a warehouse to 
let; his clerks being unacquainted with your 
person, concluded I had named myself; 
and I should certainly have been rough- 
ly handled, if a Thames Street carman, had 
* not assured the ruffians who had hold of me, 
„that I was not THE NoTED SWINDLER; but 
honest ToM FREEMAN of the Custom House.“ 


The Ang. " Eren body has enemies, Mr. 
FREEMAN.“ 


* Mr. Foss, Secretary to the Society to whom thess 
memoirs are dedicated. 


+ The keeper of Newgate, 
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Freeman. But you seem, Sir, to have 


nothing else.” 

The King. A truce if you please with your 
« reflections ; and if you have nothing further 
to communicate, you may leave me till the 
% morning; when I shall expect you with your 
« friend Ropinsox.” —Exit FREEMAN. 


Tt is really abominable, that a man may not 
be possessed of superior genius, talents, or 
accomplishments, without exciting envy on the 
one hand, and il will on the other. Yet, such 
is the lot of eminence: and I should discredit 
the counsels of my FAMILIAR, if my spirit were 
daunted with the bugbears that have scared 
FREEMAN.—“ The city, he says, wont do.“ 
—] will convince the snivelling blockhead, that 
the city sball do.—By varying the mode of appli- 
cation, the premises in Barge Yard may yet be 
had.— I don't much like being thrown into the 
back ground, when there is no danger to be encoun- 
tered ;—but © necessity has no law.” —FREEMAN 
Shall treat in his own name. 


June 26th, 


The acquisition of a little consequence, is a 
wonderful soother in cases of mortification.— 


FREEMAN is himself again. The hopcs of 


retrieving his credit as a negotiator, hath light- 


— 4 = 
9 STC „ee 
_ = = — — - _ 
"as x. — - a . 8 
M—— - — 
- © 


: 

' 

. 
1 
4 7 
1 
wt 
3 


13 


encd his recollection of the rebuffs he encountered 
in his last expedition, —Undertakes to procure 
a recommendation, and has no doubt of success. 


July 15t. 


Mr. D—2E—x attended me for the first time 
in his preceptorial capacity, - gave me a set of 
exercises in Latin and English, consisting of 
several hundred mottos,—sententious say ings, 
and bon mots of eminent persons, - maxims,.— 


adages, &c. adapted to general topics of con- 
versation. 


Having taught me to pronounce some of 
these sentences correctly in Latin; he directed 
me to transcribe them into my pocket common 
place book, and commit them to memory for 
occasional use. —I so greatly exceeded his ex- 
pectations in the performance of this exercise, 
that he doubted my being so entirely ignorant, 
as I professed to be of the Latin language. 
Being assured that I had really told him the 
truth; he said, no instance had occurred in his 
practice, of a memory so retentive, or an ear so 
exquisitely delicate as mine must be ;—and con- 
gratulated himself on the fortunate acquisition 
of a pupil, whose docible faculties are so pecu- 
liarly fited to exemplify, and recommend his 
icthod of instructing grown gentlemen in the 
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Latin tongue. — Mr. D—B— I perceive, is 
quick-sighted; and has a mighty pretty manner 
of encouraging his pupils. — Will very shortly 
repeat his visit. | 

July zd. 


The tide of good fortune flows in upon me 
from every channel.—FREEMAN has taken pos- 
session of the warehouse. — The indefatigable 
SoLOMON rises daily in my estimation: and my 
Solicitor General hath converted the contraband 
contents of my repository into stcr/ing property. 


July 4th. 


Entertained my confederates, and celebrated 
our recent successes, with grateful Pzaxs to my 


GUARDIAN DEMON, and plentiful libations te 
IMMORTAL HERMES“. 


— ſ:— — 


The Eovrron is here obliged to proceed narratively, for 
the reasons premised in his preface, but 1epeats his assu- 
rance, that he will adhere strictly to the obvious and in- 
dubitable meaning of the writer, and confine himself as 


much as possible, to the precise words in which his memo- 
randums and confessions are expressed. 


— 


The journal from this time to the beginning 


* The Gop of thieves, 
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of the next year, is but little more than a regis- 
ter of petty depredations, which afforded no ex- 
ercise to the super-eminent abilities of the 
Kix. They served, however, to keep his 
retainers in practice, and supplied means of 
temporary subsistence. The augmentation of 
his corps, which now became necessary, was 
confided to his Solicitor General, whose ac- 
quaintance with the haunts of discarded clerks, 
—Uuncertificated Bankrupts,—and outcast practi- 
tioners of his own profession, enabled him to 
compleat the establishment with expert and 
tractable recruits, without the personal inter- 
ference of his superior. The KING was indeed 
so entirely devoted to literary studies during 
the six months appropriated to his education; 
that his passions and propensities seem to 
have been under a total suspension to every 
other object: for the memorandums of that 
period record no display of his resistless valour 
in combat; or his bewitching influence in 
affairs of love: which appear in the sequel of 
his journal, to be his favourite themes of osten- 
tation, and the properties, to which, in spite 
of nature, he most tenaciously pretends. 

That his proficiency in the sort of learning 
which employed his study, was at least equal to 
the application he bestowed, may be concluded 
from the result. 
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He acquired (as his journal states) a cor- 
rect pronunciation of the Latin exercises com- 
piled by his preceptor,—coin:nitted them to 
memory ;—and long before the expiration of 
the allotted period, was so well qualified to 
apply them occasionally with the aid of his 
English translation, that many of his young 
clients conceived high notions of his classical 
erudition. 


He could repeat the numerous apborisms, and 
was an adept in the surprising experiments of 
Hooerr's RXTIONAL REecreATIONS: in which the 
arts of juggling are made plain; and the princi- 
ples of natural philosophy so intelligibly exem- 
plified, as to require no scientific experience, 
nor much capacity to comprehend or apply 
them. And in the mere performance of 
these experiments, it may be difficult to distin- 


guish the superficial pretender, from the man 
of real science. 


Success is the best incentive to perseverance 
in all human pursuits. 


Encouraged by the extraordinary effect of his 
first efforts, he resolved to proceed, and by fur- 
ther exertions of diligence, to manifest the in- 
finite superiority of his Preceptor's plan of 
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education, to that of any pedagogue, or pupil 
hunter (numerous as they are) within the 
bills of mortality. 


A knowledge of His Tory stands next on the 
list of his intended acquirements; and it must 
be acknowledged, that his learned Preceptor 
provided as properly for his edification in that 
branch of learning, as for his instruction in the 
preceding subjects of his study.—He procured 
for him Tye TABLET of MEMORY.— A compila- 
tion from which grown gentlemen may acquire a 
competent knowledge of History,—without 
loss of time,—the druggery of reading,—or 
the expence of books :—and, it his journal may 
be credited, the multifarious contents of that 
copious compendium, became in ten days, 'as 


familiar tohim as Hooetk's rational recreations, 


or the Latin exercises of Mr, D—Bp—Rk, 


He had proceeded so far in Logic, as to have 
learnt the terms; to perceive its force and 
efficacy in the art of reasoning ; and to have at- 
tained great expertness in the SopnisTICAL appli- 
cation of it;—when a circumstance intervened, 
which gave a different turn to his thoughts, and 
occasioned for the present a considerable abate- 
ment in his appetite for literature. 
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January 25th. 


His landlord being desired on some 
trifling occasion to attend him, was struck with 
astonishment and indignation on perceiving the 
KING to be his tenant z—and without the usual 
ceremony of a notice, or assigning any reason 
for so uncourteous a proceeding, demanded the 
immediate surrender of his house. Whether he 
obtained it peaceably or not, is a matter upon 
which the journal is silent: but that he gained 
immediate possession is certain: for the 
KING was on the following day as completely 
settled in a second floor at Charing Cross, as if 


he had foreseen, and been prepared for a sudden 
decampment. 


That the attack, however, was wunezpected, — 
and, that it originated in something of an earlier 
date, than the commencement of these me- 
moirs, seems most probable; for © FREEMAN's 
falling in with Mr. H, is remarked by the 
KinG as an event which nothing but fate, or the 
caprice of his familiar could have produced :” 
and having had no communication with his 
landlord in treating for the house, or payment 
of rent, which were transacted by FREEMAN; 


their situation with each other might till then 
G2 
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have been unknown to; both.—But whatever 
may be conjectured from this adventure, it can- 
not be doubted that both landlord and tenant 
had good reasons for their respective conduct. 


The facility and expedition with which his 
removal was accomplished, do credit to his 


quickness of thought: — he chose, perhaps, the 


only situation in which he could possibly have 
secured a retreat: for the proprietors of houses 
within the verge of the court being accustomed 
to emergent applications; and concluding gene- 
rally, that they are resorted to for protection 
from arrests only, are no otherwtise concerned 
about the persons they take in, than to be assu- 
red they will pay their way: and this enquiry being 
anticipated by a month's payment in advance, 
he was admitted to possession, and no question 
asked, The apartment, being insufficient to 
contain the family, his first care (to the 
honour of his filial and paternal feelings) was to 
replace his mother in the Few's invalid housc, 
from whence he had taken her; and to bestow 


his children in the same hospitable asylum as 
pensioners. 
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The memorandums of occurrences that immediately 
follow this event, being more general and perspicuous 
than those of rhe preceding six months. The Eorron 


presents them to the reader as they stand in the ma- 
nuscript. 


Fanuary 27tb. 


Received FREEMAN and RokINsoN for the 
first time at my new habitation.—Persuaded 
them that Lamb's Conduit Street being too re- 
mote from the principal scenes of our opera- 
tions, my removal to a more centrical situation 
could not prudently be delayed; and that knowing 
their consideration for me, I had avoided men- 
tioning my intention, lest they should oppose 
such a sacrifice of my own convenience to their 
interest. | 


How glibly things go down with a little flat- 
tery !—proper compliments having passed, we 
proceeded (without any appearance of their 
doubting me) to the consideration of business. 


To remove, or, at least, alleviate the incon- 
venience and mortification of my expulsion 
from Lamb's Conduit Street; without seeming 
inconsistent, or disclosing more than I chose 
to communicate, was the chief object of my 


(0 


concern.—I had no doubt but RopixsoN's 
chambers in Gray's Inn, from the little use he 
made of them, were rather an incumbrance, 
than a convenience: but could not under the 
circumstances of the moment, reconcile my 
pride to a direct application on the subject.— 
I hinted, therefore, that my apartments, though 
compleatly suited to some of the purposes before 
us, were ill adapted to others ;—that offers of 
pecuniary accommodation (for instance) would 
come with an ill grace from the occupier of a 
second floor in the terge of the court ;—and con- 
descendingly submitted to them, whether a 
hovse conveniently situated for that business 
Should not be provided ;—or a set of chambers 
(which I should prefer) 7n any of the Inns of 
court? Was not deceived in my expectation 
that RopiNsoN would seize the opportunity to 
get rid of his. —Terms were proposed,—ac- 
ceded to, and immediately executed to our 
mutual satisfaction. 


Agreed unanimously, that houses or bandsome 
apartments in various parts of the town, are 
es5en'tal to a plan of depredation so general in 
its objects, and so extensive in its application ;— 
that a suitable residence shall be taken for me, 
as soon as the means of furnishing it are levied; 
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and that Gray's Inn in the mean time be my 
chief post. - Communicated to them the adver- 
tisement with which I mean to commence my 
operations in that quarter, 


Advertisement.“ A CoNnvEYANCER, whose 
*« ample fortune and extensive connections, en- 
able him to supply sums to any amount on 
the shortest notice; — being actuated by the 
*« purest sentiments of disinterested philan- 
« thropy ;—hath resolved to devote a large 
portion of his time, his influence, and his 
«« wealth, to the relief of distress;—the alle- 
© viation of misfortune ;,—and the liberal che- 
* rishment of genius, learning, and industry. 

« To effectuate this benevolent design, he 
* will attend personally, on tuesdays, thursdays, 
*« and Saturdays, from twelve to three, at his 
«« chambers, No. 2, in Gray's Inn Square; 
* where applications on any kind, or degree of 
*« pecuniary embarrassment will be respectfully 
received: and he has the heart-felt satis fac 
tion to announce that his undertaking is so 
„ powerfully patronized and supported, as to 
make it extremely improbable that any case can 
arise, inwhich a reliance on bis Services will fall 
* of its intended effect. | 


( 48 

The title of ConvEyYancer was so well adapted, 
so perfectly characteristic, that I thought the 
rascals would never have ceased laughing, —My 
Solicitor General protested that I beat CHRISTIE 
hollow at an advertisement; and that Prx1DDLE 
himself could not have guarded it more effee- 
tually against legal objection. —Dispatched him 
with directions to get it inserted in the Morning 
Post, and two other papers, to-morrov, or the 
next day: and to change the address of my old 
advertisement, from Lamb's Conduit Street, to 
No. 16, Charing Cross. 


January 315k 


Settled monthly account with FREEMAN.— 
miserably defective received only forty 
pounds and four pence, net profit by the sales in 
Barge Yard, from the twenty-fifth of December 
to this day !—will try the effect of looking more 
into that business myself. | 


SoLOMON is at present my sheet anchor.— 
His last prize at the Opera was capital.—A 
lady's gold snuff box, with a miniature richly 
set, and a large gold tooth-pick case.—-S0LOMON 
is sufficiently sensible, that keeping sucb articles 
in his custody, may lead to a discovery; and 
resigns them freely enough, But never brings 
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forward the guineas or bank notes.—l have fre- 
quently suggested (without his seeming to com- 
prehend me), that he cannot be too expeditious 
in destroying the purses or pocket books that fall 
into his hands ;,—and hinted when I last saw him, 
that a larger um of money than he can account 
for, or may be reasonably supposed to have 
acquired bonestly, would, in case of accident, be 
as dangerous to his safety as the possession of 
any definable article whatever: my observation 
he said, was very just; and his having been 
always of the same opinion, had prevented his 
bringing our matters as yet to any account.— 
J had no conception that he could have parry'd so 
bome a thrust; much less have retorted so adroit- 
Iy.— Did not recollect till now that I had not 

seen him since this e et re happened 
seven or eight days ago. nn at up his quar- 
ters in the morning.— 


Went to the play. —supped at the Globe in 
my way home, dropped into the same box with 
Mr. G— —w, whose appetite was in the act of 
revenging its disappointment of a dinner, on a 
delicious rump steak and oyster sauce. 


He was just come from a debating society, at 
the Mitre in Fleet Street, where they give no 
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>Uppers (as at Carlisle-house and the Forum), 
but bestow half a crown upon such speakers as 
will accept it to provide suppers for themselves. 
—Having learnt his situation, and finding him a 
pleasant, conversable young man, though horri- 
bly conccited ; I ordered a bottle of Sherry, in- 
vited him to partake of it, and at parting, took 
upon me the payment of the bill :—engaged him 
to dinner the next day. 


February 1st. 


Made a visit to TEASEPDALE, informed him I 


was become his neighbour; and having given 


him a card, was taking leave, when his servant 
told him Mr. Ckraun was in the next room.— 
This gentleman's busines said he doesn't suit 
me; but ! think he is a client worth your atten - 
tion. I understand he has a good estate in the 
county of Cork, and has hitherto kept within 
bounds ;—but the truth is, I have some discou- 
raging prejudices concerning the gentlemen of 
that country which I can't conquer. —Shall I 
send him to you*?—consented to see him :—en- 
gaged to be at home for that purpose at one. . 


Went from thence to Archer Street, —S0LOMON 
was out. Leſt a note announcing my removal, 
and desired him to call as soon as possible. 
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Met GiLLy M Ano, the best Irish intelligen- 
cer in Great Britain.ä— Went with him to the 
Cax NON ;—learnt the birth, parentage, and edu- 
cation of Mr. CREacn,and( what more concerned 
me) the situation and value of his . estate.— 
Having served my purpose, I left GiLLy, and 
hastened to my appointment.—_My client had 
been some time arrived. 


Mr. Creagb. I wait on you, Sir, from Mr. 
*« TeasDALE, who I believe has had the TO 
to prepare you for this visit.“ 

The King. And give me leave, Sir, to add, 
«« —hath interested me so warmly in your 
affairs, that whatever I can do, you may com- 
«© mand. —Mr. TEA8EDALE, I presume, has ex- 


e plained to you the different methods by which 


loans tosupplysudden exigences are negotiated; 
and I dare say has apprized you, that scarcely 
any sum can at this time be raised but on terms 
* towhich I cannot advise you to submit: for the 
* American war has so drained the country of 
«« specie, that, excepting among the Bankers and 
%a few rich individuals, there are no guineas 
„ in;ygirculation. Money may dqubtless be 
*« procured from fem; but unless your terms 
are more beneficial than their speculations in 
„government securities, (by which they can 
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* make without risk, from seventeen to twenty 
per cent), you may as well address yourself 
«« to the pump at Aldgate. But I humbly beg 
* pardon for presuming to hazard a supposition 
© concerning the nature of your business, in 
„which, perhaps, I am very distant from the 
„mark.“ 

Mr. Creugb. You are perfectly right in your 
* supposition: and if, by any means, you can 
«« procure me three hundred pounds (which shall 
*« punctually be repaid in August), you will 
render me an essential service. The occa- 
« Sion is urgent. Ierms, therefore, must 
be no impediment, Mr. STACKPOLE (who is 
© now in town), or Mr. Hickxy of St. Albans's 
Street, will answer any enquiries that may be 
thought n respecting * character 
** or responsibility.“ 

The King. © I have too much faith Sir in 
«« Physiognomy, to think any enquiry necessary. 
«& —But J am really distressed at the unconsci- 
*« onable loss you will sustain in the negociation. 
To net three hundred pounds, whether by notes 
** or annuity, you must raise a much larger 
sum. I will state the present and eventual 
* expence of both, that you may choose either 
* or neither, as you please,” 
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THE IMMEDIATE AND EVEN- 
TUAL EXPENCE OF RAISING 
300 POUND FOR SIX MONTHS 
BY ANNUITY. 


-” 

— 
4. . 
Writings - — 31 10 0 
Commission 882 
Incidental expences 6 60 
Solicitor's clerk = 110 
L 70 70 


To this must be added ix months 
annuity, à d and one years purchaze 


on the redemption. | 


Mr. Cr:agh. There is no subject of delibe- 
« ration in these statements.“ 

The King. True, Sir, F the notes can be 
„ negotiated at six months; but it may be 
necessary to make them payable at a shorter 


date. 


Mr. Creagb. That cannot be, —for having 


THE FXPENCE AND EVENTUAL ' 
LOSS IN RAISING 300 POUNDS | 
HALF GOODS, HALF MONEY, * 
FOR SIX MONTHS BY NOTES. | : c 
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3 S. d. 43 43 
Commission 22 10 0 {1 4 
Losses on sale of the goods Fe 2M 
at 25 per Cent 75 00 111 £5 
Expences of Sale 15 0 0 od : 
Warehouse Room 1 100 4:46.35 
I 121 10 0 N | #1 


N. B. The second article is 
Stated at a very low estimate. 


„ named the earliest time at which I can with 
*« certainty engage to pay them; I will not 
* purchace a mere respite of inconvenience, at 
e the expence of my credit. | 

The King. I honour your principle * and a 
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moments patience would have convinced you, 
« that I am as solicitous to preserve the one, as 


* to remove the other. You have only to give 


me two notes for four hundred guineas each, 
at three months,—and two others of the same 
„% value at seven months. When the former, 
„ become due, they chall be replaced with the 
latter; which brings the actual repayment of 
the s um raised to your own time. and you 
« will consequently be supplied with the we 
sum you want.“ | 

This operation, will, indeed, * you to 
an imposition of five per cent on the renewal, 
(as we call it); from which I cannot protect 
vou, without taking more time in the nego- 
„ tiation, than the expedition you require will 
allow. But this addition of twenty pounds to 
the expence before stated, will still leave a bal- 
* lance in favour of raising temporary pupplies 
by notes; which I always prefer to annuities.” 

« Youare now competent Sir, (if Thave spoken 


_ << intelligibly), to Judge for yourself; and if you 


„still persist in your purpose, it will not be- 
* Come me to remonstrate further, or to delay 
8 executing your commands.“ 

Mr. Creagh. * perſectly comprehend you; 
and am extremely pleased with the fairpess and 
« liberality of your conduet: but circumstances 
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**,(whieh-F cannot nou communicate, will pre- 
vent my profiting. by the frank and candid ex- 
** planation you have given. The business must 
at all events, proceed in the way you have stat- 
ed. But how soon can it be compleated. 

The King. Ina day or Ie, the von are 
„ drawn immediately. 

Mr. Creagb. Instruct me in the Sin and 
** no time shall be lost on that account. .* * * * 
. „ „ 4 „„ „ EEE EE EEE EEE LSE, 
. „ „„ „ „ „ „ „ „„ „„ „„ 


„neee. res Sir, are dhe irt 
notes I have ever drawn. 

The King. © And very ty you POET: 
performed for a maiden essay.—My clients, 
indeed, are generally so well instructed by a 
« first lesson, that they seldom have occasion to 
*« take a second. . ä 

Mr. Creagb. Shall I see you to-morrow ?” 

The King. The final settlement of the 
«« Budget requires my attendance on the Minis- 
* ter to-morrow ; but I will certainly wait on 
you the next day.” Exit Mr. Cxxacn. 

Brother T easDaLE is more nice than wise, 
and will never emerge from his hole in Scot- 
land Yard, if he suffers pigeons like this to 
escape him. I dont know any right a money- 
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monger has to indulge prejudices, or concern 
himself about principle.—If left to my choice, 
J would rather transact business with knaves, 
(whether English or Irish), than your men of bo- 
nour; for they can't outwit me : but their at- 
tempting it, as they commonly do, is a fair 
Salvo to my conscience for making the most of 
them: and w..en I happen to ne gotiate tor the 
lender, —such borrowers are always ready to 
coalesce with me in any stratagem to chouse 
my client. My business, indeed, would soon 
be at a stand without a numerous corps of 
gentlemen performers to assist in the execution of 
my plans. 


N. B. Must not lose the opportunity of 
enlisting Jack AN—R—N. The young rascal 
has not been long out of his clerkship, and 
and though trained in the office of what is called 
an honest attorney, possesses principles and 
accomplishments that would entitle him to a 
precedency among the most docile and tract- 
able of my own pupils. Jack is indubitably a 


| rard avis, —a Lusus Diaboli, compleat!y fit ted 


by nature and education, to fill the honourable 
post of premier commis in my o.ice. The 
Saucy dog refused to give his name, cr to com- 
municate his business to the clerks, when he 
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came to solicit employment in my service: and 
having frequently applied without obtaining an 
audience, was at last announced to me as the 
handsome gentleman who had called so often. 
There was something indeed so impressive in 
his figure, that I actually believed kim for five 
minutes, (notwithstanding my skill in phisi- 
ognomy), to be a sprig of fashion, who came to 
be instructed in the road to ruin. 


I have strange forebodings respecting SoLo- 
tox. His disposition to remonstrate must be 
checked, but how to effect it is he question. 
cannot brook his hints about coming to an 
account; they are an insult to the prerogative 
I always exercise; and indicate a preference of 
his own interest to mine; which I never for- 
giveinany man on whom I can take a safe or secret 
revenge. He certainly fights shy, but I'IL 
soon bring him to 2 sense of his duty. 


Was at the expence of giving G— —w a good 
dinner, without seeing any way of turning him 
to account: his impudence might indeed be a 
valuable qualification in some branches of my 
dusiness; but he is such a compound of pedan- 
try and puppyism, that I fear 'twill cost me 
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more trouble to break bim in, than his services 
will be worth, 


It may be prudent, however, to keep on 
terms with him, as he means when called to the 
Bar, tostart at the Old Bailey ; where his talents 
may be of use to me, or my satellites: and as 
no man hath greater or more frequent occasion 
for a end in court, than I have; a little hos- 
pitality at present, if he has any gratitude, may 
not be thrown away. I have no doubt, however, 
of repaying myself in some way or other. 


He casually mentioned a private institution 
which he and a few other law students had 
commenced, ſor their mutual improvement in 
eloquence and disputation.—A thousand ideas 
of advantage from a connection with the mem- 
bers of such a society, instantly crowding upon 
my imagination; I expressed my approbation 
of it in a manner which drew from him an offer 
to set me down as a member; but said it must 
be done immediately, for otherwise my admis- 
sion would be exposed to some hazard; as the 
addition of two members to their present list, 
would compleat the number, beyond which the 
characters of all future candidates must under- 
go a critical invesiigation; and in the ordeal of 
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a ballot be liable to perpetual exclusion by a 
single black ball. A burnt child naturally 
dreads the fire.” I had too often experienced 
the disgrace of being black-balled, to expose 
myself to the event of a ballot, where the pre- 
tensions of a candidate are determined by his 
character; and therefore, (though not insen- 
Sible to the sarcasm conveyed in his intima- 
tion), suppressed my resentment for the pre- 
sent; and most cordially accepted his offer to 
introduce me, at the next mecting of the society, 
to his brother So s. 


February 14th. 


Negotiated two of Creacn's bills with 
Jacxson of Snow Hill.—That fellow. has no 
conscience, -He would not produce a guinea, 
without having one bill to cash the other.— 
Supplied CrEacn with twenty guineas:—if he 
nets another twenty for the other two, he may 
thank his stars that he fell into my hands,— 
TEASDALE would have sacked the whole. 


February 19th. 


I was last night at AsTrEy's,—sat in the same 
box with a young lady, whose expressive coun— 
tenance acted too forcibly on my sensibility to 

12 
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allow me a moment's attention to the enter 
tainment. I had the satisfaction, however, to 
observe that my captivating powers had their 
usual effect. The attractive allurements 
which I have always found to be irresistable, 
effectually served me on the present occasion : 
—before the curtain dropp'd, I might have said 
like CæsAR, „I came, I sau, I conquered.“— 
She permitted me to attend her home. 


My imagination having fixed her dwelling in 
the principal cantonement of the Cyprian corps, I 
directed the coachman towards Marybone. At 
the end of Brook Street, she hastily pulled the 
check-string, and desired to be set down in 
Hanover Square. I now concluded we must 
soon separate; and employed the few minutes 
that intervened, in protestations, intreaties, and 
the common place nonsense, which no woman 
Jever attempted could resist. When the coach- 
man stopped, she told me her name was Mac- 
KAY; that she was niece to the gentleman 
of that name, who had made so conspicuous a 
figure in the concluding scene of lord Picor's 
adventures in India: and proposed to introduce 
me the next morning to her uncle. We agreed 
tiat Mr, Mackax should be prepared to re- 


„ 


ceive me, and that I should immediately de- 
clare myself a candidate for her affections. 


— 


have never met with an adventure s0 like 
a dream.— Vet, experience hath taught me, that 
no effect of personal beauty and accomplisbmonts 


on the senses of a woman, should be a subject 
of doubt or surprize *. 'd 


A person who subscribes himself R. PoTTs, 
hath proposed a lottery speculation; refers for 
particulars concerning bimself, and his project, 
to Mr. James PicGERsGIL, the brother of 


my worthy colleague in the transactions of 
Love Lane.—JrMmy's character is expressed 
in ten words;—he's a more desperate and un- 
principled varlet than his brother. A pretty 
tollerable judgement, therefore, may be for med 


Self complacency in respect of bodily endowments, is so 
fixed a principle in human nature, that it would be extremely 
difficult to find an instance in either sex, who, if brought to 
the test, would exchange their mere person for that of any 
other: and as a principle, —it must act as effectually to its end in 
the mind of deformity, as on the feelings of beauty: which 
may account ſor that conceit of personal perfections, which is 
ottentimes most prevalent where natu:e hath been least 
liberal of hei favours. 
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ot Mr. PoTTs, without the gift of prophecy, or 
the trouble of an enquiry. The net profit of 
his plan is estimated, he says, at wo hundred 
and fifty pounds per week, without risk; besides 
what he calls the grand sweep. I'll hear the 
particulars ; and if his estimate be well founded, 
will accede to his proposal,—or carry it myself 
into execution as shall best suit my interest 
or convenience. -The produce of Mr. CREacn's 
bills will give me great advantage in either case. 
That acquisition comes likewise very @ propos for 
pushing matters with my new conquest, if my 
intended interview with the uncle be propitious. 


February 206th. 


Attended my appointment in Hanover Square. 
If there be a destiny in human affairs, I am 
certainly selected to give repose to the restless 
spirit of lord PiGor. Old Mackav's permit- 


ting my addresses to a girl who is the object of 
his own licentious passlion,—receiving me as a 


Jricnd, and committing himself confidentially 
to me in @ firs interview; demonstrate that the 
mand of tate is upon him:—and the powers of 
darkness could not have chosen a more effectual 
mean of executing their purposes against him, 


than by introducing me to his acquaintance. 


(93-3 


The cullibility of the uncle, and the extreme 
Susceptibility of the young lady, will save me in- 
finite trouble in the process; but my project 
must speedily be carried into execution, or 
it may fail in spite of fate; for a man cannot 
now a-day be sure of the bread in his mouth, 
till he has swallowed it. Appearances must in 
the mean time be kept up at a great expence : 
I shall therefore engage with PoTTs and P16- 
GERSGILL Without further consideration, or 
holding any debate with my conscience con- 
cerning the rectitude of their plan: 


— 


Get money, money still, 
And then let virtue follow if she will. 
| Poe. 


Tebruary 275th. 


Beat up SoLowow's quarters. Surprized him 
in the audacious act of stating the productions 
of his dexterity committed to his care, in the. 
form of an accompt.—Had sufficient command 
of myself to conceal my displeasure ;—affected 
great cordiality ;—and desired he would name a 
time for bringing our ccncerns to a settlement. 
—His countenance instantly brightened ;—he 
huddled up his papers, and promised to attend 
me the next Cay. This little rascal shall re- 


e 


turn to his duty, or feel the weight of my 


power, | 
February 28th. 


SOLOMON kept his appointment, but did not 
seem disposed to begin aconversation. I there- 
fore changed my purpose of acting defensively ; 
and assuming the authority of a plaintiff, requir- 
ed him to account for his absense; in which he 
had obstinately persisted for three weeks, 
though repeatedly summoned to attend me. 
He answered in a tone of insolence, that “he 
was otherwise engaged.” TI expressed hopes of 
his exhibiting subsfantial proofs, that he was 
better engaged. That, he said, was unnecessary ; 
for being master of his time, he was not accoun- 
table for the application of it.—I was strongly 
inclined to have laid him at my feet; but fear- 
ing he might presume to retort upon me, and. 
perhaps discompose the fascinating arrange- 
ment of my features, (Which at this time, would 
be particularly mal-a-propos), I thought it more 
prudent to try the effect of finess, which is my 
forte; and if that should fail, to have recourse to 
bluster and menace, which have served me in a 
hundred critical situations, without risk of a 
black eye, or a bloody nose. Determined, how- 


ever, to use them sparingly, as SOLOMON knows 


I am a coward at heart, 


( 65 ) 


Without giving me time to examine his 
countenance, (for my proceedings are always 
govern'd by physiognomonical observation) he 
opened on a subject which I had no intention, 
or inclination to discuss, | 

Solomon. I presume Sir, from what you 
* hinted yesterday, that the settlement of your 
** accompt with me is the object of our present 
meeting; the sooner therefore we proceed to 
business the better, | 

The King. Short reckonings, to be sure 
«© Master SOLOMON, are soonest settled; and 


«« your taking the hint so readily hath raised both 


your honor and your comprehension, in my 
estimation, fifty per cent. 

Solomon. I hope you will enable me before 
we part to return the compliment. 

The King. That will depend more on your- 
self than me; for I always do as I am done 
© by.—I understand from the journal of HyYpe's 
te office, to which I have free access; that the 
«« gentlemen of your corps have been wonder- 
« fully active in the last fortnight; and you know 
** Sirrah that the informations at Bow Street 
* (which give the same account) are open to 
* me, notwithstanding my fracas with Sir Sau- 
N: it would therefore be an ill compliment 
„ to the superlative skill and activitv of Mr. 
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« S5LoMon Dr Cos ra, to doubt his having 
*« reaped plentifully, from so plentiful a harvest. 
«« Suppose, by way of opening, we look over 
the collection you have made ſince we last 
«« met? 
Solomon. ** I don't pretend to cope with 
« you in wit; and having never had the bene- 
« fit of Mr. D—-B—x's instructions in Locic, 
** it would be a folly in me, to waste time in 
* argumentation.—This paper contains a list 
of the articles you have received from me; 
« which taken at the lowest valuation, cannot 
e have produced less than four hundred and 
«« fifty, or five hundred pounds; without includ- 
ing the gold tooth pick case taken from 
« CounT GENTIL1, or the diamond setting of 
* his beautiful minzature, which, your friend 
«* GREENSILL hath converted into an orna- 
* ment for your breast. These are not carried 
* to accompt, because they have the honor I 
e perceive, to compose a part of your regalia. 
The first thing to be done (in my opinion) 
towards a settlement, is the payment of my 
« sþare in the produce of the articles you have 
© 50/d; and to make a fair division of such as 
are not sold. 
Ibe King. I cannot assent to a tittle of your 
„proposition: —and when people differ in the 
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settlement of accompts, it is usual I believe 
*« to have recourse to a third person; we will 
therefore submit the matter, if you please, to 
* SIR SAMPSON WHICHT; who will soon instruct 
aus in the right method of proceeding ; for 
you are bent I perceive upon Newgate, or 
the Hulks; and it ſhall not be my fault if 
you are disappointed.“ 

Solomon. I thank you Sir, for correcting 
the error I have committed, in thinking “be 
„Devil is not so black as be is painted.” I am 
indeed so sensible of the favor, that, if mis- 
fortune should overtake me, whether caused 
by accident, or treachery, you may sleep in 
in peace: for be assured I will never aggra- 
vate my disgrace, by the exposure of my con- 
% nection with you.” 

The King. Come, come, Master SoLoMoN, 
« you are too warm. I have carry'd the joke 
* perhaps too far, But surely you don't think 
me serious. 

Solomon. I have no reason to doubt it.“ 

The King. But if I declare otherwise.“ 

Solomon, *I should not believe you, —A 
* hundred instances of perfidy and baseness 
** towards your best friends, recur to my re- 


* collection; which, must have. deter'd me 
K 2 
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« from having any intercourse with you; if 1 
* had given them a thought. 

The King. Your recollection doth not 
% enable you, to state any instance of baseness, 
e or perfidy, towards yourself. 

Solomon, For the best reason in the 
«« world ;—you had no opportunity. You con- 
„ vinced me, however, that the inclination 
% was not wanting; for though I served you 
* faithfully, and effectually, for more than five 
„months as a clerk; you had not the spirit, or 
** honeſty, to pay me for my services. I have 
« known many gentlemen become bankrupts, 
„ and make sbam failures, like you, to cheat 
* other creditors ;—but none who descended to 
the petty larceny, of cheating their servants.“ 

The King. That omission, you must be 
„sensible, was merely the effect of accident. 
The reasons of my retreat from Love Lane 
«« were too urgent as you know, to allow any 
immediate attention to the minutiæ of my 
domestic concerns. But that ſubject of com- 
plaint, my dear Sol oo, shall be removed, 
* the moment you are disposed to indulge me 
„with half an hours conversation. At present 
you are not in a humour to appreciate my 
professions of friendship; or to credit any 
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« assurances of my particular regard to your 
« interest. But a little time will convince 
„you.“ | 
Solomon. I am already convinced, that 
* you are destitute of honour, incapable of 
friendship, and insensible to every Intereſt 


but your own.” Exit SoLOMON. 
# 


I have mismanaged matters strangely with 


my little Benjamite :—he hath certainly slipped 


through my fingers; and (what is worse,) I 
have no chance of recovering him :—but there 
is a mixtureof good andevilin all human events. 
Though my loss be greivous, Iam relieved from 
the necessity of refunding, which of all things I 
abominate.—l cannot for the life of me avoid 
looking upon every thing I touch as my own; 
and it isn't often that I suffer my self to be rea- 
son'd out of so pleasant a conceit. But after all 
it will be long, I fear, before | recover the shock 
of this rencountre: the undeniable truth of his 
allegations and the pointed severity of his re- 
torts, overwhelmed my faculties and almost de- 
prived me of the power of utterance.—l've not 
been so miserably humbled in my own mind 
Since the discipline I received from that terrible 
rufflan Mc. D-x—6n; who gain'd admittance 
by surprise, —just hinted his business, —and 


8 
not liking my answer, — never ceased cudgelling 
me, till, (one aſter anotber ) I surrendered bills, 
to the tune of twelve hundred guineas; of 


which, he said, I had swindled Lord Lincorn ; 
though, God knows, I have seldom made pro- 


perty of a security, more boneslly in my life.“ 


Received a visit from Mr. CREAGH, to whom 


I had fiſty times been deny'd, in the last five 


weeks ;—for though I can easily settle it with 
my conscience, to make free with a man's pro- 
perty.—!I don't like to look him afterwards in 
the face. He was so changed that I should 
scarcely have known him if he hadn't been 
announced. He had none of that simplicity 
and complaisance which interested me so warmly 


in his favor at the rst interview; but talked 


loudly,—complained of being tricked, —de- 
manded his b:lls,—and threatened me with a 
magistrate, if, they were not instantly delivered. 


* The Duke f N. (who was more anxious to frust rate 
the indiscreet efforts of his son to raise money, than to 
render them unnecessary) ; being informed of these bills on 
the morning they became due; and assured that no considera- 
tion had been paid ;—rcquested the interposition of Mr. 


Mc. D. who executed his commission in the judicious, 


e ſtec tual, and e. xemplury manner, described by the KING. 


11 


His behaviour, indeed, was altogether so savage, 
and insolent, that I ſhall leave him to bis remedy, 
without taxing my generosity, (as I had some 
thoughts of doing,) with another twenty guineas. 
A magistrate indeed !—he little knows how 
dexterously I manage matters with the 7es1- 
minsterJustices. He had a moreimpressiveargu- 
ment in his hand that might have been applied 
with greater effect. If he gets another oppor- 
tunity of using it, before bis bills are paid, it ſhall 
be my fault. That point being ſettled, a dirk 
or pistol may be opposed ty his sbelala without 
hazarding the loss of my prize, bv dispalching 
him.* 


March 11th. 


Though ten days are elapsed, the tremendous 
sound of SoLoMON's voice still vibrates on my 
ear: but the remembrance of his defection shall 
no longer depress me. In a multiplicity of 


* The payment of all the bills drawn by Mr. Cxxacn 
being enforced, he was so enraged against the author of his 
misfortune, as to utter some violent declarations which so 
alarmed the KING, that he actually procured a poignard and 
a pistol,— which he constantly wore in two side pockets 
fitted for the purpose till he received intelligence that Mr. 
Cxxacn had left Ing laud. 
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concerns, disappointments, and misfortunes 
must happen; but I have always found in the 
changes and chances of my life, that the fortu- 
nate event of one project, hath made amends 
for the failure of another: and who knows but 
my lottery engagement, may compensate for 
the loss of SoLowon? we have begun well, 
and if any of the favourite numbers remain in 
the wheel, till the twenty-ninth, or thirticth 
day of drawing, we shall make a fine hand of it: 
the price of insurance will run high; and, as 
numbers are taken at our offices,—at a lower 
premium, than, any office keeper who means to 
Pay, can afford; we shall be sure of customers 
enough. But the snares must be well set, and 
the baits adapted to the various tastes, and hu- 
mcurs of adventurers; which will require more 
skill, and a much greater share of discernment, 
than either of my associates can boast. Porrs 
inceed has some pretty ideas;—but they are 
mere hints; he has nothing systematic or scien- 
tific about him. That, however, is no parti- 
ticular disparage ment to his abilities; for there 
is not a rogue of any description, that I know, 
who systemizes fraud, or swindles scientifically 
but myself. vo 


I - Oy 
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The confessions that commence at this period of the 
journal, and form a large and interesting part of it, are so 
intermixed as to require the minutes on each subject to be 
arranged in a distinct and connected order. The Eprron, 
therefore resumes the liberty of stating them narratively, 
lest the want of perspicuity should perplex his readers, 
and consequently disappoint his hopes of contri- 
buting to their intertainment or edification, by pro- 
voking them to throw aside his book. | 


—— 


BOLD efforts, indefatigable perseverance, and 
a rooted aversion to every principle of morality, 
honesty, or honour, characterize the exploits, 
and enterprizes of the KinG;—and manifestly 
distinguish his projects, from those of the most 
accompliebed of his subjects. He knows the dan- 
ger of delay; and never exposes himself to the 
hazard of a disappointment, **by spending 
much time in negociation, 


He did not forget that the observation of this 
maxim would be necessary in Hanover Square. 


His second visit to Miss Mackay, pro- 


duced a serious proposal of marriage, to her 
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uncle. Mr. Macxay surveyed him with silent 
astonish ment, not unmixed, perhaps, with sen- 
sations of another kind; for though he seem- 
ingly favoured the first overture; his resolution 
to sacrifice a vicious, and depraved passion, to 
the happiness of its object; was too weak to 
withstund the bewitching influence of a smile. 


or to survive an accidental touch of her soft 
hand. 


The KinG presuming on the authority of an 
old adage, concluded that his silence implied 
consent: and availing himself, as he thought, 
of the favourable moment oſ compliance; made 


a tender of the rent - roll of his Eutopian domain 


for Mr. Macxar's inspection; with a long 
schedule of ideal property, which he meant to 
realize at the old gentleman's expence :—and to 
complete the matter,—desired a spcedy explana- 
tion of his intentions, concerning the payment 
of the young lady's fortune. 


The consternation which instantly overspread 
the visage of Mr. Mackay, could hardly 
have been exceeded, if the ghost of Lord Picor 
had appeared before him. For he never had it 
in contemplation to bestow on lier a single 
guinea, but for value received, As some reply, 


3 


however, was unavoidable, he promised to con- 
sult his friends on the subject, and in a short 
time to acquaint him with the result. — Though 
nothing favourable or satisfactory could be cob 
lected from this answer ; — the boasted acuteness 
of the Kinc's discernment must have failed him, 
if he had not perceived, it was high time to con- 
clude the conversation, and take his leave. 


The young lady, whose curiosity had placed 
her at a convenient aperture in the wainscoat, 
having overheard their conversation; contrived 
in spite of old ARcvs, to convey a note to her 
lover, unobserved. The consequence, was an im- 
mediate interview at a confectioner's in Bond 
Street, — for the harmless purpose of conferring, 
on the critical situation of their affairs. 


Though Venus be the avcwed Goddess of the 
Kixc's idolatry ; he doth not affect to conceal, 
that PL.uTus, and Mercury, come in for a con- 
Siderable sbare of his devotions. He gave in- 
deed pretty strong proofs on the present occa- 
sion, to his infatuated Dulcinea, that there are 
passions which bear higher rule in his royal 
bosom, than love.—The moments which an 
impassioned lover would have consecrated to 
the delightful effusions of affection ;—to the 
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extatic and undescribable communications which 
lovers only experience ;—were devoted to sordid 
enquiries about her uncle's fortune, which he 
already enjoyed in imagination, and in 
efforts to engage her in a diabolical scheme, for 
obtaining the possession of it in reality. 


But in this he over-rated his persuasive powers, 
— She was not yet so contaminated, —so lost to 
every virtuous and feminine feeling, as to yield 
her consent.—At this interview however, she 
disclosed to him the secret motives that influ- 
enced, and (in her opinion), would for ever in- 
fluence Mr. Mackay, to oppose their union. 
She described the various characters he had 
assumed to bring her to his purpose. He had 
persecuted her with the hateful cooings of debi- 
litated dotage ;—approached her like Juri TER 


in a shower of gold ;—and in the hideous form 


of a Satyr had endeavoured by brutal violence 
to subdue her. — She exhibited to him the marks 


of outrage imprinted on her arms, —her neck, 


her bosom.—He listened to her tale with 
a degree of anxious attention, which juvenile 
simplicity could impute only to manly 
feelings. A tear of gratitude started from her 
eye.—Her experience had not yet taught her 
that the KixG's heart was impenetrable to, the 
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sentiments, the feelings, or the principles of 
a man. 


It was not her sufferings that intereſted his 
attention ; nor a desire to relie ve, or protect 
her, that produced in his countenance or manner. 
the appearance of anxiety.— Though habituated 
by daily misconduct, to daily insult and reproach; 
the slightest cause of chagrin excites his ma- 
lignity. Mr. Macxar's reception of his matri- 
monial proposition had disturbed, and offended 
him. He meditated revenge :—the possession 
the reſore of ſo import ant a secret, was a cordial 
to his heart. He perceived that in the way of 
recrimination, it would apply as a set off, against 
any untoward discoveries respecting himself; 
or be opposed with effect to the impediments 
which seemed likely to arise, on the part of Mr. 
Mackay, in the prosecution of his matrimo- 
nial speculation. These were the intereſting con- 
Siderations which rivetted his attention to the 
circumstances ſhe stated; and made him eagerly 
solicitous, to catch every syllable ſhe uttered 
on the subject. Though the hints, and infor ma- 
tion he obtained, in this conference with his fair 
friend, did not absolutely assure his success, 
they relieved his mind from much apprehenſion,/ 


1 
and solicitude, concerning the result of Mr. 
Macxar's deliberation. 


For several succeeding days, he regularly paid 
his compliments in Hanover Square.—Before a 
week expired, he could neither obtain access to 
Mr. MACKXAY or his niece, —His enquiries were 
answered from the arca, and he was always told, 
that, none of the family were at home,—He 
wrote,—but received no answer. 


In cases of mortification, or disappointment, 
his only sourse of satisfaction or comfort, is the 
the hope of revenge. He ceased for some time 
to knock at the door, but paraded daily in the 
square with a huge cudgell, the intended instru- 
ment of his vengeance on Mr, MacKay, who 
was then in his Seventy third year. 


March 18th. 


His patience being at length exhausted, and 
being assured in the neighbourhood that the 
family was in town, he made another effort to be 
admitted. They were still invisible. He drew 
a letter from his pocket, which, he told the ser- 
vant was of great importance to her master, 
and must be conveyed to him as soon as possi- 
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ble. She held up her apron to receive it. —He 
desired she would send the Valet de Chambre, 
or receive it herself at the door. The poor girl 
who was unacquainted with the KINd's person 
had been strictly ordered to admit no Gentleman, 
without calling the footman, or consulting her 
master ; but perceiving nothing in his appear- 
ance which answered that description, she saw 
no harm in complying with his request. The 
door being consequently opened, he rushed by 
her, and made good hs way to Mr. Mackay's 
study, where he found the old gentleman con- 
templating a naked Venus,—the chef d' ceuvre 
of little Cavswar's pencil. Mr, Mackay started 
from his seat. The conversation that ensued 
is stated verbatim from the KixG's journal in 
the following dialogue. 


Mr. Mackay. What is the occasion of this 
% impertinent, and ruffian like intrusion ?”” 

1he King. I come, Sir, to demand a cate- 
«« gorical answer to my proposal, and an 


explanation of your ungentlemanly conduct 
towards me.” 


Mr. Mackay, « You might have learnt both, 


„without giving yourself or me, the trouble 
« of this visit.” 


The King. © Through what means.“ 
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Mr. Mackay. © By consulting your consci- 
« ence.” 
The King. Conscience, Sir, has not the 
*« honour to be in the list of my privy counsell- 
** ors ; and if I may judge from your exploits in 
India; or indeed, from a trifling circumſtance 
or two, that have occur'd in England, —she 
** has no more concern with your affairs than 
with mine.“ | 
Mr. Mackay. * I have neither time or incli- 


nation to enter into a further inveſtigation of 


your merits, I know enough of your situa- 
tion, and character, to have determined that 
you shall neither have my neice, nor touch a 
a guinea of my fortune.” 

The King. Lou have heard, perhaps, that 
„Jam already provided with a wife: which is 
«« very true. But the Jewish lawgiver, my 
«« good Sir, understood human nature, and 
** was 2 deal wiser, than the folks who made laws 
« for you christians ;—and it ſo happens, that,no 
* two men alive are clearer proofs of it than 
ourselves. You, and your helpmate, who 
have hated one another, ab origine, —and offer 
«« up daily prayers for the dissolution of an 
*« odious, and unnatural union; are doom'd, 
*« notwithstanding, by your christian law, to be 
* acurse to each other“ © ſo long as ye both 
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* ſhall live. My Deborah God help her !—has 
« the gentleness of a lamb, is as fond as a 
turtle, and has but one fault: she has out- 
«« lived my liking.“ But that fault comprehends 
every thing objectionable in a wife. The law 
„ of Moses therefore hath ordained, that a man 
in such case ſhall be allow'd, with the consent 
of the priests and elders, (which is a matter 
of course,) to put her away. I have made 
the necessary arrangements to avail myself 
of this indulgent law; and shall be ready in a 
«« few days, to fulfil my engagement with your 
lovely neice, either in the Jewish, or Christian 
form.“ 
Mr. Mackay. * You have heard my determi- 
© nation, and might have reserved this proof 
of your profligacy, and impudence, for a 
fitter occasion. You must now retire.” 


Without waiting a reply, he rang the bell; 
and the family having previously been alarmed, 
by the girl who admitted him; two men ser- 
vants instantly appeared, and laying theirirreve- 
rend hands on his royal shoulders, conducted 
him to the street door; and dismissed him, 
with an impressive admonition, on each side of 
his posteriors, to be more cautious in future 


M 


-- 
— # 
— 


„ rr 
2 5 » 4 - 
_ b - . _— * 4 
2 — 2» — 1 PY . 


(06:73 


of insulting gentlemen, or bringing poor ser- 
vants into trouble. 


If it were consistent with the duty of an Editor, 
to gratify his feelings at the expence ct Historic 
truth; he would throw a veil, on the concluding 
circumstances of this little memoir. But 
having pledged himself to report faithfully, he 
cannot avoid informing his readers, that, the 
RING found means to persuade Miss Mackar, 
to retire with him to an obscure lodging at 
Pimlico, where she experienced, (in the short 
space of eighteen months,) every kind, and 
degree of misery, that an unfeeling, and unprin- 
cipled seducer could inflict, on female credu- 
lity.—She was once brought to bed, in that 
period, and twice miscarried, The KkixG's 
aversion to children is unconquerable. The firſt 
symptoms of pregnancy, therefore, (which 
strengthen affection, and produce an increase 
of tenderness, in ordinary minds,) caused a 
manifest abatement in his attention and regard, 
to his unfortunaie protege, His visits were 
shorter, and less frequent. The indulgences 
and gratifications he at first provided, (and 
which her situation now required,) were dis- 
continued; and even the common necessaries 
of life more scantily supplied. | 
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Mr. Macxar, who during her pregnancy, had 
resisted her repeated supplications for pardon, 
and support; was induced by humane interfe- 
rence to grant her, (when she lay in,) an annuity 
of thirty pounds per annum, 


If this favour had been withheld but a few 
weeks, the sudden death of Mr. Macxay would 
have left her without the smallest token, of his 


- bounty ; or any other resource, than a paltry, 
: and precarious pittance, of twelve shillings a 
: week, —allotted by her liberal seducer, for the 
, maintenance of herself and her child ! 

1 Before the expiration of the eighteen months, 
i in which she was honour'd withthe King's pro- 
Fn tection ; he introduced to her acquaintance, a 
R French desperado, named CHAMERON, who 
n had been private secretary, to the Duc pe 
os PENTHIEUVRE ; but having made too free with 
8 the contents of his master's bureau, was obliged 
. to make a precipitate retreat from his own 
23 country; and had taken refuge in the metropo- 
os lis of England. This gentleman was intended 
d by the Kins, to succeed him in the possession, 
_ 


if not in the affection of Miss Mackay,—No 
artifice or maneuvre, conducive to this object, 
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was omitted. He very soon persuaded them 
to believe, that each, had a partiality for the 
other; and by frequently bringing them together, 
produced in reality, what they had been artfully 
taught, by his insinuations, to imagine. 


The person and address of her new lover, 
being very superior to the vulgar figure, and 
and uncooth manners, of her seducer ; and his 
unmanly treatment, having greatly weakened 
her affection towards him ; it would have been 
extraordinary indeed, if she had escaped the 
sSnare.— The plot succeeded in all its circum- 
stances, to his utmost wishes, and gave him 
an opportunity of exhibiting another instance 
of hypocricy, and finesse. He affected to be 
greatly distressed at the obvious estrangement 
of her affections; and gently reproached his 
friend, for depriving him of so invaluable 
a blessing. But perceiving, he said, the vio- 
lence of their attachment to each other, he 
knew it would be madness to oppose their 
wishes; and had therefore come to a resolu- 
tion to ensure their happiness, whatever might 
be the consequence to himself: and concluded 
the farce, by condescendingly joining their 
hands. 


Ma ww . © Foes v 
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April 18th. 


The Kinc's mind, had been $0 intent on the 
aecomplishment of his purpose in Hanover 
Square, that during three weeks, which pre- 
ceded his last visit to Mr. Mackay, he seemed 
to have forgotten, that any such persons as 
P1iG6GERSG1L, or PoTTs existed. The event of 
that visit roused him from his delusive dream. 
of wallowing in rupees, and pagodas, without 
the trouble of a voyage to India; and brought 
to his recollection, that the wheel of fortune 
was at that moment, making rapid revolutions 
in his favour. 


Though his lottery concern, (owing as he 
supposed to the roguery of his partners,) did 
not produce the tythe of his estimate; he netted 
upwards of four hundred pounds. The defici- 
ency was imputed by his associates, to the 
incalculable, and unfortunate event, of the 
two favourite numbers breaking cover on the 
twenty - first day of drawing: which obliged them 
to decamp, a week sooner than had been fixed for 


their adjournment. They stated likewise in 


further explanation, that the entire front of 


their office in Pircadilly being pulled down; 


3 


and every door, window, and partition of their 
house in Holborn, demolished by the mob; they 
were obliged to pay the damages on the nail; 
(which, had been estimated by anticipation, at 
the enormous sum of six hundred and eighty 
seven pounds, ) or, submit to be surrendered by 
their rapacious landlords, to an enraged populace, 


Not chusing to risk so valuable an acquisi- 
tion as Mr, Porrs; he passed their account 
with seeming approbation ; but determined ta 
take upon himself, the office of treasurer, in their 
next adventure; and to make himself ample 
amends for his present disappointment." 


April 23d. 


The title of ConveEyanNCER, which the KING 
assumed in his advertisement from Gray's Inn, 
attracted the notice of the society; and caused 
a little derangement in his plan of operations.— 
An inquirywas instituted concerning the charac- 


ter, and pursuits, of the occupier of Mr. Rop1n- 


80n's chambers. FREEMAN the (ostensible 


manager of the business,) feeling a presentiment 
on this occasion, that the fore-ground would be 


tice post of danger; declared the name of his 
principal —A peremtory mandate, to quit the 


| 4 
Inn within three days, was immediately dispatch- 
ed to the Kix; with an admonition to desist, 
fromstyling himself a Conveyancer;—as he might 
otherwise expect, to be advertised as an 
impostor. 


His frequent experience of circumstances like 
this; and the consciousness that resistance must 
increase the evil, — determined to submit: 
and in three bours the key of his chambers was 
delivered to the treasurer of the society. He 
observed however at parting, that it every 
rogue in the Inn were dealt with, as he had 
been, the chambers occupied by the memvers, 
would very soon be without tenants. 


The loss of his office in Gray's Inn, was a mat- 
ter of serious concern; but the manner of his 
expulsion affected him more sensibly than any 
disgrace he had suffered, since his ignominicus 
failure in Love Lane; because it left him hope- 
less of satisfaction, or revenge ;—and was unac- 
companied with the soothing gratifications of 
success, —which have a wonderful efiect in 
conciliating his mind to the indignities, and dis- 
cipline, which frequently attend his predal spe- 
culations, and exploits. 
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It was several months before the loss of his 
chambers was repaired, by the acquisition of a 
house; for neither RoaBinson, or Tou f REEMAN 
had been abie to persuade any person to receive 
bim, or either of themselves, as a tenant ; and 
it might have been much longer, if the attrac- 
tive power of congeniality, (by which rogues, as 
well as virtuous men are impelled towards each 
other,) had not thrown him into contact with 
Mr. Jobn FREEMAN, an Attorney of Hay Hill, 
in Forcestcrsbire, who at that time was in pos- 
session of a decent house in the neighbourhood 
of St Fames's. | 


What subject could resist so fair an occasion 
of serving his KING ?—FREEMAN was dutiful and 
loyal. —His sovereign condescending and gra- 
cious. The residence of his Predatorial Majes- 
ty was consequently removed to Mr. FREE- 
MAN's house in Cleveland Court; where he soon 
recovered his spirits, and astonished the world 
with new and extraordinary efforts of his 


genius. 


— — — 
— — — — 


—— 


Many of the exploits which gave celebrity 
to MR. JOHN PREEMAN, in the counties of Wor- 
ceſter and Warwick, had reached the kINcd's 
ear; and made him very deſirous to enter into an 
alliance with him ; he therefore determined, if 
poſſible, to retain him near his fierſon ; but to ſe- 
cure him, at all events, in ſome way or other. 


A more favourable opportunity than the pre- 
ſent could not have occurred ; for the cauſe of his 
viſit to London, made it neceſſary to poſtpone, for 
ſome time, his return to Hay Hill. 


The x1xc's purpoſe was completely accom- 
pliſhed at their firſt conference; in which he had 


the further ſatisfaction of learning, that ſeveral 


of MR. FREEMAN'S Country. Aſſociates, who were 
in the ſame predicament with himſelf ;—and 
whoſe ſfirit and abilities qualified them for any 
enterprize, were at his devotion : among whom 
were Meſſrs. Joſeph and Samuel Harris; the 
latter of whom, under the name -of Nelthorpe, 
had defrauded an amiable and beautiful dutcheſs 
of fifteen hundred pounds. Theſe gentlemen being 


preſented on the next day, were honoured by 


N the 


i 
B 1 
1 4 
a 1 
1 by 
* — 
„ 0 
5 as 


— aa 
* ” 4 . 
2 


— 4 . — — — — ——- 
r 
4 « 2 - # * * 
# af : © Ly = , 
2 0 2%” © cad 
- — ö 


A 
. 

' 4:0 
q- 

: 


90) 


— 


the X1NG vil a gracious and cordial reception; 
and thoir names immediately entered on the lift 
oi. his „ Iajeſty's ſervants. 

An advertiſement containing liberal offers of 
ſervice, as a Hhaucier, to perſons of rank only; 
WITHOUT ANY PECUNIARY COMPENSATION, 
was his firſt manceuvre in Cleveland court. IIe 
profeſſed, under the fictious name of Ofborze, to 
ſupply whatever ſum their occaſions might re— 
quire ; on the eaſy condition of employing their 
intereit in procuring civil employments either at 
home or abroad —commiſſions in the army or 
navy; or any ſort of church preferment; in fa- 
vour of a few friends, for whom the advertiſer 
withed to provide :—intimating likewiſe, that 
other advantages attending this method of nego- 
ciating loans, (incommunicable through a news- 
pajer) would be demonſtrated to ſuch of the 
nobility, as ſhould honor him with their com- 
mands. 


As no ſ-mptom of a diſpoſition to ſerve any 


body but himſelf; or to admit a reciprocity of 


intereſts in his negociations, has hitherto ap 
peared ; the reader, (if left to his conjectures con- 
cerning the object of this advertifement,) mult 
conclude; that, the K1xs's intention, was to 

Commence 


4 1 


commence Auctioneer ; and that all offices, civil 
and military, naval and eccleſiaſtical; were in 
his ſpeculation, deſtined tothe hammer :—or that 
a marvellous metamorphoſe had taken place in 
his royal mind. © But the Ethiop changes not 
his ſkin, nor the Leopard his ſpots.” Whatever 
maſk he may aſſume, his purpoſe is depredation. 


An advertii-ment of more general import 
might at this time have expoſed him to the ſuſ- 
picious eyc of the Gray's Inn Socicty ; whoſe no- 
tice he ſtill withedto elude Hand the facility with 
which he was diſcovered through the daſtardly 
timidity of MR. TOM FREEMAN, had deter- 
mincd him to take in future, a more remote, and 
conſequently, a more ſecure ſtation, in the back 
ground. His preſent manœuvre., therefore, was 
intended merely, to obtain the names of ſuch per- 
ſons of diſtinction, as ſtood in need of temporary 
ſupplies; for nothing was further from his inten- 
tions than a fer/onz! negociation, Or a correſſioudeuce 
with them. The giving in their names; the 
ſum wanted; and the tune at which it muſt be 
ſupplied ; —with the common-place aſſurance 
on the part of Mr. Oſborne, that their bu'neſs 
ſhould be compleated with all poſſible expedt- 
tion; concluded the buſineſs of a firſt viſit in 
Cleveland court. 
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The following letter, of which numerous trant- 
cripts were always ready, was inſtantly diſpatch- 
ed to the houſe of any gentleman who thus ap- 
plied ; and ſo expeditiouſly conveyed, as to meet 
him at his return : by which all eventual ſuſpicion 
was averted from its real author. 


SIX. 


« ] am this moment informed by a gentleman, 
« who has the honor to be your particular friend; 
« that you are deſirous of raiſing a ſum of money, 
« without waſting time, in the formalities of a 
« mortgage; or ſubmitting to the impertinent 
« ceremony of a bond. —It gives me particular 
« pleaſure to inform you, that I have ſeven, or 
« eight hundred pounds at my difpoſal ; with 
« which I am ready to accommodate you at fix 
* hours notice, on your note ouly. I will wait on 
« you to-morrow at ten, and hope to find, what- 
C ever be your determination,) that I have not 
te offended, by preſuming to ſolicit the honor of 
« ſerving you. 


« I am, Sir, moſt reſpeCtfully, 
«© Your.devoted Servant, &c.“ 


The execution of this project was confided to 
Mr. James Piggersgill, who generally ſubſcribed 
the letter, with the name of his friend Potts; 

| but 
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but had ſometimes the boldneſs to ſubſcribe his 
own. 


The receipt of a letter, ſo highly flattering to 
the wiſhes of any gentleman in immediate want 
of money ; could not fail to give a favourable im- 


preſſion, and induce a polite, and welcome recep- 


tion of the writer. No inſtance indeed occurred, 
in which the manceuvre did not ſucceed, to the 
utmoſt extent of the x1x6's ſpeculation ; for no 
gentleman, on whom the experiment was tried, 
either declined the propoſed interview; or heſi- 
tated to commit his notes for a feu hovrs, to 
enable the ſpecious, and accommodating Mr. 
James Piggerſgill, to procure the promiſed ſupply. 


The late Earl of S—D—w—cn, and Sir 
G—Rr—E Y-, were the principal ſufferers in 
this adventure. From the former, —acceptances 
were obtained for four hundred and eighty frounds ; 
which his Lordſhip agrecd, after a faint reſiſtance, 
to liquidate by quarterly inſtalments ; though 10 
conſideration was paid. 


The matterwith SIX G—r—E Y-, (from 
whom Bills of Exchange were obtained for fix 
hundred pounds,) produced a ſeverer conflict. 
The bills were advertiſed, with the uſual intima- 
tion, that being fraudulently obtained, they 

would 
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would not be paid. This ſpirited proceeding, 
from which gentlemen ſo defrauded, are fre— 
quently diſcouraged by falſe delicacy; put an 
cad to the xd s depredations in this way. 


The editor wiſhes he could add, that it pre- 
vented all further trouble to Six G REE; or 
even, that roguery was not triumphant in the 
end. The bills were tranſmitted by Mr. Jack- 
ſon, of Snow hill, to his factor, at Amſterdam ; 
and the hand-writing of the Britin Se—t—y 
at Wr being ſatisfactorily proved, they 
of courſe paſted through the common chan— 
nels of circulation. In due time they were 
remitted for payment; with a reference, {if any 
difficulty aroſe,) to Mr. Jackſon ; by whom they 
were guaranteed, though not indorfed. Payment 
being refuſed agreeably to SIX G—R—'s ad- 
vertiſement; an action was brought by Jackſon, 
as attorney for his correſpondent in Holland. 
The law has no reſpect to perſons. The nc- 
ceſſary proofs being adduced, in ſupport of the 
action; and the circumſtances ſtated in defence, 
being inadmiſhble; or at leaſt ineitectual  @ court 
of lato; a vervict was entered for the plaintiit, 
ts the full amount of the bills. 


A very little attention to the exploits recorded 


by 


1-981 
by his PREDATORIAL MAJESTY, will clearly 
evince, that he hath oftener ſucceeded, through 
the unguarded, and unreſerved confidence of 
his clients, in committing their bills, accep- 
tances, or other ſecurities ;—than by any efforts 
of his own ingenuity : and if the caution, which 
this obſervation ſuggeſts, be ſtrictly obſerved ; 
the SWINDLER will be deprived of his chief 


reſource and the rafacious tribe of Money-lenders 
be ſoon driven from the walks of men. 


The peremptory injunction by which the K1xG 
was reſtricted in the uſe of one advertiſement ; 
and the neceſſity he was now under of diſconti- 
nuing another ; (leſt the keen eye of ſuſpicion 
ſhould glance upon him;) had ſo circumſcribed 
his ſpeculations ; that he found himſelt perfealy 
at leiſure, to enquire into the reſpective capabi- 
lities of his new aſſociates: and was perfectly ſen- 
ſible that ſome plan of operations, independent 
of advertiſements, muſt, for the preſent, be 
adopted. For theſe purpoſes Mr. Jonx FREE. 
MAN was Called to a conſultation. 


A variety of undigeſted projects for an attack 
upon the principal bankers of the metropolis, 
had occaſionally employed the x 1xnc's cogitations 
for ſeyeral years. They now preſſed upon his 

mind 
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mind with more than uſual impulſe ; which he 
attributed to the over-ruling influence of his 


fanilier: concluding therefore that the moment 


was at hand which fate had marked for the ex- 
ecution of his purpoſe :—he communicated his 
thoughts to Mr. J. Freeman.—Harmony of opi- 
nion is a natural effect of congeniality in princi— 
ple. Infpiration could not have produced a 
more perfect coincidence in ſentiment, or incli- 
nation. 


The outline of a plan was ſketched ; confiden- 
tial accomplices named; and ſubjects for their 
firit experiment ſelected from the liſt of Bankers. 
Sir Robert Herries, and Meſſrs. Biddulph and 
Cocks were the intended victims. But much re- 
mained to be accompliſhed, before the projectors 
could begin their operation. It was eſſential to 
their plan that reſpectable accounts ſhould be 
openet at both houſes ; which according to their 
eſtimate, would require twelve hundred pounds. 
The xixc's finances, notwithſtanding the nomi— 
nal, amount of his late acquiſitions, did not ena- 
ble him to lay down a ſixth part of the ſum; 
and the pecuniary ability of his partner was ſtill 
more deicective. The moſt deſperate expedients 
were meditaied ; but aifording no hope of a ſup- 
plv, in any degree ſuitable to their purpoſe ; they 
were 
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were not reſorted to. The project however was 
too promiſing to be abandoned, till every effort 
of invention had failed. 


Freeman had been the ſolicitor and confiden- 
tial friend of Mr. G—t, the high B—I-f of 
B—ng—m, who had ſcraped together a conſide- 
rable property; and never ſuffered an opportu- 
nity of increaſing it, to eſcape him. He was in 
ſhort ſo devoted to the maxims of worldly wiſ- 
dom, that he would run any riſk to ſecure a good 
thing. The ſlighteſt intimation, (under circum- 
ſtances like the preſent,) that ſuch a man as Mr. 
G—t exiſted, was a ſufficient ſtimulus to the 
KING, to have undertaken a journey to the an- 


tipodes. 


The hints he received from John Freeman 
concerning the character and ſituation of Gt, 
determined him to prepare inſtantly for an ex- 
pedition to Warwickſhire, and decided in his 
mind the fate of the bankers. 


The dread of being taken cauſed a momen- 
tary unwillingneſs in Freeman to accompany - 
him. But the manifeſt probability of ſucceſs ; 
the perſuaſions of the KING; and the obvious ne- 
ceſſity of his preſence, to introduce, and nego- 
tiate the buſineſs with Gt, having quieted his 

O | fears ; 
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tears a poſt chaiſe and four was ordered to at- 
tend at an early hour the next morning, in Cleve- 
land court; and before midnight, they were ſet 
down at Dadley's hotel, at Birmingham. 


The «1x6 was introduced in form, and the 
purpoſe of their viſit communicated on the fol- 
lowing day to Mr. Gt. The influence of Joux 
FREEMAN ; the eloquence of the KING; and, 
though laſt not leaſt, - the ruling paſſion of the 
H—h Bt, ſilenced every ſuggeſtion of pru- 
dence; and precipitated the concluſion of a treaty, 
by which he engaged to ſupply the Kixs, 
with three hundred pounds on his bond; to 
advance two hundred for Freeman; and to 
lay down four hundred for himſelf, as a 
co-partner in their intended levy on the Ban- 
kers. The purpoſe of their journey being thus 
far accompliſhed ; they were too expert in nego- 
tiation, to allow him a moment for reflection; 
till the terms of the treaty, on his part were 
compleatly fulfilled. The payment was made by 
a bill of the Birmingham Bank, payable in Lon- 
don, for nine hundred pounds. The k IN who 
had experienced the accidents that ſometimes hap- 
pen, between the cup and the lip ; would have 
preferred bank notes ; or even the trouble of con- 
veying their prize to London, in hard caſh. To 

guard 
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guard as effectually as circumſtances admitted, 
againſt embarraſsment, or diſappointment,—from 
any after-thoughts of their new ally ; they took 
leave of the H—h B—I—f, and returned with all 
poſſible expedition to town. 


The chief impediment to the execution of 
their project being now removed; the ſubalterns 
were aſſembled to receive their final inſtructions. 
The accompt with Meſſrs. Biddulph and Cocks, 


was entruſted to John Havdon, a favorite and 
confidential clerk of Mr. FREEMAN ;—that with 


Sir Robert Herries,—to Henry Chamberlain, a 
farmer, who reſided at a village near Hereford. 


No circumſtance of the x1x6c's life had ever 
put his faith in man, to ſo hard a trial. Being 
conſcious that a ſixth part of fix hundred pounds, 
was more than ſufficient, to outweigh every con- 
fideration in his own mind ; he found it difficult 
to believe, that, either Haydon, or Chamberlain, 
who were praCtiſed in every ſpecies of roguery ; 
would withſtand a temptation, ſo greatly ſu- 
perior to his own powers of reſiſtance. Thro' this 
impreſſion he more than half inclined to abandon 
the project ; but was reſtrained by the fear of 
offending FREEMAN ; of whoſe conſequence he 
had received ſuch unequivocal proof ;—and who 


was beſt able to judge, whether the perſons they 
O 2 had 
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had choſen, were worthy of confidence or not. 
He brought himſelf therefore to ſubmit, though 
with great reluctance, to put into their hands 
twelve hundred pounds ; for the purpoſe of 
opening accompts, /everally, and in their own 
names, with the bankers. 


The event proved, that the x 1x6 was better 
verſed in the depraved principles, and wicked 
propenſities of human nature, than his colleague ; 


and that in one inſtance he had done no injuſ- 


tice, in © meaſuring another man's corn with his 
own buſhel.” His apprehenſions were fully rea- 
lized by the treachery and fl.ght of Mr. John 
Haydon ; who was too apt a ſcholar to neglect 
ſo fair an opportunity of imitating his maſters. 
The evil was without a remedy : but to prevent 


further loſs, — the other ſum of ſix hundred 


pounds, was immediately withdrawn from 


Chamberlain; and the project unavoidably poſt- 


poned, — to the great mortification, and dif- 
comfiture of the KING. 


The abſolute certainty of ſucceſs, if their plan 
of operations had been faithfully conducted; de- 
termined them to ſtrain every nerve to repair 
their loſs : and with all poſſible vigour, and ex- 
pedition to reſume their proceedings. They 
| were 
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were not however in a condition to do this for 
many months. The further manceuvres there- 
fore by which they finally ſucceeded, do not be- 
long to this period of the journal ; but are intro- 
duced here, becauſe a diſtinct view of the tranſ- 
action, is more material to the information, and 
entertainment of the reader, than a ſtrict adhe- 
rence to the order in which it ſtands. 


Before the re-commencement of their opera- 
tions, the confederates agreed that Charing croſs 
and St. James's ſtreet were not ſufficiently diſ- 
tant from each other, to allow time for the com- 
pleat, execution of their purpoſe. Meſſrs. H- 
and Co. with Meſſrs. P—s, H—y and 
B—h, were ſubſtituted, in the room of Sir Robert 
Herries, and Meſſrs. Biddulph and Cocks. 


An accompt was conſequently opened with 
Meſſrs. H—y and Co. in the name of Glover; 
a Carpenter, of Henly Arden, in Warwick- 
ſhire ; who was equipped, and attended as a man 
of fortune. Another accompt was opened with 
P—s and Co. by Joſeph Albut, a Taylor, of 
Alnwick, in Worceſterſhire, who was likewiſe fit- 
ted out asagentleman. The ſums which compoſed 


theſe accompts, (amounting to upwards of ele- 
| ven 
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ven hundred pounds,) were kept in perpetual 
luctuation between the two houſes. If Glover's 
accompt with P—s and Co. was low, that of Al- 
but's with H—v was proportionably high. Fre- 
quent transfers of caſh were likewiſe made, pre- 
paratory to the grand cou, from one houſe to the 
otner;—by mutrally praying in cheques, during the ſettling 
hours, which, according to the practice of that 
time, were immediately carried to their caſh accomſils. 
ITne regular payment ot theſe cheques for ſeveral 
weeks, amounting ſometimes to five, or ſix hun- 
dred pounds, created a fort of deluſive credit; by 
which the clerks were thrown off their guard; and 
their maſters eventually defrauded :—for the x 1x6, 
(under whoſe eye every movement was made, ) per- 
ceiving he had nothing to apprehend from the 
{uſpicious caution, which, commonly pervades 
the tranſactions of a Banking-houſe : aſſembled 
his coadjutors, and made immediate preparati- 
ons for carrying their point by a con de main; 
which was the method of attack originally fixed 
upon, for their preſent enterprize. 


Glover and Albut ſurrendered their pecuni- 
ary charge, by giving drafts to the KING on their 
reſpective bankers ; for nearly the amount of their 
zccompts : and filled up cheques in favor of each 
other, for fifteen hundred pounds; which were 
ſent 
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ſent in, the ſame evening, by way of replacing 
the ſums they had ſo drawn. Cheques for that 
ſum, likewiſe, were put into the x1x6's hands, 
to be preſented the next morning for payment; 
before any communication was likely to take 
place, (in the common courſe of buſineſs,) between 
the two houſes. Theſe cheques were diſtributed 
by the £186 and his colleague to the perſons ſe- 
lected to receive them; who were ſo alert in 
executing their orders, that fourteen hundred and 
twenty five pounds were received before ten 
o'clock on the following day. A bill for the re- 
maining ſeventy five pounds being preſented at 
Meſſrs. H—y's after the fraud was diſcovered ; 
the bearer, (Richard Cove) a menial in the 
KING's ſervice, was apprehended, and taken be- 
fore the Lord Mayor: but the drawer having 
kept caſh with Meſſrs. Hy and Co. the 
caſe could be conſidered only, as an attempt of 
Glover to overdraw his accompt. No crimina- 
lity therefore attaching to the bearer ;—Cove was 
diſcharged. The KING who ftill retained a 
painful remembrance of the defaultation of 
Haydon, did not expoſe his preſent afhiſ{- 
tants to the like temptation; but ſtationed 
himſelf in a coach (with M.. Drage, his 
chief clerk,) ſo near to the ſcene of action, 
as to have a perfe& view of every perſon ; who 

either 
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either went in, or came out of the ſhop of Meſſrs. 
H—y and Co. 


The perſons employed with Cove to receive 
the money, were Thomas D—n, (one of his own 
clerks,) a man of the name of Corbin who had 
been his coachman, and W—m M—I1s an at- 
torney of Birmingham; who came to town in the 
ſait of MR. JounN FREEMAN. They were ordered 
to convey the produce of the cheques to the 
KINO and being aware of the difficulty of elud- 
ing him, his orders were obeyed. A divifion of 
the profits were made on the ſame day, at a meet- 
ing of the parties in Cleveland Court. 
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The kI x, whoſe tenaciouſneſs of the glory; 
of a well- planned enterpriſe; is but little infe- 
rior to the greedineſs of his appetite for the fruits 
of it; being fearful, that the credit of this adven- 
ture, might be given to ſome other genius in his 
way; Cepolited his ſhare of the plunder, with 
Meſſrs. P—s and Co. (who were his own ban- 
kers) in the identical notes, of which they were 
defrauded but the day before. He was conſe- 
quently taken into cuſtody, and underwent an 
examination at Bow ſtreet : but his caſe being 
nearly the ſame as that of Richard Cove; he 


was diſcharged on his parole engagement, to at- 
tend, 
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tend, whenever he ſhould be called upon for that 
purpoſe. His bankers declined all further 
concern with him; and a proper minute 
of the tranſaction, was entered in their book, 
againſt his name. 


Glover was afterwards indicted by H—y 
and Co. and tried at Hicks's Hall for a fraud ; 
but was acquitted, on the ſame reaſon which in- 
duced the magiſtrates in the firſt inſtance to diſ- 
charge the x1NG, and his accomplice Mr. Ri- 
chard Cove. If an indictment for a conſpiracy 
(which is at this moment a ſubject of yreat afefirehen- 
ſion to the KING had been preferred againſt ſuch 
of the parties as were known: it is more than 
probable, that the hand of juſtice would have 
faſtened upon them; and the public have thereby 
eſcaped the many ſubſequent frauds, and depre- 
dations recorded in this book. 


Thur treacherous elopement of John Haydon; 
rom which period the editor now reſumes the 
regular ſtatement of occurrences,) having thrown 
the x1NG into a ſtate little ſhort of deſperation ; 


he reſolved to ſtick at no meaſures that afforded 
P the 
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the ſmalleſt chance of repairing his loſs, or con- 


tributing in any degree towards it. He revolved 
in his mind, the numberleſs expedients'to which, 
in former times, he had reſorted, in critical ſitu- 
ations; and referred to every document in his 
poſſeſſion, to aſſiſt his memory, and quicken his 
invention. It is probable, he was thus engaged, 
when the incident occurred which gave rife to 
the following ſoliloquy. 


In rummaging my repoſitory of old papers, 
this packet, containing my correſpondence with 
*thePERDITA, caught my eye: painful momento 
* of my folly Two thouſand guineas, laviſhed on 
the fair enchantreſs, in the ſhort ſpace of ten 
* months!—chouſed after all in my plan of ſelling 
her and ſhamefully diſcarded into the bargain | 
This might, notwithſtanding, have turned out a 
* profitable adventure, but for the premature diſ- 
e covery of my negotiation with W—I—ie ; in which 
«I ſhrewdly ſuſpect there was treachery ; though 
the old fox laidall the blame of our miſcarriage to 
my fineſſing too deeply on the PRINCE. ge that 
as it may, the ſtratagem was good; and the boy's 
offering, & cuce, to frank my ten months frolic, 
for refigning, what I could not keep; was a good 
ſeculatiue reaſon, for ſetting my condeſcenſion 
*at a higher price. The event, to be ſure, moſt 

lamentably 
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ce lamentably verified the old adage; that a 
« bird in hand is worth two in the buſh.” The 
«* Pxix ck, (plague on his impetuolity,) being too 
« deeply enamoured, to wait the tedious proceſs 
« of a negotiation ; availed himſelf of the privi- 


lege of Royalty; and gave the faithleſs PER- 
« DITA, an opportunity of bargaining for her- 


« ſelf, without my intervention, or even the 
« ceremony of an introduction. The vixen ſhall 
« yet pay for my diſappointment, one way or 
*« other. A fitter inſtrument than this packet, 
« for avenging myſelf on her perſon, or purſe, - 
« could not have fallen in my way: and a more 
« prefling occaſion for making uſe of it can never 
« happen. She ſhall come down handſomely, or, 
« by the beard of Moſes, theſe tender epiſtles 
« ſhall proclaim, that ſhe had once the honor of 
c adminiſtering to my pleaſures,” 


In this reſolution he ſoon poſted to Berkeley 
ſquare. The PERDITA was inacceſhble. Tho' 
' ſeveral years had intervened ſince he laſt 
preſented himſelf at her door, the diſcipline 
he received at that time being till in his 
memory, he made no effort to intrude; but 
took the ſafer method of ſoliciting an interview 
by letter. He gave her to underſtand that 
love had no concern whaiever, in the object 


of his viſit; but that his b::{ineſs, notwithſtanding, 
P 2 | was 
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Vas of ſufficient importance, to authoriſe his de- 
manding an immediate audience. Odious, and 
deſpicable, as he had rendered himſelf in her 
eyes; by offering her to ſale, and endeavouring to 
convert her favours into an article of trade; ſne con- 


ſented, —after much deliberation, to receive him, 
in the fireſence of a third ferſou. An interview con- 


ſequently took place. The preſence of a third 
perſon was an inſurmountable impediment to 
his purpoſe. He deſired to have no witneſs to 
their converſation. The terms of his admittance 
were declared to be unalterable. He propoſed 
queſtions which clearly indicated an intention, 
to exceed the profeſſed object of his viſit; was told 
he muſt either confine himſelf to a brief ſtatement 
of the imſiortaut buſineſs hinted at in his letter, or 
withdraw. The ſtatelineſs of the PzrDI1T a over- 
awed his aſſurance ; but the lovelineſs, and ele- 
gance of her perſon, excited no ſenſe of com- 
punction. His devoirs to beauty, are the ſpecu- 
lations oy, of a PAN DER. He at length inti- 
mated a demand of four hundred pounds; which, 
he ſaid, five minutes private communication 
would clearly explain. Having preſſed in vain 
for this indulgence; and knowing the danger of 
being more expligit before a witneſs; he pru- 
dent!y retired without hazarding, (as he intended) 
an avowal of his determination to publiſh their 
correſpondence, if ſhe refuſed payment. 


The 
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Ihe peculiar caution, and reſerve, which had 
parry'd his attack in the preſent inſtance; con- 
vinced him, he had no chance of accompliſhing 
his purpoſe ; without a total change in his plan 
of operations. A conſultation, therefore, with 
his attorney and ſolicitor-general, Meſſrs. Priddle, 
and Robinſon, was the prelude to an action 
agair.ſt the PERDITA, for two thouſand pounds. 
The honor of conducting this manœuvre devoly- 
ed in right of precedency, to Mr. Priddle. The 
office of tranſcribing, and conveying anonimous 
letters to Lord M- In, her avowed protector; 
containing groundleſs charges, and infinuations— 
ingemouſly calculated to injure her in his opini- 
on; was conſigned to his ſolicitor general. To 
Collect, and inſert ridiculous, and malignant para- 
graphs againſt her in the daily papers ;—to throw 
out intimations of an intended publication of 
her correſpondence with himſelf ;—and to pro- 
cure ſuch letters to be written in her name; 
as might countenance the improbable pretence, 
that, a tender connection had formerly ſubſiſted 
between them; were the parts he reſerved to him- 
ſelf. Theſe efforts, though purſued with unre- 
mitting zeal, and perſeverance, for fevera! months, 
produced no effect to his purpoſe. The artifices 
by which he ſtrove to engage her in a treaty of 

pacification and his offer to relax in his de- 
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mand, or even to abandon it altogether, were 
alike fruitleſs of effect. 


Having run to the extremity of his ſpecula- 
tion ; and his expences having riſen to a ſerious 
amount; he ſet in earneſt about publiſhing the 
pretended correſpondence in the forlornhope of 
repaying himſelt from the ſale of his forgery. 
To give the credit of authenticity to his publi- 
cation, the fictious letters, written in a character 
ſimilar to her's, with ſome, which ſhe had actu- 
ally written to him on pecuniary buſineſs, as her 
broker, —were depoſited in the hands of Meſſrs. 
Fielding and Walker, in Paternoſter-row, and 
advertiſed for public inſpection. While matters 
were in this ſtate, a circumſtance aroſe which re- 
vived the KI NG's hopes; and delayed, for a ſhort 
time, the diſcharge of his laſt ſhaft. He learnt 
from his publiſhers, that the PERDITA, accompa- 
nied by Lord M- In, had examined the letters, 
and acknowledged ſome of them to be genuine; 
but declared the greater part to be a forgery. 
That his lordſhip notwithſtanding was apparently 
perplexed, by the ſtrong ſimilitude of character, 
between the /uriors letters, and thoſe admitted to 
be genuine. Lord M—I—n knew not the extra- 
ordinary talents and accompliſhments of the 
£1NG, It was further added, that his Lordſhip 
made 
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made earneſt enquiry, to what number of copies 
the publication would be extended: and, being 
informed, that the ſale had been eſtimated at 
ten thouſand ; and might probably run higher ; 
he appeared to be extremely agitated : that he, 
thereupon drew the PzRD1TA aſide; and having 
conferred with her for ſome minutes ;_.departed 
without ſaying another word to Meſſrs. Fielding 
and Walker, on the ſubject. 


The K1x6, who has a wonderful knack at 
building caſtles in the air ; concluded, from this 
incident, that Lord M—Il—en had determined 
to purchaſe the whole impreſſion, to whatever 
number it might amount. He inſtructed his 
publiſhers, therefore, to lay their eſtimate, when 
his Lordſhip ſhould next apply, at fifteen thou- 
ſand: and authorized them to agree, on his mak- 
ing a ſufficient depoſit, to cancel the letters, and 
ſupefrreſs the fiublication., He was ſo confident 
of this up-ſhot, that the guineas already glittered, 
in his mind's eye. | 


Profound theoriſts are very liable to the crror 
of * counting their chickens before they are 
hatched.” It ſo happened with the KI XG; for 
if Lord M—I-n was at firſt inclined to ſuppreſs 
the pretended correſpondence ; a perfe& indif- 
ference about the matter, was the reſult of his 
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ſecond thoughts. The letters were conſequently 
publiſhed ; and ſcarcely a week paſſed, for a con- 
ſiderable time, without the advertiſement of a 
new edition. But neither hat, nor any other 
trick, could force the ſale beyond a hundred co- 
pies : for it was not deemed credible, that a pro- 
ceeding, ſo contrary to the frincifiles, and feelings 
of a an; could be any thing more, than the 
catch-penny manceuvre of a Grub-ſtreet afaſfin. 


X 
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WI ILE the xixc was engaged in this pur- 
ſuit, his jackalls were not Jefs diligent, in the ap- 
plication of Z#err talents ; but his attention was 
to totally occupied, by his machinations againſt the 
PErRDITA ; that he hu? not allowed himſelf time, 
to receive the reports 0 their proceedings. A. 
variety of bills, thcref”:e, remained in their 
hands, whicl,, he was no :-queſted to exiinme ; 
in order to aſcertain, and (tle the prize-money, 
due on ſuch bills, to the «+ptors. 


The names of reſi;cttable, and reſpcrfile 
tradeſmen, might here be inſerted ; whoſe tem- 
porary Gifhcultics had ind ged them to conirae 
their bills to the x1x6's collectors; with as lit- 
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tle precaution, as the moſt thoughtleſs ſpend- 
thrift could have done: and who eventually 
found the intended remedy, (as in ſuch caſes 
muſt always happen,) to be a greater evil than 
the diſeaſe. But as neither of their caſes involves 
any circumſlance, but what ariſes in the common 
proceſs on notes of hand ; by which the frauds 
practiſed on them were /ezalized ; and the ex- 
pences of litigation added to their loſs : and be- 
ing conſequently void of any incident, or anec- 
dote to render them either uſeful, or entertain- 
ing, thex are omitted in theſe extracts. 


The only acquiſition that produced any conſe- 
quences, worth notice; was a bill accepted by 
General L—I-d, for three hundred pounds, 
payable at a diſtant period, to his own order; - 
which the ingenious Mr. James Piggersgill, 
(whoſe addreſs was admirably adapted to this 
branch of ſwindling,) had obtained, for the pur- 
poſe of railing a temporary ſupply ; but, whether 
for the General, or himſelf, was not ſpecified, he 
ſaid, by any memorandum or receipt; and yoco/ely 
propoſed a queſtion on the cafe, for the KING's 
decifion. The KING, (who has but one rule of Y 
adjudication on ſuch occaſions,) having depo- 
ſited the bill in his pocket book ; decreed in the 
fame ſlile of jocularity ; that, nine points in ten, ac- 
| Q cording 
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cording to proverbial law, were in favor of the 
froſſeſſor : and, as no man in his ſenſes, would en- 
gage in a ſuit, with the odds ſo much againſt 
him; it would be beſt for all parties, that #e 
ſhould retain, and aþfily the bill to his own uſe. 
The General, who very ſoon diſcovered, that 
his accommodating friend had out generald him; 
and being aware that the circumſtances of the 
ſtory, if made public, might raiſe the laugh 
againſt him; determined to remain filent ;—leav- - 
ing the event to chance, and his own exertions ;— 
nor could a better method of turning both to the 
beſt account, have been deviſed, than that which 
he adopted. He ſeated- himſelf .alternately at 
the windows of the ſeveral coffee houſes, about 
Charing Croſs, and the Strand ; where he daily 
ſpent ſeveral hours, in obſerving the perſons who 
either paſſed, or came in. Before his patience 
had undergone a fortnight's exerciſe, the negoti- 
ation of an annuity. brought Mr. Paul P——II 
to the Cannon Coffee houſe ; where the Gene- 
ral had taken his poſt of obſervation. The per- 
ſonal reſemblance between Paul and his brother 
James, was ſo ſtrong, that the General tapped 
him on the fhoulder, and demanded his bill. 
It happened unfortunately for Paul, that the Cau- 
uon being one of the places, at which he fre- 
-__qaently 
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quently tranſacted buſineſs; his perſon, charac- 
ter, and occupation were perfectly known. The 
charge brought againſt him by the General, ad- 
mitting therefore of no doubt, with the perſons 
preſent, he was taken (notwithſtanding his in- 
nocence in this caſe) before the ſitting Magiſ- 
trate, in Litchfield ſtreet. | 


A meſſenger was immediately diſpatched by 
Mr. F—r, (the pricipal clerk, to the juſtices of 
that office) with a letter to the x1xG ; informing 
him of Paul's fituation, and adviſing him if he 
was concerned, or intereſted in the bufineſs, to 
attend the examination; for that ſomething m 
be done; as the General was too determined in 
his purpoſe, to be amuſed with the Jargon, or ma- 
nænvres of the office. 


At the moment the KING arrived, the General 
was about to ſwear: but thinking, on a more 
critical view of the priſoner, that, he appeared 
to be a ſtouter man, than the gent/eman who had 
ſwindled him, (as was in truth the caſe); he ex- 
preſſed his doubts to the juſtice, and returned the 
book. One of the runners of the office, fearing 
there would be no commitment; and, conſe- 
quently, that he ſhould loſe the benefit of a jaunt 
to Tothill-helds; whiſpered the General, that 
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— P—] was certainly a notorious ſwindler ; and 
might have fattened, by a few weeks feeding on 
the produce of his honor's bill. The General 
notwithſtanding remained doubtful. Mr. Crofts, 
who was the fitting magiſtrate, propoſed to ad- 
journ the examination to a future day, and in 
the mean time to advertiſe the bill. The ex- 
amination was adjourned accordingly. 


The juſtice, who was a good ſort of a man, in 
his way, adopted this meaſure, to leave an open- 
ing for the negotiation of a compromiſe ; which 
he plainly ſaw, was the General's only reſource: 
for knowing the K1xG's averſion to judicial in- 
veſtigations i attending the examination, was a 
clear proof in his worſhip's mind, that he was a 
principal in the tranſaction: and if the com- 
plaint was then diſmiſſed, that the General 
would hear no more of his bill, till it ſnould be- 
come payable. This was hinted to General 
L Id, with an intimation that the KING 
(who was pointed out to him) having great 
knowledge in theſe matters; would not be of- 
fended if he acquainted him with his caſe ;—and 
if froher terms were firofioſed, might undertake 
to aſſiſt him. 


The reaſons which prevented the General 
from 
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from applying to a magiſtrate, in the firſt in- 


ſtance, being now equally ſtrong, againſt mak- 
ing his indiſcretion the ſubje& of an advertiſe- 
ment; he determined, without heſitation, to 
take the hint. The KxinG, (whoſe nerves 
were ſo enfeebled by his frequent conflicts 
with juſtice, that he never thought of the 
Old Bailey, or Weſtminſter Hall, without fear 
and trembling;) having taken a ſcientific ſurvey 
of the General, and not liking either his coun- 
tenanee, or the ſpirited manner of his proceed- 
ing; was equally inclined to a negotiation ; 
which was immediately opened, through the me- 
dium of his good friend Mr. F The Ge- 
neral propoſed fifty, the x ix a hundred pounds 
to enſure the recovery of the bill; which was 
at length undertaken for ſeventy five. The pre- 
mium was accordingly paid,—the bill reſtoted, 
and no queſtions aſked. 


Tur King's attention being at this time en- 
tirely occupied by a ſpeculation of more than 
common magnitude ;—he naturally wiſhed to 
avoid a tedious negotiation; which probably con- 
tributed more to the mitigation of his uſual fine 

on 
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on reſtoring a bill, than his dread of the law, or 
his apprehenſions of the ſpirited and perſevering 
exertions of General L—l—d: for the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe enabled him to be as zenacicus 
or exorbitant as he pleaſed, —with impunity. The 
General therefore was extremely fortunate in 
having encountered him at a moment, when his 
utmoſt faculty of dEpredation, was devoted ta 
higher objects. | 


He had juſt entered on a predatorial plan for 
railing twenty thouſand pounds; in the execu- 
tion of which Mr. JoRN FREEMAN was his chief 
aſſociate. The under actors were Meſſrs. John 
Dean, Joſeph Harris, Samuel Harris, and P—1 
P II. Dean, being a ſea-faring man, and 
having no fixed place of abode, could more ea- 
fily ſhift his ſtation ; or, in caſe of interruption, 
diſpoſe of himſelf, with leſs hazard of detection, 
than any other of the gang:—he was therefore ſe- 
lected, to perſonate the ftriuciſal with a promiſ- 
ed recompence of two hundred guineas, for two 
months attendance ; which was the utmoſt pe- 
riod, on the K1NG's calculation; to which the 
exiſtence of the firm, or the proſecution of the 
enterprize, could be extended. 


The frequent occafions on which the KING 
had 


( 11g } 


had been made ſenſible of his great deficiencies, 
in point of figure, accompliſhments, and addreſs; 
made him particularly attentive to thoſe circum- 
ſtances, in his oſtenſible agents. On this prin- 
ciple Mr. Samuel Harris, (being a man of gen- 
tlemanly manners, and appearance, with a com- 
petent knowledge of the German, French, and 
Italian languages) was appointed to the office 
of chief clerk, at a ſtipulated poundage, on the 
net profit of the adventure. 


A houſe was taken, and an office opened in 
Three King Court, Lombard ſtreet; under the 
firm of Meſſrs. John Dean and Company: bills 
for circulation, to the amount of twenty thouſand 
guineas were printed off, as nearly reſembling 
bank notes, as the law allowed: propoſals of 
immediate accommodation, to perſons of credit, 
under any circumſtances, of pecuniary embar- 
raſsment, —on theirnotes,—or Bills of Exchange, 
at negociable dates; were ſtrongly advertiſed in the 
daily papers: and conveyed, by printed letters, 
to ſeveral thouſand perſons, within the bills of 
mortality; whoſe neceſſities had occaſionally 
obliged them to confide their caſes, names, and 
places of abode, to his predatorial Majeſty, or 
ſome other of the nefarious tribe of Advertiſing 
Money Lenders. Profeſſions of diſuteręſted Philan- 
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troſiy.—aſſurances of fri honor, —ſecrecy, and 
expedition; with the uſual intimations of money 
at a Bankers, —inexhauſtible reſources, g. were 
ſo judiciouſly thrown out, as to induce immedi- 
ate applications ; and a numerous liſt of clients, 
compoſed of noblemen,—officers of diſtinction, — 


ladies,—private gentlemen,—and traders, from 


all parts of the town, was ſoon formed ;—prov- 
ing like the Botlle Conjuror, that no ſubject of 
ſpeculation is more certain than EXGLISH CRE- 
Dürr, 


Though DEAN oſtenſibly preſided in the home- 
department, he acted under the immediate or- 
ders, and inſpeCtion of the KING: and none were 
admitted to a conference, till te had taken a 
critical, but ſecret ſurvey of their perſons, and 
phyſiognomy ;—which he accompliſhed by means 
of a tube, that communicated with the appart- 
ment, into which the dupes of the advertiſement, 
were firſt ſhewn. After this ceremony, they 
were introduced in the order they arrived, (if 
unobjectionable to MR. DEAN; to whom the «1x6, 
who never failed to attend during the ſtated 
hours of buſineſs, delivered his hints or inſtructi- 
ons, as circumſtances required; from a ſmall re- 
ceſs in the back ground, where he was inviſible 
to every other perſon: and, ©& as the Promfier 

breathed, 


1 


breathed, the Puſfiet ſqueaked.” It was the 
province of Meſſrs. Freeman, and PI P——II, 
to paſs the notes of the houſe to country dea- 
lers, —among tradeſmen in town, or, through 
any practicable channel that might fall in their 
way. Mr. Samuel Harris, whoſe predal pur- 
ſuits, were of a different caſt from thoſe of Free- 
man, or P- ll, undertook to paſs them at Os- 
DEN's Hazard and E O tables,—at BurLToN's 
Faro bank, — and at the private gambling 
clubs, of which he had the honor to be a mem- 
ber. 


Large quantities, and a great variety of mer 
cantile articles, were brought in under this ar- 
rangement, by the two former; and a ſeaſona- 
ble ſupply of running caſh by the latter. The 


notes were made payable at thirty one, and forty 
days fight. | 


The moſt remarkable cafes in the x1xc's re- 
port of his proceedings in this enterprize, with 
perſons of rank or faſhion ; are thoſe of Admiral 
G—B—R, and Loxd M—z—t. The Admiral 
(whoſe pleaſures were of the moſt expenſive kind, 
and of courſe involved him in frequent diffcul- 
ties ;) caſt his eye on the x1xc's advertiſement, 
at a moment in which he was in want of - fix 
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hundred pounds. He conſequently haſtened, 


without delay, to the ſhop of Meſſrs. Dean and 
and Co. in order to procure a quantum ſufficit of 
their infallible ſpecific, for pecuniary embarraſs- 
ments. : 


Having intimated the purpoſe of his viſit, and 
expreſſed a willingneſs to accede to any terms of 
immediate accommodation ;—the ſignal to proceed 
was given by the x1x6; and, (no lucky preſage, 
or preſentiment of danger intervening) two notes, 
for three hundred guineas each, at fix months, 
were given by the admiral ; who received in ex- 
change five hundred pounds, —in the Bills of the 
Houſe, — and fifty pounds in caſh; the remaining 
thirty being retained for intereſt, office fees, and 
commiſſion. | 


Having had frequent occaſion to raiſe money 
among the diſciples of Moſes ;—probably from 
the x1x6 himſelf ;<he departed extremely ſa- 


tisfied with the terms on which he was now ſup- 


plied ;—heartily execrating, in his mind, the ex- 
tortions practiſed upon him at the offices of other 
MONEY LENDERS. 


The diſpoſal of the Admiral's notes was un- 
dertaken 


1 


dertaken by the x1xG; who diſcounted them 
(through the medium of his accommodating 
friend Jacxson,) with Ms. CoLLixs, a ref- 
pectable banker, at Saliſbury. They produced 
to the houſe accompt four hundred pounds. 


Lord M—b—e concluded a ſimilar negoti- 
ation, about the ſame time, for Eight hundred 
pounds ; of which he received one hundred in 
caſh,—the remainder in notes of the houſe, pay- 
able to his order; which he #:dorſed and depo- 
ſited with his banker. Having occaſion to draw 
for a part of their amount, he was informed that 
the notes of Meſſrs. Dean and Co. could not be 
carried to his caſh accompt: he conſequently 
withdrew them ;—acquainted Mr. Dean with 
the circumſtance ; and requeſted to have bank 
notes, or caſh in exchange. 


Applications of this ſort ariſing from the dif- 
ficulties that muſt neceſſarily attend the circula- 
tion of their notes, were not only foreſeen, but 
(for reaſons that will preſently appear) were 
looked for with anxious deſire by the KIx . Mr. 
Dean, therefore, informed his Lordſhip that it 
would militate againſt the rules, and PRINCIPLE 
of the houſe, to diſcount their own paper; but 
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if he would leave the notes, they would get them 
diſcounted in a day or two, at their own expence. 


The extraordinary moderation of Mr. Dean's 
charges on the tranſattion,—the ſceming fair- 
neſs and liberality of his condut,—added to a 
prepoſſeſſing openneſs of countenance and man- 
ner; had fo faſcinated his Lordſhip, that he in- 
vited him to M—b—e-houſe ;—introduced him 
to ſeveral of his friends, as a reſpectable mer- 
chant, (which he conceived him to be) and recom- 
ax him as a v/eful and valuable acquain- 
ance, to many of his fellow-members, of the 
club at Gooſetree's. He did not therefore heſi- 
tate to leave the notes, without cancelling his in- 
dorſement; or even taking an acknowledgment 
from Mr. Dean; and was conſequently obliged 
to pay them :—which added to his own note, 
for eight hundred and forty pounds, ſubjeQed 
him to an irretrievable loſs of fourteen hundred 
and forty pounds through his ill- placed confi- 
dence, in the deluſive profeſſions of an ApVER:“U 
' TISING MONEY LENDER, 


Admiral G—b—r, after paſſing (with infinite 
difficulty) two notes, of fifty pounds each; being 
diſcouraged from attempting to negotiate any 
more 
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more ;—applied, as Lord AR had done, to 
Mr. Dean; and received a ſimilar anſwer ;— 
but not being impreſſed in ſo fatal a degree, with 
the prejudice or prepoſſeſſion that influenced 
his Lordſhip, he retained his remaining notes. 
Thoſe he had paſſed (being at forty days fight) 
did not become payable till the firm of Meſſrs. 
Dean and Co. was diſſolved ; and the dramatis 
Herſouæ retired to their reſpective hiding places. 
Having therefore no remedy, but what muſt 
aggravate, or be eventually worſe than the diſ- 


eaſe, he prudently compounded them. The ban- 


ker, who held his own note under the faireſt 
claim to regular payment ; would liſten to no 
terms of accommodation, or compromiſe : and 
the Adiniral's finances being unequal to the im- 
mediate payment of ſo large a ſum ; a legal con- 
flict enſued; and ſeveral years elapſed without 
bringing it to a final deciſion: for the Admiral, 
preſſed by neceſſity, led his adverſary to the laſt 
ſtage of litigation ; but before they reached the 
ne filus ultra of the law, Mr. CoLLixs died; and 
the Admiral, ſurviving him but a few months, eſ- 
caped the diſtreſsful conſequences of an expen- 
five and hopeleſs conteſt. 


The money, merchandize, cattle, and nego- 
tiable ſecurities, that accrued to the K1Nxs, his 
aſlociates, 
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aſſociates, and aſſiſtants ; (excluſive of expences) 
in the ſhort ſpace of forty ſix days, amounted 
to eleven thouſand and fifteen pounds: to which 


 Meflrs. Stracy and Nichols, two military offi- 


cers,—an eminent laceman, at the weſt end of 
the town, — Mr. Bellamy, a gentleman farmer, 
of Claypole, near Newport, in Lincolnſhire, — 
and the proprietors of ſeveral manufactories, at 
Birmingham, Sheffield, and Derby, contributed 
very largely. But the circumſtances of their 
caſes being nearly ſimilar to thoſe of Lord M— 


be, and Admiral Gbr ;—and the princifle 


of the plan, as well as the various methods by 
which it was executed, being fully diſcloſed, in 
the foregoing detail; they ſuggeſt no motive to 
caution, nor any material information, of which 


the reader is not already in poſſeſſion. The Edi- 


tor forbears therefore, to ſtate them at large. 
—— 


SUCCESS having ſharpened the natural avidity 
of the ki xG, he ſet immediately about forming 
a New Eſtabliſhment, on the ſame plan; which 
he very ſoon accompliſhed. The only change 
in the party was occaſioned by the removal of 
Mr. Dean, who retired in diſguſt, through the 
| KING 
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K1NG'sS attempting to deduct a proportion of his 
ſtipend, on account of their breaking up before 
the expiration of his engagement; which the 
reader may recolle& was for two months. 


The illiberality, meanneſs, and injuſtice of this 
proceeding, was reſented by all the parties; and 
had nearly cauſed a ſerious quarrel], between the 
KING, and Mr. John Freeman; who ſtrenuouſly 
inſiſted, that nothing could ſecure their ſafety or 
ſucceſs, but the ſtricteſt hunctuality, honor, and 
fidelity in their conduct and tranſactions, with, 
and towards each other; and, inſtead of ſubtract- 

ing from Mr. Dean's claim, that a douceur of 
fifty guineas ſhould be added to it : which was 
accordingly done, to the perfect ſatisfaction of 
every one preſent, but the x1x6. The partition 
meeting, at which this ſcene aroſe, was held at 
the globe, in Hatton Garden. 


Mr. Dean was ſucceeded by Joſef Collins, 

a farmer, near Bromeyard, in Herefordſhire ; 
who, (having been a ſwindler all his life,) did 
not think it prudent to exhibit himſelf, in ſo 
public a ſituation without ſome precaution. He, 
therefore, aſſumed, for the preſent cccaſton, the 
habit of a country clergyman ; a large wig being 
found on experiment to be a more effectual, and 
-leſs 
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leſs ſuſpicious diſguiſe than any other. No ex- 
pence was ſpared in advertiſements, or other 
means of attracting cuſtomers. 


A fortnight elapſed without a ſingle applica- 
tion or enquiry. On the 15th day, the xixs 
was ſummoned to his poſt, by the arrival of a 
Mr. Cozens, who wanted to raiſe a thouſand, 
or twelve hundred pounds, on his perſonal 
fecurity. He was but lately arrived from the 
Weſt Indies, where he poſſeſſed a large eſtate ; 
but had no property in England. Having made 
ſeveral ineffectual attempts to raiſe money, he 
was perfectly ſenſible that he applied to Meſſrs. 
Collins, and Co. under great diſadvantages ; and 
was prepared to negotiate, without examining 
too critically, their terms of accommodation. 


He was therefore exceedingly pleaſed at hearing, 


from Mr. Collius, that a thouſand pounds might 
be procured, on his giving a note for one thou- 
ſand and eighty ; with an undertaking to execute 
likewiſe a warrant of attorney, on receiving the 
money ; and, that on theſe terms, he ſhould be 
ſupplied in three days, or have his note returned 
without expence. The kIN being ſatisfied 
that Mr. Cozens was a ſtranger in London ; and 
moſt probably unacquainted with his perſon; 


ſtepped forward, and concluded the negotiation, 


by 
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by taking his note, and ordering an office receipt to 


be ſigned by Mr. Joſeph Harris, as chief clerk, 
and caſhier. | 


At the time appointed Mr. Cozens called at 
the office; and daily repeated his viſit for a fort- 
night, without obtaining either note or money. 
His remonſtrances, and importunity were alike 
diſregarded ; and every appearance indicated a 


diſpoſition to take advantage of his confidence, 
and credulity. 


The DEVIL is not always propitious even to 
his moſt zealous diſciples. Mr. Cozens repre- 
ſented his caſe, to sIR SAMSON WRIGHT, and 
deſcribed the x1x6 fo exactly, that, a warrant 
was iſſued againſt him, at a venture. 


The reader is already appriſed, that an under- 


ſanding with the Weſtminſter juſtices, their 


clerks, or runners, was eſſential to the K1NnG's 
ſyſtem of depredation ; which, m many caſes, 
could not have ſucceeded, or been attempted, 
if the vigilant and incorruptible police now 
eſtabliſhed, had then exiſted. His projects, 
in the City of London, have, for this rea- 
fon, been always planned with greater cau- 
tion; and a more particular regard to his. perfo- 
nal ſafety, than in the Liberties of Weſtminſter. 

| $ But 
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But it ſo happened that he was never on a cor- 
dial footing with Sir Sampſon ; who had reſiſted 
all his efforts, to allure him into a deviation from 
the ſtrict line of his duty. He was, therefore, 
thrown into the utmoſt conſternation and terror, 
by a friendly intimation, from a zhief-taker iu 
waiting, —expreſſed in the myſtical, but ſignifi- 
cant words, HoRNn 1s coMInG. Though the 
purport of this hint was known only to the 
KING ; its effect, on his countenance, ſufhciently 
indicated, to Meſſrs. Collins and Harris, and even 
to their menial attendants,—the neceſſity of an 
immediate retreat; in which they were ſoon 
followed by the x1nGa,—to the great diſappoint- 
ment of Mr. Cozens, and the Bow ſtreet myrmi- 
dons who arrived too late by a few minutes, to 
prevent their eſcape. - The danger, however, 
was ſo imminent, and the ſound of THE HORN 
ſo impreſſive, that the x1x6's endeavours to re- 
aſſemble the gang, were ever after ineffectual. 


The ſtir, occaſioned by the appearance of the 
Bow ſtreet officers, having brought the whole 
neighbourhood to their ſhop doors; a clerk in 
Mr. Jenkinſons's Regiſter office, which was very 
near to the ſcene of attion, followed the party 
into the K1xG's houſe, where he naturally made 
enquiry, concerning the buſineſs of their viſit ; 

| "of 
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of which he was politely informed by Mr. Co- 
zens ;—who received in return ſuch particulars 
of the fugitives, as proved, beyond a doubt, that, 
the perſon he had ſo accurately deſcribed to 
Sir Sampſon Wright, was no other than the 
k IX G. He, therefore, preferred a bill of indict- 
ment againſt 4im, Mr. Collins, and Joſeph Har- 
ris, for a conſpiracy, 


No ſeſſions having paſſed at the Old Bailey, 
ſince the x1x6 entered his teens, during which 
he was not in fear, or expectation of indictments; 
he had for many years retained ſome perſon or 
other in the office of the Clerk of Arraigns, at 
an annual ſalary ; to give him the earlieſt intelli- 
gence of the preferment, and fate of any indict- 
ment, that ſhould be exhibited againſt him. He 
was, therefore, apprized of Mr. Cozens's pro- 
ceedings, before the bill was ſound ; which af- 


forded him an opportunity of attending the court, 


and putting in bail, before a warrant could be 
iſſued, | 


Though highly gratified by thus taking from 
his adverſary, the power of holding him, for a 
moment, in durance vile; he was fo haunted 


with apprehenſions of the probable conſequence 


of the indictment, that he would gladly have 


ſubmitted to an accommodation, on any terms : 
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but Mr. Cozens, being under an indiſpenſible 
engagement, to accompany a party to Bath ; and 
being heartily tired of his warfare with the x 1xGs ; 
offered fifty pounds to have his bill reſtored; 
and to drop all further proceedings againſt him, 


The x1NG conſented ; and the claims of juſtice 
were eluded. 


Tu ERE hath ſcarcely ever been a period in the 
KING's life, in which he has not, on ſome ac- 
count or otner, been the marked object of news- 
paper animadverſion; and, conſequently, been 
engaged in either quarrels, or negotiations, with 
the Printers, and Editors of the daily papers. 


A ſpeech delivered by Mr. Peckham, at the 
trial of a cauſe, in Hillary Term, eighty three, 
between the k IN, and a clergyman, (repreſent- 
ed in the journal, to have been Private Secretary 
to the Duke of R—n—D»,) had been ſtated in 
the General Advertiſer,* more fully, and in terms 
more afrofiriate; than was agreeable to the 
KING's feelings to which ſeveral cautionary pa- 
ragraphs were likewiſe added, concerning the 
atrocious practices of Jew Swind/ers, and adver- 
tiſing money lenders; which, he was induced, 
through ſome ſtrange infatuation or other, to ap- 
ply to himſelf. 


# The moſt violent antiminiſterial print of the time. It was 
publiſhed at the end of Ferter lane, in Fleet Street, 


The 
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The printer, editor, devils, and compoſitors, 
of the General Advertiſer, having thus, jointly, and 
ſeverally, incurred his diſpleaſure ; were doom- 
ed in his determination, and in the «ſua/ fiile of 
his decrees on ſuch occafions, © to be laid proſ- 
trate, in ſucceſſion, at his royal feet:” for there is 
not a cavalier, in chriſtendom, who excels the 
KING, in the character of 20BAD1L. 


Having taken a preparatory leſſon from Men- 
doza, f he proceeded, with the choſen witneſſes 
of his intended triumph, to the ſcene of action. 


Though his ſpeculations, on the effect of bluſ- 
tering, were often ſucceſsful, he had ſometimes 
experienced, to his coſt, that there are other 
guiſe folks, in the world, than bu//tes and cow- 
ards :— and, whether from puſillanimity, or pre- 
ſentiment, he felt ſomething, as he paſſed St. 
Dunſtan's church, like a diſinclination to the 
preſent enterprize: and, if he had been alone, 
would probably have preferred the certainty of 


+ Mendoza is often mentioned by the xixe as having ſerved 
him in the double capacity of groom, and inſtructor in the art 
of ſparring : and though he had quitted his ſervice, for the 
more profitable proſeſſion of a Prize:fighter, had continued his 
inſtructions, whenever his predatorial majeſty was pleaſed to 
receive a leſſon. ; 
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ſleeping in a whole ſkin; to the chance of a con- 
queſt, or even the hope of gratifying his revenge. 
But knowing the concealment of his real character, 
with reſheft to courage, to be eſſential to the preſerva- 
tion of his credit, and conſequence, with his 
clients, retainers, and confederates ; he ſecretly 
invoked the aid of his FAMILIAR ; and boldly 
aſcended the ſteps of Afr. Parker's office. A 
fort of clerk, who attended, —concluding from 
the ſtyle of his dreſs, his conſequential air,— 
and the profuſion of gaudy ornaments, with 
which his perfon was decorated ;—that he was 
a Quack Doctor; and might prove an excellent 
cuſtomer, in the way of advertiſements ; con- 
ducted him, at the firſt word, to his maſter. 
Mr. Parker, who perfectly knew the character 
of his viſitor, though unacquainted with his fer- 
fon, handed him a chair ; on which the following 
converſation enſued, 


The King. * May I conſider this affectation 
« of civility, Mr. Parker, as ſymptomatic of a 
_ « diſpoſition to atone for the aſperſions you have 
« thrown upon my character?“ 


Mr. Parker. « Where I think civility due, 
« ] am civil: and am always ready to lend my 
aſſiſtance to the refutation of calumny.—But 
how, Sir, have I aſperſed you?” 


The 


E 


The King. © In the only way a man, of your 
ce inſignificance, could affect my reputation. You 
© have libelled me, in your damned Advertiſer, 
“ which is a daily diſgrace to the liberty of the 
« preſs.” | 

Mr. Parker. If you have any thing further 
* to ſay, you muſt be more decent in your lan- 
« guage ;—and, if you wiſh to be underſtood, 
* muſt be more en but, perhaps, you are 
* aſhamed to——” 

The King. I am hs of nothing, Sir.” 

Mr. Parker. © You have no objection, then, 
* to announce yourſelf; or to point out the ar- 
<* ticles to which you allude.” 

The King. © That ſubterfuge, Maſter Par- 
ker, wont ſerve. You muſt not hope, by 
* pretending ignorance, to eſcape chaſtiſement. 
Look at your ſcandalous paper, of this morn- 
ing; read 7here your offence, and learn whom 
you have offended. Matters of this ſort never 
« ſleep with me; and perſonal ſatisfaction, or 
* recantation, is the only alternative I allow.” 

Mr. Parker. «© When I know your caſe, I 
ſhall be better qualified to anſwer you.” 


Having carefully examined the paper, and- 
finding Mr. Peckham's philippic againſt the 
KING, to be the only article of that day,—that 

fixed 
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fixed a direct ſtigma, on any body's character; 
he concluded, that his viſitor, could be no other 
than his PREDATORIAL MAJESTY. He, there- 
fore, laid by the file, and, viewing the figure, 
and countenance of the Kix, with a mixture 
of contempt and curioſity, (natural enough on 
the occaſion;) aſked him if he was the gentle- 
man, who had been ſo terribly cut up, by Mr. 
Peckham, in the court of King's Bench. 


The King. © Yes, Sir, and in due time will 
take ample vengeance on the miſcreant. But, 
« you, who have given a tenfold effect to his 
* abuſe, by proclaiming it; and otherwiſe vili- 
« fying me, by inſidious hints, and alluſions, cir- 
* culated through the ſame dirty channel; are 
e an object of more immediate notice. You 
* are now, I hope, ſufficiently informed, to des 
termine whether you will do me juſtice, or 
© not.” TE 

Mr. Parker. Do you often read the Gene- 
c ral Advertiſer ?” yl 

The King. © Conſtantly !” 

Mr. Parker. © And yet queſtion my exerti- 
* ons in behalf of juſtice. Why there is not a 
* rogue in England, of any note, from the prime 
« Miniſter, to your Predatorial Majeſty; that I 
« dont labour, day and night, to bring to the 

| | &« block 
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* block, or the Gallows. You ſhall have jusrieE, 
I warrant you, as far as I am concerned ?” 

The King. © Your jocularity, Mr. Parker, is 
both il|-timed, and impolitic ; for you are more 
« intereſted in the buſineſs of this viſit, than 
« you ſeem to imagine. We muſt, in ſhort, 
“join iſſue, either in violent, or conciliatory 
* meaſures.— The conductor of a newspaper is 
* liable, I know, to be deceived by falſe ru- 
* mours, and malicious repreſentations ; which 
« I conceive to be your caſe, in the preſent in- 
« ſtance ; and am, therefore, diſpoſed to make 
* reaſonable allowances, on that ſcore; if any 
e terms of recifirocal accommodation are agreed uon. 

Mr. Parker. © No reciprocity can ever ſubſiſt 
« between you and me: but if any thing excu/- 
e katory be offered, it {hall be inſerted.” 

The King. © That is, indeed, candid ; but 
ce not preciſely to my purpoſe. I will expreſs 
* myſelf more fully. The perſqnal reflections 
* thrown out by the chief juſtice, in his obſer- 
« vations on the caſe ; which bear harder or my 
character, than the ſcurrilities of Mr. Peckham ; 
were extrajudicial; and, for the credit of the 
* court, ſhould have been ſuppreſſed, in your re- 


Hort of the trial. It is now too late to expunge 


them; but ſomething may be done to take off 


their edge; or, with your cleverneſs, to turn 
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« the tables on the court. The Chief Juſtice 
is, of courſe, minuiſterial; and being, therefore, 
* fair game for the General Advertiſer ; you may 
4 ſerve him up in your beſt manner, without go- 
ing out of your way. With reſpect to the pa- 
* ragraphs, a ſlight apology for preſuming to 
interfere in my private concerns, ſhall ſuffice. 
You muſt engage, however, to inſert nothing 
concerning my exploits, in future, but what 
hag either my ſanction, or is written by my- 
« ſelf. On theſe conditions F will make a ſuit- 
able quarterly payment; with a handſome gra- 


* tuity for your ſervices, on the preſent occaſion. 


« I know the importance of ſuch a ſubject as J 
am, to a newspaper; and be aſſured I will 
not undervalue, my own conſequence, to re- 
e duce the premium, on your forbearance, 1n the 
© one caſe, or your exertions in the other. But 
* every thing, obſerve, muſt be avoided that 


leads to inveſtigation : for, © the more ſome things 


* are ſtirred (according to the old adage) the more 
© they flink.” 

Mr. Parker, © To be ſure, Sir, you do me 
« honor, in ſuppoſing me as great a raſcal as 
« yourſelf: but your propoſitions don't ſuit me: 
and unleſs you inſtantly vaniſh — 


The King. What mighty conſequences 
« will enſue! * 


Mr. 


* ticipate the hangman ; and ſave you from the 


t 39 
Ar. Parker. © I ſhall take the liberty to an- 


« gallows, by ſending you head - foremoſt through 
« the window.“ 


This menace being too much in his own ſtile, 
to impreſs him with any ſerious apprehenſion, 
he was about to reply; when a blow from Mr. 
Parker brought him to the ground. The room 
was ſoon filled from the printing office ; but not 
till the x1x6 had received fo ſevere a drubbing, 
from the athletic arm of his aſſailant, that he 


was unable for ſome time to attempt a retreat. 


The editor of the paper, who was an Iriſh- 
man, of conſiderable abilities, in the line of low 
humour ; had long been in the habit, of pecking 
at the KING; and being now among the ſpec- 
tators, could not find in his heart, to forego ſo 
favourable an opportunity of playing him a trick. 
Retiring for this purpoſe, with two of the prin- 
ters devils, as wickedly diſpoſed as himſelf ; they 
haſtily formed a diadem of paſtboard ; and in- 
{ſcribed on the fillet, in large characters, SwinD- 
LERS BEHOLD YOUR KING. This ſymbol of 
Royalty, (being eſſential to their purpoſe,) was 
placed in the moſt conſpicuous part of the ou- 
ter office: and the devils, accoutred with the 
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caps and horns of the newsboys ; were poſted, 
like undertakers mutes, at the ſtreet door. This 
burleſque appearance excited the curioſity of the 
paſiengers, and collected a numerous mob about 
the door. Ihe Kxixc's companions having 
heard the aitray ; and ſeeing ſomething like miſ- 
chief going forward, thought it high time to ſhift 
their ſtation; but continued loitering on the op- 


polite ſide of the ſtreet, in anxious expectation 
of the event. 


The moſt amiable traits of human nature are 
diſplayed in women. While the miſchievous 
editor, and his aſſiſtant devils, were contriving 
new diſaſters for the KING; Mrs. Parker was 
ſoothing the anguiſh of a large contuſion on his 
temple, with Eau de Cologne ; and endeavouring 
to recal his diflipated ſpirits, by the revivify- 
ing application of Godfrey's ſalts. 


Having at length ſucceeded the kx, un- 
conſcious of the honours that awaited him be— 
low z— and having no deſire to renew his con- 
ference with Mr. Parker, —retired. He was re- 
ceived, at the office door, with three cheers; 
and the ceremony of a coronation was inſtantly 
performed upon him, in ſpite of his endeavours 
to reſiſt it. 


Many 


E 


Many perſons, having by this time got into 
the office, the Place was too much crowded, to 
admit the arrangement of any other plan of pro- 
ceſſion, than merely to place him between four 
guards de cor, preceded by the horns, and fol- 
lowed by the various retainers of Mr. Parker's 
printing office: in this order he was marched, 
through an immenſe crowd, to the outſide of 
Temple bar; where the farce ended with his 
releaſe, amidſt the ſhouts, groans, hiſſes, and ex- 
ecrations of the populace. A moment's delibe- 
ration determined him to make the beſt of his 
way through the Strand: but perceiving, before 
he had proceeded many yards, that a great part 
of the mob, (who betrayed ſtrong ſymptoms of 
a diſpoſition to carry the joke ſtill farther,) conti- 
nued to attend him ;—and having no immedi- 
ate appetite for a cold bathing, he turned ſud- 
denly into George's Coffee houſe; and paſſing 
through a back door, that communicated with 
Devereux court, eluded his followers, and made 
good his retreat to Cleveland row. 


The ridicule, and mortification, added to the 
corporal ſufference which this adventure brought 
upon the KING, prevented his appearing in pub- 
lic for ſeveral weeks. But though his perſonal 
exertions were ſuſpended during this period ; 

his 
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kis inventive faculties, aided by the counſels of 
Mr. John Freeman; were aſſiduouſſy exerciſed 
in contriving new exploits, and deviſing means 
to enlarge the circle of his depredations ; the re- 
ſult of which will preſently be ſtated. 


While his mind was occupied with theſe confi- 
derations, he received a viſit from Mr. K t, 
a gentieman, as /7«eaendet in his principles, and 
as well inclined to dd ſpeculations, as the x ix 
himfeli. The purpoſe of his viſit was to ſolicit 
the K1xG's intereit with his young clients, or any 
other gentlemen, whoſe aftairs might fall occa- 
fonally into his hands to procure for him the 
honour of ſerving them, with the elegant pro- 
auctions of his Uzko/fery and Cabinet Maunfactory: 
and to propoſe, by way of inducement, to allow 
him ten per cent on the articles ſold through 
his influence, or recommendation ; for which 
he © world not object ts lake their bills or notes in 
* payment.” 


A tradeſman ſo adventurouſly diſpoſed, and 
furniſhed hke Mr. K t, with the means of 


indulging his propenſity ; was as neceſſary to the 
execution of the £1xNG's plans of depredation ; 
as a receiver of ſtolen goods, to the purpoſes of 
the lower order of thieves. His only regular aſ- 
ſociate 


— 
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ſociate of this ſort was the unfortunate Mr. 
J—k—n, whom he had almoſt exhauſted; and 
by his execrable deluſions, precipitated from af 
fluence, and credit, to a ſtate of bankruptcy. 
A more welcome viſitor, therefore, could not 
have knocked at his door, than Mr. K——t. 


- - .-q 


Having heard his plan, he expreſſed great 
admiration of its novelty, and excellence; and 
agreed,. without heſitation to adopt it. A fur- 
ther converſation diſcovered that Mr. K Et oc- 
caſionally ated as an agent, in procuring, "or 
letting houſes; of which he at that time, had 
ſeveral at his diſpoſal. The Kr liſtened with 
avidity became more profuſe in his compli- 
ments, and civilities ;—infiſted on his ſtaying 
dinner thought it probable an opportunity of 
commencing bulineſs might occur before they 
parted and afſured him that /wo years under his 
auſpices, would mfa;libly ſiut him in a ſituation to retire 
from trade. 
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Mr. K——t did not perceive the equivoke.— 

' Though poſſeſſed of great cunning, his portion of 

intellect was very moderate. He accepted the 
invitation to dinner. 


No man knows better to adapt his bait, — 
to 
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to the appetite of his game, than the x1xNG.— 
The idea of acquiring a fortune in two years, (which 
he underſtood to be the x1NxnG's meaning) had 
ſo faſcinated Mr. Kitt, that he was ready, be- 
fore the ſecond cork was drawn, to ride any 
hobby horſe, on which the KINGS ſhould ſet him. 


The ſubject of his propoſition being again in- 
troduced, the RING took occahon to hint, that 
his recommendation would apply with a better 
grace, if he was able to mention Mr. K t as 
his ozcn Lyliolſlerer; and propoſed, on that ac- 
count, that he ſhould furniſh him with a vari- 
ety of his choiceſt articles, to be referred to, as 
ſpecimens of his taſte ; for which he would 
either pay, or make himſelf reſponſible. He 
was anſwered, that, nothing could be more rea- 
fonable, or proper. The complaiſance of his 
gueſt, on the firſt eſſay, encouraged him to pro- 
cecd ſtep by ſtep, till he actually agreed to let 
him a houſe in Dean Street, Soho, (the rent of 
Which he was obliged to guarantee, ] and to furniſh 
it in the firſt ſtile of elegance, on the credit of 
their engagement. A leaſe was accordingly exe- 
cuted ; and poſſeſſion given, on the following 
day. 


The importance of afyfearances in great at- 
| tempts, 
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tempts, was perfectly underſtood by the x1NG. 
No expence, therefore, was ſpared in the fur- 
niture and decorations of his houſe ; in which he 
was completely ſettled, through the extraordi- 
nary exertions of his upholſterer, in ten days. 

This unexpected ſtroke of good fortune, diſſi- 
pated his chagrin ; and enabled him, in another 
week, to collect ſufficient courage, to exhibit 
himſelf, in a ſide box, at the play-houſe. 

His conſultations with Mr. John Freeman, 
and other members of his privy-council, in 
which he was interrupted by Mr. Kt, were 
now reſumed ; — and ſeveral enterprizes ar- 
ranged for the enſuing ſeaſon. 


Mr. Thomas Freeman, with- a perſon named 
Lucas, who does not appear to have been em- 
ployed on any other occaſion, were diſpatched in 
the month of March, eighty-three, to Exeter: 
 wherethe x 1NnG had previouſly provided an office, 
for the negotiation of bills, bonds, annuities, mort- 
gages, poſt obits, &c. under the common aſſur- 
ance of liberality, ſecrecy, and expedition ;—of 
which, notices were circulated on their arrival, 
through the counties of Deyon, and Corn- 
wall. | 


J The 
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The Exeter bankers, ſuſpecting this undertak- 
ing to be a cover only, for the introduction of a 
new bank ; did their utmoſt to prevent its eſta- 
bliſhment : but their oppoſition, having no view 
beyond their own intereſt ; and, being unable, 
from their ignorance of its real object, to aſſign 
any other reaſon for oppoling it ; they turned 
the jealouſy of the public, upon themſeives ; 
and, eventually promoted, what they meant to 
fruſtrate. | 


The x1xc's purpofes were generally too dar- 
ing and rapacious, to be accompliſhed by a flow 
- proceſs ; or purſued for any length of time 
his ſucceſſes, therefore, werc more frequently the 
elfect of ſurprize, than the reſult of (kill, The 
period allotted for the execution of his deſigns, 
againſt the ancient city of Exeter, and its vi-. 
cinity ;—was a mouth only from the day of open- 
ing; which he made as public as hand bills, 
and advertiſements could make it. In the firſt 
week, (though his agents were reſtricted from 
deſcending lower in their negotiations, than two 
hundred pounds,) ſome Blr were preſented 
for diſcount ; and drafts given in exchange, at 
twenty-one days ſight, on Mr. Tnomas BUckLE, 
of Clifford"s-Inn, who duly honoured them—with 
s accefit nes. 

Before 
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Before a fortnight had elapſed, applications 
were received, as the KING expected, on other 
ſubjetts of negotiation, expreſſed in his adver- 
tiſements; but bills alone were his object. 
Meſirs. Lucas and Freeman, therefore, were in- 
ſtructed, in ſuch caſes, to undertake the buſineſs, 
whatever it might be ;—with a reſerve only of 
time, to conſult their partners in town, on the 
method of doing it: and that no doubts, or in- 
convenience might ariſe from this delay, to offer 
any ſums in advance, on the notes only of the par- 
ties; till their buſineſs - ſhould be compleated. 
The notes obtained in this manner, amounted to 
upwards of two thouſand pounds, for which, 
likewiſe, their drafts on Mr. Buckle were given 
in payment. f 


A journal of proceedings and occurrences, 
was kept by Lucas, and periodically tranſmitted 
with the fruits of their labours, to the KING; 
who commonly anſwered them by the next poſt, 
with hints, obſervations, or inſtructions, as oc- 
caſion required; concluding always with a poſi- 
tive injunction to deſtroy his letters, and to hold 


themſelucs in readineſs, to decamſ at a moment's 
notice. 


The facility with which ſeveral perſons of 
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ſlender pretenſions had been accommodated, in 
the manner above ſtated; excited the ſneers, 
and narrow-minded ſuſpicions, of a few old 
codgers, who were unacquainted with the un— 
bounded confidence, and liberality, of modern 
money lenders :—but the copper-plate engraving, 
from which the drafts of Meflrs. Lucas and Co. 
were printed, being executed with ſuperlative 
taſte; and the paper, (water-marked with the 
words, GENERAL ACCOMMODATION OFFICE,) 
incomparably more delicate in its texture, than 
even bank notes: the generality of tlie good 
people of Exeter, were ſo prejudiced by the 
prettyneſs of their appearance, that the bills of 
the new firm, ſtood fair to become the faſhionable 
currency. | 


The ſun had but juſt ſet, on the eighteenth 
day of their adventure, when the out-rider of a 
gauze and ribbon manufactory, in Wood Street, 
Cheapſide, arrived at the Swan-Inn. 

' The GENERAL ACCOMMODATION OFFICE, 
being ſtill the ſubje& of much converſation, the 
Londoner ſoon became acquainted with the bu- 
ſineſs that was going forward. This gentle- 
man, though now in a ſervile capacity, had been 


n a linen-draper, in Fenchurch Street ;—but, hav- 


ing 
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ing fallen in the way of the x1Nc, and his 


ci-devant partner, in the year ſeventy-eight, 
(when they figured as merchants, in Love Lane, 
he was foon ſwindled out of the whole of his pro- 
perty ;—and himſelf made a bankrupt, e their 
fetition,—without having the ſmalleſt claim on his 
eſtate. By theſe mcans, he was thrown into 
the employment, in which he now made his ap- 
pearance at Exeter, by 


The partners in the new firm, being from Lon- 
don, he ſuppoſed it poſſible, they might be 
known to him : his own curioſity, therefore, ad- 
ded to the requeſt of others, with whom he con- 
verſed ; determined him to take an opportunity, 


of ſeeing them the next day.—An accident an- 


ticipated his intention. Mr. Freeman paſſed him 
in the ſtreet, and was immediately recognized. 
No notice was taken on either fide : nor did 
Mr. White, (which was the rider's name,) pro- 
feſs any knowledge of him, when pointed out, as 
one of the perſons, whom he wiſhed to ſee.— 
He took a more judicious, and effectual ſtep.— 
Without hinting his intention to any body, he 
waited on the Mayor, and gave him ſuch infor- 
mation, concerning Mr. Thomas Freeman, and 


his London connections, as determined his wor- 
ſhip, 
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ſhip, to require the immediate attendance of 
Meſſrs. Lucas and Freeman, at his houſe.—A 


meſſenger was conſequently diſpatched, to the 


proprietors of the GENERAL ACCOMMODATION 
OFFICE. | 


The appearance of a ci ſerjeaut, ſo cloſe upon 
his rencounter with Mr. White, whom he per- 
fectly recollected; explained to Freeman the 
buſineſs of their viſitor. Leaving Mr. Lucas, 
therefore, to his fate, he availed himſelf of the 
back door, to avoid an inter iet with the Mayor; 
of which he could not clearly foreſee the conſe- 
quences. 


Sufficient grounds were collected from Lucas's 
examination, to authoriſe the ſeizure of his 
papers; from which, a perfect knowledge of 


their plan was obtained, and the culprit there- 


upon committed. : 


The kixc's letters, which Lucas had pre- 


ſerved, notwithſtanding his poſitive orders to de- 


ſtroy them, fell, with his other papers, into the 
hands of the Mayor of Exeter ; by whom, they 
were retained, till a proper occaſion for produc- 


ing them arrived. 


Freeman, 


(380-1 


Freeman, after whom a ſtrict ſearch was made, 
having no acquaintance at Exeter, in whom he 
could conſide; and, thinking it unſafe to wait 
the event of Lucas's examination ; gave up the 
concern as a loſt game ; and ſet out with all poſ- 
ſible expedition towards London. He was over- 
taken, at a ſmall diſtance from Exeter, by a re- 
turned chaiſe, which favoured his eſcape to Ho- 
niton; from whence he proceeded, without 
danger or apprehenſion, to town. 


The firſt intelligence that reached the Id, 
after Freeman's arrival, was an account of Lucas's 
commitment, ſtated from an Exeter paper, in 
the GENERAL ADVERTISER. 

The ſuſpence, and anxiety, in which he was 
kept for many days, with reſpect to his affairs 
at Exeter the fear of Lucas's feaching ;—and 
the dread of being again brought under the laſh 
of Mr. Parker, (which inceſſantly haunted his 
imagination,) had ſo harraſſed his mind, that he 
was almoſt beſide himſelf. —His joy, therefore, 
was exceſlive, on perceiving that his name was 
not mentioned, in the proceedings before the 
Mayor of Exeter. Judging, however, upon the. 
principle on which he would himſelf have acted; 

he 
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he was ſtill apprchenſive, that Lucas might be 
induced, to extricate himſelf, at his expence. 
His Attorney, and Solicitor general being ſum- 
moned to his aſſiſtance, they adviſed the imme- 
diate removal of Lucas to London; where they 
thought he might, eh, be admitted to bail. 
This meaſure being adopted, —the execution of 
it was confided to Pridd/e, who preſented the 
culprit in frofiria frerſona, before the expiration 
of a week, at the chambers of Mr. J—e 
B——r, by whom he was diſcharged, through 
ſome irregularity, or defect, diſcovered by Mr. 
Priddle, in the original commitment. Among 
the ſecurities obtained in this expedition, was 
a joint note of Mr. V—v—n, and Mrs. B— t S—le, 
(for four hundred pounds,'the former a clergyman, 
the latter a maiden lady of fortune, reſiding at 
Exeter. — This note being tranſmitted to the 
KING, Was offered by him, in the way of trade, 


to Mr. H—m, a linen-draper, near Temple- 
Bar. | 


Though the x1x6's eloquence, and addreſs, in 
ſuch negotiations, are greatly ſuperior to that of any 
other gentleman of his profeſſion ; he loſes many 
a good thing, by overacting his part :—it ſo hap- 
pened in the preſent caſe, —The groſs fattery, 
with 


SN 
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with which he cajoles fools ; and the offers of 
enormons gain, by which knaves are daily allured 
to his purpoſe, in ſimilar tranſactions; had here 
a contrary effect: they induced a ſuſpicion in 
Mr. H—m, that the note was either forged, or 
fraudulently obtained. He, therefore, declined 
the negotiation ; but detained the note, and 
gave notice thereof to the drawers ; who re- 
ferred him to their ſolicitor, (Mr. F-b—k, of 
Ely Place,' to whom, on a proper explanation, 
and a. promiſe of indemnity, he delivered it up: 
he was ſoon after arreſted in trover, by the ki xc, 
for the nominal value of the note. A bill of diſ- 
covery, was thereupon filed by the parties : and 
no mention being made in that bill, of the letters 
found on Lucas, when firſt apprehended by the 
| Mayor of Exeter, as above ſtated ;— the KING 
ſwore in his anſwer, © That he had never been ac- 
quainted with Lucas, or Freeman; and, (being 
aſſured his letters were deſtroyed,) © that he 
had never held any correſpondence with either of 
them.” — The plaintifls amended their bill, ſet 
forth the letters, and queſtioned him concerning 
their authenticity. They were depoſited with 
their clerk, in court, and exhibited to the KING. 
The firſt reflection in his fituation, determined 
him to diſpatch himſelf. —A piſtol was loaded; 

| X and, 
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and, if the accidental entrance of Mr. Da AGE, 
(who conducted the law buſineſs of his office, 
and was very much in his confidence,) had not 
prevented the execution of his purpoſe ; the 
next moment had probably been his laſt. —En- 
couraged by the ſoothing converſation of DR Ack, 
to think more favourably of his cafe ; he was ea- 
fily perſuaded to lay aſide the piſtol. Another 
confidential agent was called in, and a plan 


formed, which, if well executed, could not fail to 
bring him off. | 


No man living, is more generous in his offers, 
or more liberal of his promiſes, than his Preda- 
torial Majeſty.—He engaged to pay them on the 
ſucceſsful event of their efforts to extricate him, 
two hundred frounds. — They proceeded without 
delay, to the chancery office. Fortune favoured 
their undertaking. The box of the complai- 
nantsclerk, in court, was left to the care only of 
a youth. Mr. Drage, being ſolicitor on record, 
for the reſpondent,—required to inſpect, and 
make extracts from the exhibits: the papers 
were accordingly laid before him.—The young 
clerk, (who had been interrupted in a very in- 
tereſting part of the Hiſtory of Sir Charles Gran- 
diſon,) returned inſtantly to his amuſement ; 
which ſo n engaged his attention, that they 

accom- 


n 


accompliſhed their purpoſe, without running 
the ſmalleſt riſk ; or employing any extraordi- 
nary efforts of genius, or addreſs. The letters 
were deliberately ſeparated from the other pa- 
pers, and given by Drage, to his companion ; 
who, immediately withdrew, and conveyed the 
important packet to the x1xG6. The amend- 
ment was conſequently anſwered, with a repeti- 
tion of his former aſſeverations; and, a flat de- 
nial, that any ſuch letters exiſted. It was never 
diſcovered by the ſolicitor on the other ſide, by 
what means he had been defeated; as the boy, 
(to conceal his own negligence,) denied that 
any perſon had inſpected the exhibit. 


The complainants, being ſatisfied with the reco- 
very of their note; and, the reſfondent, in having 
eſcaped the pillory ; the proceedings on both 
ſides were diſcontinued, and the ſuit remains 
at this moment undecided —Drage and his com- 
panion were recompenced by the Kix, with a 
douceur of five guineas ; a profuſion of promiſes 
and commendations ; and reiterated aſſurances 
of everlaſting gratitude ! ! ! 
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F REQUENT occaſions occurred in the x1x6's 
negotiations, that required the profeſional aſſiſ- 
tance of a ſo/ictor, in which he would gladly 
have diſpenſed with a confidant. To remedy this 
inconvenience, he made a bold effort to be ad- 
mitted an attorney, of the court of Common-Pleas. 


It has been already hinted, that he articled 
himſeli, with a view to this object, —to Robinſon, 
hi. /oticitor-gereral : but ii name was become too 
notoi1ous in the courts, to ſuit the occaſion. He 
determined, therefore, (notwithſtanding the ne- 
ceſſity of his ſwearing to have ſerved a five years 
clersmip, with the perſon preſenting him ;) to 
21:»ly forajudge's fiat, under the auſpices of his 
new, acquired friend, and aſſociate, Mr. Joun 
FREE 4%; to whoin he had never been articled, 
nor even perſonally known, beyond the preced- 
ing ten raouths. 


The Kix being then in his thirty-eighth, or 
thirty-ninth year, was apprehenſive that his age 
might be remarked, and probably expoſe him to 
ſome untoward enquiries: he endeavoured, 
therefore, by all poſuble means, to give himſelf 
ine juvenile appearance of an attorney's clerk. 


To 


„ 


To render his hopes of ſucceſs more probable, 
he applied to Mr. Jusrick GovLD, whom he 
particularly ſelected, on a preſumption, that the 
natural infimities of his venerable age, might 
favour the deceit. —The event afforded him a 
ſubje& of exultation.—He withdrew from the 


judge's chambers, in the flattering perſuaſion, - 


that he was now /icenced, to indulge his nefarious 
propenſities; and invgſted with additional powers 
of depredation. 


The next day, being devoted to the celebra- 
tion of his ſucceſs, (of which he had much rea- 
ſonable doubt,) — a ſumptuous entertainment 
was provided, for his affociates, retainers, and 
confederates who paid their compliments of 
gratulation, in due form ; and, before they parted, 
—inſcribed his name on the margin of a Law 
Directory, (with the plauſive ceremony of 7hree 
times three, among the renowned worthies, 
whoſe names are regiſtered | in the copious, and 
formidable liſt of attornies, 


Meaſures, which appear moſt likely, in the 
contemplation of human wiſdom, and foreſight, 
to enſure ſucceſs,—are often found to be produc- 
tive of diſappointment, and mortification. 


There 
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There was another ceremony, neceſſary to the 
completion of his admiſſion, of which the x1x6 
ſeems to have been uninformed ; or at leaſt, to 
have conſidered it as a mere matter of form; in 
which he had nothing to apprehend ; namely, 
his taking the caths of allegiance, &c. in ofien court. 
His encountering the penetrating eye of L—d 
L—h—h, was, therefore, unavoidable ; for being 
obliged to exhibit himſelf in a robe, (with which 
gentlemen, who qualify as attornies, in the court 
of Common-Pleas, are inveſted for the occaſion, 
by an officer of the court,) he muſt, of courſe, 


be too conſpicuous, to paſs unobſerved by either 
of the judges. 


He attended ſeveral times for that purpoſe, 
before he could muſter ſufficient courage to pre- 
ſent himſelt ; but his journal is filent concern- 


ing the /enſation; from whence this diffidence 
aroſe. 


His defire to figure as an attorney, at length 
prevailed. He preſented himſelf to the officers, 
and had taken the book ; but the firſt ſentence 
of the oath, in which his name was neceſſarily 
repeated, caught the ear of the CO- f Je, who 
ſuſpended the ceremony: and, finding on en- 
quiry, that the KING, as he ſuſpected, was one of 

the 
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the gent/emen, whoſe atrocities, in annuity negoti- 
ations, had induced the legiſlature, to enact 
various regulations, on his Lord's motion; by 
which, many of the evils that formerly attended 
this ruinous method of raifing money, were pre- 
vented : and being informed of the artifice, by 
which he had obtained the fiat of Mr. Juſtice 
Gould, he ſeverely cenſured his audacity, and 
diſmiſſed him with an intimation, that his cha- 
racter was too well known in Weſtminſter-Hall, 
to leave him any hope of being admitted into 
that, or any other court, as a practitioner of the 
law. Hehad likewiſe themortification of perceiv- 
ing, that the auditors were unanimous, in ap- 
plauding this teſtimony of his lordſhip's atten- 
tion, tothe credit of the profeſſion. 


Captain F-—k a gentleman of family, and a 
reſpectable officer in the navy; having (about this 
time) been defrauded of bills, accepted by his 
father, Sir C—. F—, to the amount of ſeventeen 
hundred and fifty pounds; — communicated 
his misfortune to the KING; and requeſted his 
advice. If Capt. F— had acted under a perfect 
knowledge of the xixc's character, (which his 
viſiting him as an acquaintance, pretty elearly 

proves 
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proves he did not,)—he could not have pro- 
ceeded more judiciouſly ; for, “ to ſet a thief, to 
catch a thief,” is an old and approved maxim of 
policy, that rarely fails. 


He liſtened with eager attention to the circum- 
ſtances related by Captain F— ; and, being en- 
raged beyond meaſure, that ſo rich a booty ſhould 
fallintoany other hands thanhis own,—undertook 
to recover the bills;—nor was he long indiſcover- 
ing the perpetrators of this exviab/e fraud: for 
knowing every poſſible channel of circulation 
for bills ſo obtained ; he traced the exploit, 
without much difficulty, to J. Piggerſgill, and 
MR. Tromas FREEMAN ; the latter of whom 
being too modeſt to avow himſelf, aſſumed the 
name of Whitacre. 


Tne culprits having no apprehenſion of this 
untoward diſcovery, were unprepared tooffer any 
excuſe for ſo atrocious a violation of their fide/ity, 
and allegiance to the KING ; by which they were 
bound to depoſit, whatever plunder they ſhould 
collect, in his hands ; to be divided, in ſuch pro- 
portions, among the confederates, as in is opinion, 
their reſpective merits, and pretenſion ſhould 
deſerve. 


The 


as. 


The embarraſsment, occaſioned by his taking 
them ſo entirely by ſurprize, was too viſible to 
eſcape his obſervation ; and too favourable to 
his purpoſe, to be ſuffered to paſs away, without 
turning it to his advantage. 


Preſuming on his ability, to Stray them, in a 
caſe, trom which un danger, or diſgrace, could thus 
far attach to himſelt ; he reproached them vehe- 
mently, with unfailbfulneſs, and ingratitude ;— 
threatened to give them up to Captain F-_k's 
vengeance ;—ſet Newgate, and the gallows, be- 
fore their eyes ;—and, having raiſed their appre- 
henſions to the higheſt pitch; made a ſudden 
tranſition, to profeſſions of friendſhip, and 
eſteem !—Exprefſed a willingnaſs to uſe his en- 
deavours, and 7niere/t, to accommodate the mat- 
ter with Captain F—-—k ;—Laid fifty pounds 
on the table, as a pledge of his pardon ; 


and, on their promiſing future fidelity, and al- 


legiance ;—condeſcended—7o take charge of the 
bills. 


« Toerr, is buman ; to forgive, divine.” 


He now waited on Captain F-—k, informed 
him, that the bills were unfortunately negotiated, 
for a real conſideration, Ix casn, and, that Sir 
Charles, therefore, could not avoid the payment, 
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of his acceptances ; but, might proceed againſt 


the ra/cals, who had ſwindled him, either crimi- 


nally, or by an action of debt. 


This alarming intelligence, drew from Cap- 
tain F k, a declaration, that, neither he or 
Sir C—s, had any immedia/e means, of providing 


for the bills. N 


The kixo, whoſe philanthropic exertions, in 
behalf of the diſtreſſed, had excited general aſto- 
niſhment, and afforded ample ſubject of ani- 
madverſion, and converſation for twenty pre- 
ceding years; muſt have been ſtrangely altered, 
if he had been able to forego, ſo favourable an op- 
portunity, of indulging the amiable, and ſympa- 
thetic benevolence, of his heart ; in the caſe of a 
gentleman, whom he called his friend. His 
oltering, therefore, to pay them as they became 
due,—on a renewal of them, TO MIMSELF, at a 


moderate date; may be conſidered as a matter of 


courſe, But the Captain, who might have ſaid 
with critical aptneſs, “ ime DANAos et dona 
ferentes;“ - declined the offer, in a manner, which 
proved he was neither ſatisfied with the reſult of 


his interpoſition, nor duped by his profeſſions of 


friendſhip. 


The 
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The x1NG, whoſe utmoſt obſervation, was on 
the watch, —perceiving he could not re/azn the 
bills, without certain detection; nor be too expe- 
ditious in getting rid of them ; — haſtened to 
Mr. S—l—m—n's, a jew attorney, who, on 
ſuch occaſions, was a willing and competent 
agent, The bills, being put into his hands, for 
negotiation, were immediately transferred to Mr. 
S— ds, an upholſterer, in Soho; Mr. Mr, 
a linen-draper ; and Mr. Kt, of Bond Street, 
for eleven hundred prunds ; of which eight hundred 
were returned by S—l-m—ns, to the KING. 


The payment of the bills being refuſed, they 
were put in ſuit by Mr. V, and were eventu- 
ally paid. All the parties, excepting Free:nan, 
(whoſe fate will hercafter be ſhewn,) — wich 
impunity. 


The kixd's adventures of this ſort, ſo far ex- 
ceeded all belief, that, the editor has thought it pro- 
per, to omit a hundred inſtances of ſimilar frauds, 
and manoeuvres, practiſed on gentlemen of ſmall 
fortunes ; officers ; clergymen; perſons in trade, 
&c. whoſe obſcurity would make it impoſſible 
to authenticate their caſes ; and, might conſe- 
quently give them a fictious air, . The depreda- 
tions committed on perſons of rank, fortune, or 
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eminence, are, therefore ſelected, as more gene- 
rally intereſting, becauſe the perſons, to whom 
the facts relate, are univerſally known. 


The «1xG had learnt from Mr. Teaſdale, an in- 
defatigable labourer, in the ſame vineyard with 
himſelf, that the M—s of C n, having 
an immediate occafion for two or three thouſand 
pounds, was endeavouring to raiſe it on his notes. 
Mr. Teaſdalc ſpoke of it as a buſineſs in which 
he was himſelf engaged; and even intimated, that 
the profits of the negotiation were devoted to 
an excurſion to Paris, for five or ſix months, with 
his dear Mrs. Teaſdale ; who delighted in nothing 
half ſo much as a jaunt in tile. - 


The KING is never more attentive to his inter- 
eſt, than when it leaſt appears to occupy his 
thoughts. 


Having heard too much to liſten to the preſſing 
invitation of his communicative friend, to ſtay 
to dinner he ſeized the firſt favourable mo- 
ment to wiſh him a good day, —and a pleaſant 
journey, with his dear Mrs. Teaſdale, to Paris. 


Robinſon, his Solicitor-general, was diſpatched, 
wich all poſſible expedition, to Groſvenor ſquare, 
with 
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with offers of ſervice to the M——s, backed with 
an aſſurance, that a conſiderable part of the ſum 
he wanted, ſhould immediately be advanced on 
his note. He gi.ned an eaſy, admittance, and 
his propoſition was favourably received. 


The M's, unacquaintance with the delu- 
ſive profeſſions, promiſes, and pretenſions of ad- 
vertiſing Money-lenders ; added to his natural 
ingenuouſneſs, and high ſenſe of honor, preciuded 
all /:/picion from his mind; which was the only 
principle, that could have guarded him againſt 
the united machinations of ſuch bold, experien- 


ced, and perſevering adventurers, as the KING and 
Mr. Michacl Maſſy Robinſon. 


Allured by the proſpect of an immediate ſup- 
ply, on his own terms, he gave his note to Mr, 
Robinſon for a thouſand guineas, with that incau- 
tious, and liberal confidence, on which the ſpe- 
cu/ations of the xi are formed, in his negoti- 
ations with GENTLEMEN ; and which GENTLEMEN 
will always repent, who put their truſt in the 
KING, Or in any of his nefarious gang. 


The note was immediately conveyed to his Pre- 
datorial Majeſty, who fearing the ingenuity of 
his Solicitor, examined it with a critical eye; leaſt 

his 
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his imitative faculty, in the uſe of his pen, (by 
which he had more than once been deceived) 
ſhould again exhibit him in the humiliating cha- 
racter of the b:ter bit. Being ſatisfied the note 
was genuine, he commended his fidelity, beſtowed 
great encomiums on his addreſs, and, in a mo- 
mentary fit of generoſity, preſented him with a 
cheque on his banker, for twenty guineas. 


Contrary to his uſual practice, in the diſpoſal 
of ſwindled notes, (which was inſtantly to put 
them in circulation, he carefully depoſited his 
preſent acquiſition in his ſtrong box; and ſpecu- 
lating on the probable feelings of the M 85 
preſented it, when due, for payment. The open 
countenance, and tradeſman-like appearance of 
Mr. Themas Freeman, recommended him to the 
KING, for the execution of this part of the buſi- 
neſs, to which he had no great inclination; but 
recollecting his late delinquency, in the caſe of 
Capt. F Kk; and, being aſſured by the 
XING that he ſhould be ſufficiently attended, 
to fruſtrate any efforts of the M——s to ſe- 
cure him; — he could not decently excuſe 
himſelf, Perſons were accordingly poſted near 
the avenues of Groſvenor ſquare, for the purpoſe 
of reſcuing him, if the M——s, (whoſe ſilence 
had cauſed ſome diſagrecable forebodings in the 
? KING'S 
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KI1NG's mind) ſhould order him to be taken be- 
fore a magiſtrate : for the x1NG's doubts, con- 
cerning the firmneſs, and fidelity, of his accom- 
plices, tormented him with perpetual apprehen- 
ſions, of being dragged from behind the curtain; 
which, he doubtleſs would have been, in the pre- 
ſent caſe, if ſpirited meaſures had been adopted. 
But, alas! the claims of public juſtice, were la- 
mentably ſacrificed to private delicacy ; — the 
note was paid without objection, or complaint; 
and, the KING triumphs to this day, in the ſaga- 
city that ſuggeſted his ſpeculation, on the gentle- 
manly feelings of the M of C——, 


- 


A NOTE for one thouſand and eighty 
pounds, was obtained from Sir J-—s E——e; 
in which, the honour of doing the Baronet, was 
conferred by the KN o, on Mr. F. Piggerſgill. The 
event in this caſe, (as the xInG ſeems to have 


foreſeen,) was ſomewhat different from that of 


the preceding one. The note was immediately 
negotiared, with Mr. S——0n, a wholeſale linen- 
draper, in Lad-Lane, for a quantity of goods, 7: 
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his way ; proportionate, no doubt, to the value 
of the bill; though they produced but little mo- 
ney under the hammer of Mr. M——k3, the 
KING's auctioncer —dSir Js, having received no 
conſideration tor his note, and being unable, 
(whatever his inclination might be,) to follow the 
example of the M——+ of C , refuſed pay- 
ment. He was conſequently ſued by Mr. Sn. 
and, after a hopcleſs litigation, in which the 


proceedings were carried to an expenſive length, 


he gave a warrant ot attorne;, for the debt, and 
coſts, payable at a diſtant period, with an intereſt 
of five per cent. till it ſhould become Due. 


Colonel B-y—t, Major G——r, and Mr. 
B r, of the Buckinghamſhire militia, experienced 
in their turns, the fatal conſequences of engaging 
in paper negotiations with the KING, 


From the firſt of theſe gentlemen, (whoſe affairs 
were to the laſt extremity embarraſſed,) he ob- 
tained a bill, through the ſpecious Mr. Thomas 
Freeman, for two hundred and fifry pounds, 
which he put into the hands of Mr. Kt, of 


Bond Street; who, being intimately connected 
with the noted IK A—d—n, was very conve- 
nient to the KING, in the diſpoſal of ſurreptitious 

ſecurities, 


( 1690 


ſecurities.— Jack, (whom the reader may recol- 
lect in a former part of theſe memoirs, to have 
been defirous of an engagement, in the kixc's 
ſervice,) reſided, when this tranſaction took place, 
at a Slop-ſellers, in Oxford Street. He had ac- 
quired great celebrity, as Cecibeo, and attorney-ge- 
neral, to the frail fiiterhood ; and, officiated with 
great eclat, as maſter of ceremonies, at their weekly 
hop, in Queen Street, Golden Square. He con- 
trived, through this connection, to pick up a to- 
lerable livelihood ; and, to have a chariot always 
at command, with one or other of his fair clients, 
to grace his profeſſional attendances at the public 
offices, and Weſtminſter-Hall ; which excited the 
envy and admiration of peripatetic barriſters, 
hum drum petty foggers, and bum bailiffs. With 
the latter, indeed, he was in high vogue; for, 
being naturally void of feeling, and unreſtrained 
by any moral principle; he was more profligate 
than any of his fraternity, in the atrocious prac- 
tice of getting into his poſſeſſion ſmall notes, or 
bills of exchange, that were either over due, 
or not likely to be duely honoured ; — for the 
purpoſe of loading them with ftious indorſe- 
ments; -and bringing ſeparate actions thereon : 
by which, the coſts were accumulated to fo enor- 
mous an amount, as to cauſe infinite diſtreſs ; 
and, in numberleſs inſtances, to involve the ac- 
: Z ceptors, 


3 


& INE } 


ceptors, and real indorlers of ſuch bills, in utter 
ruin. | 


The office of worrying Colonel B-y—t, on 
the joint account of the xNG, Mr. Kt, and 
himſelf, was conſigned to this gentleman. 


The Colonel reſiſted the proceedings of his 
perſecutor, by every legal effort in his power ; 
but, experienced in the event, that the redreſs, 
which hangs on the affidavits of an opponent in a 
court of law; or, the anſwer of a reſpondent in a 
court of equity, depends more on the conſcience 
of his adverſary, than the merits of his caſe. 


The embarraſſments which firſt allured him to 
accept the inſidious offers of aſſiſtance, conveyed 
through Freeman, by the KINO, were fo greatly 
increaſed by the expences and event of this con- 
teſt ; and, his ſenſe of injury, and ill treatment, 
ſo poignant, that he fell into a ſtate of deſpon- 


,dency, and died in a few months, of a broken 
heart. 


A diſagreement between A—d—n, and the 
KING, occaſioned a diſcovery ſome years after the 
Colonel's deceaſe, that the anſwer to his bill of 
diſcovery in this caſe, was /worn by a proxy; and 

the 
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the editor hath actually ſeen bis receipt for twenty 
guineas, expreſsly paid, by Mr. A, for perſonat- 
ing him on that occaſion, before the maſter. 


Tur liberal ſpirit of Major Gr, (a gentle- 
man highly diſtinguiſhed and efteemed in the po- 
lite world) having involved him in precuniary 
difficulties, which made it neceſſary to repair his 
finances with more expedition, than is commonly 
uſed by regular Condeyancers; he was tempted to 
addreſs a letter to one of the fictious characters * 
under which the KinG's ſervices, as a money len- 
der, had for ſome time been offered to the pub- 
lic. He was immediately waited on by the KING; 
who knowing his character and connections, con- 
fidered him an object of too great importance to 
be committed to the management of any other 
than himſelf. The introductory converſation on 
both ſides was nearly the ſame as hath been re- 
preſented on a ſimilar occaſion : nothing, how- 
ever, was determined, excepting, that the Major 
ſhould dine with him the next day. 

The xING was exceedingly captivated with the 
manners, and converſation of his gueſt ; but ad- 
"ured above all, his openneſs and candour reſ- 

L 2 ſpecting 
* Mr. Oſborne. | 
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pecting the ſtate of his affairs; which enabled him, 
at once, to decide in what manner he might be 
turned to the beſt advantage; or whether it were 
proper to engage in his buſineſs or not. 
The diſcovery that the Major's reſources, and 
expectations were ſo far anticipated as to afford 
no hope of deriving any great advantage either 
preſent, or future fiom his acquaintance ; was ſuf- 
ficient, (according to his common practice,) to 
have outweighed every other motive, to his hold- 
ing any further converſation on the ſubject. But 
he appcars in this caſe to have been actuated by 
ſome unaccountable preſage; or infatuated by 
the natural elegance, and irriſiſtible addreſs of 
his client: for he not only profeſſed in his uſual 
ſtile, to be particularly diſpoſed to ſerve or oblige 
him; but, in proof of his cordiality advanced him 
a ſum of moncy for his immediate occaſions, 
without any ſecurity whatever. 


The memorandum that follows the x1xnG's mi- 
nute of this extraordinary incident, expreſſes his 
regret that any nonſenſical feeling ſhould have be- 
tray ed him into ſo indiſcreet an act of gencroſity ; 
with.a va bene, to reimburſe himſelf with intereſt 
at their next interview. | 


The 


1 


The Major who had ſome reaſon, from the re- 
ſult of this meeting, to think favourably of the 
KING, repea:ed his viſit in a few days, and dined 
with him en Fami la. Their converſation concern- 
ing the means of removing, or at leaſt alleviating 
his pecuniary difficulties, was of courſe renewed ; 
and the Major, having no other than perſonal 
ſecurity to offer, gave his notes to the xt for 
nineteen hundred and ninety one pounds. Some 
of theſe notes were diſcounted with Mr. K——t, 
on the uſual terms of his houſe ; by which the Ma- 
jor received one third of their amount in bank 
notes; the remainder in a /mall, but elegant aſ- 
ſortment of the matchleſs productions of his 
cabinet manufactory; which produced on fale, 
(excluſive of the duty, and commiſſion,) /wenty- 
frve and half per cent. of the ſum charged. The 
Major, therefore, netted fif/y-erght pounds, fifteen 
and eight pence per cent. on his bills : for the ſame 
influence, which had impelled the kIxd to a 
generous action in the outſet, now cauſed him, 
(notwithſtanding his reſolution to reimburſe him- 
ſelf, ) to decline accepting a douceur ; and, even 
to give up his fees of agency, on the negotia- 
tion! | 


In the expences of his table, equipage, ſer- 
vants, or any other circumſtance, that involved 
| ſpecula- 
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ſpeculation, the K1xG's profuſion was unbounded. 


In whatever concerned the product of an enter- 


priſe, —or, the commiſſion and expences, of a 
money negotiation ;—his tenaciouſneſs was ſo 
exceſſive, that he had never relaxed in a demand, 
nor intentionally ſuffered an atom of plunder to 
eſcape the graſp of his rapacity. He, therefore, 
reflected with aſtoniſhment, on his preſent con- 
duct; but, concluded finally, that his liberality 
to Major Gr, was ſuggeſted by his DbEMox, 
—and would certainly be productive of ſome im- 
portant event. But, the purpoſe of his FAMILIAR, 
was not ſufficiently clear to his perception, to in- 


duce him either to reſtore the remaining bills, 


or to make any return of them to the Major. 


After a ſhort time had elapſed, he informed 
Major G r, (who was obliged to ſubmit to a 
temporary retirement,) that he had no hopes [of 
procuring him any further ſupply, on his notes, 
but by paſſing them through the ſame channel as 
the former. It did not ſuit the Major's ſitua- 
tion, to be too critically exact about terms ; he, 
therefore, authoriſed the KING to diſpoſe of them, 
as he thought beſt. He conſequently gave them 


to Mr. K t, with directions to carry them to 
their general account. 


It 


(39S 1} 


it could not well be conceived, if his minute 
of the tranſaction had ended here, that he had any 
advantage in contemplation from this proceed- 
ing: for he was too well acquainted with the 
Major's affairs to expect they would be regularly 
paid ;—and all circumſtances conſidered, muſt 
have had more faith than belongs to a jew, if he 
expected any payment at all.— The amount of 
the bills that remained in his hands was upwards 
of a thouſand pounds. It is not in the xixo's na- 
ture to forego any thing, without reluctance, that 
bears even an ideal value; or from which any poſ- 
fible benefit can be derived : it is, therefore, pro- 
bable, that he would have kept the bills after 
all, if he had not hit upon a method of employ- 
ing them to the more profitable purpoſe of dup- 
ing Mr. Kt; whole reliance, on being enabled, 
from two years connection with the KING, ts retire 
from trade, laid him open to perpetual mance- 
vre. The principal object of their connection, 
was a mere interchange of ſwindled bills; in 
which they ſome times ſpeculated jointly, at 
others ſeverally.—If the one poſſeſſed bills on 
A, for five hundred pounds; and the other held 


Founded on the equivocal aſſurance of the xinG, at their 


firſt converſation on the ſubject of a os connection, 
above ſtated. 
The 
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the notes of B, for a like ſum they either agreed 
upon an equal diviſion of the produce, or by per- 
mutation, to ſtand each in the ſituation of the 
other, with reſpect to the perſons from whom 
they were obtained. By this ſimple operation the 
deluded drawers, or acceptors, (though no conſi- 
deration was received) were rendered in either 
caſe irremediably liable to the payment of ſuch 
bills, or notes. 


Mr. Kt being already in poſſoſſion of the 
Major's notes, for eight or nine hundred pounds, 
for which a conſideration, (though very inade- 
quate to their nominal value) had been paid ; was 
differently circumſtanced in the preſent caſe 
from that of any other, that had ariſen in their 


nefarious commerce. 


The x1NG's adroitneſs in availing himſelf of 
incidental occurrences, in his peculiar ſphere of 
action, is inimitable. He hinted, careleſsly to 
Mr. K t, that as matters ſtood between him, 
and Major G, it might ſuit him beſt to have 
the entire property of the Major's notes ; and that 
he was willing to reſign his claim on thoſe he 
had juſt given him, for the trifling ſum of two 
hundred guineas ; as he had no doubt of Mr. 


K——'s requiting his liberality, with the turn of 
the 


I 


the ſcale, in ſome future tranſaction.— Bon, as 
the KING ſtiled him, when his purpoſe required a 
little good numoured familiarity, had heard much 
of the Major's honor and re/ſpefatility, but not a 
word concerning his pecuuiary reſponſibility ; he, 
therefore put the KING in immediate poſſeſſion 
of two hundred guineas. 
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Having now done with the bills, he acquainted 
the Major that, he had depoſited them with Mr. 
K—, but had left the terms to be ſettled between 
themſelves; as he could not in conſcience ad- 
viſe ; much leſs be inſtrumental to his diſcount- 
ing them at ſo enormous an expence. The Ma- 
Jor acquieſced ; but never thought of recalling 
his notes; and of courſe thought as little about 
paying them when due. In the mean time they 
were circulated through the houſes of Mr. Gl, 
a Silverſmith in the Strand; and Mr. E, a Gauze 
weaver, in Friday Street : and from thence found 
their way to the eſcrutoir of Mr, ] n A——n, 
The ſlight ſketch of this gentleman, given in 
the preceding caſe, will ſuggeſt to the reader's 
imagination, what the Major muſt have ſuffered 
from his indiſcreet confidence in the King : and 
make it unneceſſary to detail the particulars of Mr. 
A——n'sprocecdings on the bills; - or to enume- 


rate the hard(hips, vexations, and oppreſſions, 
A a that 
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that were iniquitouſly inflicted on him, under 
legal colours, 


To bear no rival near his throne ; and to coun- 
teract every effort of his miniſters, to attain inde- 
pendance, by accumulating the fruits of their la- 
bours ; — or to preſerve the ſmalleſt degree of 
character above his own level; are maxims of 
policy from which the xixG never deviates. The 
reader, therefore, will not be ſurpriſed at any 
inſtance of perfidy, baſeneſs, or rapacity, towards 
thuſe on whom he molt depended'; or, that cri- 
minal conviction, —loſs of property, bankruptcy, 
debaſement of character, or, at beſt, a diminution 
of credit, have been the invariable conſequences 
of any connection, negotiation, intercourſe, or ac- 
quaintance with him. 


When the operations of Mr. John A——n, 
where commenced againſt the Major, through 
the medium of a Sheritt's officer; the KING, 
procured his liberation, by giving his undertaking 
to Mr. A- -g, in u hoſe cuſtody he was: but 
extri ated H ef when the term arrived, by 
engaging Mr. E. 
was on terms of intimacy, and friendſhip with 
the KIXG, and had for ſome time materially aſſiſt- 
ed him in his negotiations with young men, whoſe 
x EXPENCES 


to become bail. Mr. E— 
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expences exceeded their allowance ; by ſupply- 
ing them with gauzes of the beſt texture, from 
his own manufaCtory, for their bills ;—and re-pur- 
chaſing them at a reduced price. His profits, 
from this traffic, had long been a cauſe of jea- 
louſy, and heart-burning to the king; who, hav- 
ing no immediate means of practiſing on him, 
with any advantage to himſelf, as in the caſe of 
Mr. K ; he determined to avail himſelf of 
the preſent occaſion, to retard his defection ; 
which nothing (he thought) would prevent, but 
reducing him to his primitive ſtate of depen- 
dance on the will of his sovereiGN. He there- 
fore urged Major G, on judgment being ob- 
tained againſt him, on his bills, to retire for a 
few months to the Continent ; aſſuring him he 
would ſettle matters with Meſſrs. K and 
A——n , and that all law proceedings ſhould in 
the mean time be ſuſpended. 


The Major, who would have ſpurned ſuch ad- 
vice, if he had conceived the conſequences; 
yielded to the KIxG's ſuggeſtion : — and, Mr. 
E was of courſe fixed with the debt and 
coſts in ſeveral ſuits, befides thoſe of x, and 
An, which, in ſpite of his exertions to avoid 
it, occaſioned his being made a bankrupt. 
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TIE circumſtances of the x1xc's conflict with 
Mr. Bcr, are ſo blended in point of time, with 
the further particulars of his communication with 
Major G nr, that, the latter muſt neceſſarily 
be ſuſpended, till the reader ſhall be made ac- 
quainted with ſome of the events, which juſtice 
hath recorded in the caſe of the former. 


Mr. B—c—r's negotiation with the KING, 
though only for the diſcount of his note for ninety 
pounds, was productive of more ſcrious conſe- 
' quences, than he had ever experienced from any 
ſingle tranſaction of his life. Being perfectly 
ſatisfied of Mr. B r's reſponſibility, for five 
times the amount of his note; he did not heſitate 
to give him thirty pounds in advance, with a pro- 
miſe to conclude his buſineſs the next day. Mr. 
Br, being in great want of the money, (as n ay 
well be ſuppoſed, from his applying to the K1xG,) 
called daily at his office, for neara fortnight. His 
viſits, producing no effect to his purpole, he ad- 
dreſſed ſeveral letters to the K1xG, to which he 
received no anſwer : theſe appearances, being too 

| unequivocal 


1 


unequivocal to need explanation, he retired into 
Buckinghamſhire, and gave himſelf no further 
trouble about his note, till it became payable. 
The thirty pounds he received in advance, 
with two months intereſt, were then paid by his 
agent, at the KIxc's office: but, the perſon who 
received the money, profeſſed total ignorance 
concerning the note; and Mr. B Ar wasarreſted 
in Buckinghamſhire the next day, for one hundred 
and twenty pounds, at the KIxG's ſuir. 


A thouſand incidents occur, in the affairs of 
men, that give plauſibility, to the doctrine of pre- 
deſtination : but, few inſtances are ſeen, in which 
an event may, with more ſeeming reaſon, be im- 
puted to the hand of fate, than the xi Nos conduct 
in the preſent caſe. 


He perſevered in his attempt on Mr. BZ— r; 
and ſpeculating againſt poſſibility, carried it to a 
trial: a verdict being given for the defendant, an 
action was thereupon brought, for a malicious 
arreſt ; but, as more than three months inter- 


vened, between the commencement of this action, 


and its coming to an iſſue, the adventures and 
occurrences of that interval, muſt neceſſarily pre- 
cede the concluſion of his conflict with Mr. 
B——r. * 
5 The 


: 1 A Il = 2 * 2 F = ay 
8 - " = wy 4 ” hh Sw 0 8 * a 
3 — _ o * 
ccc 
— 
* - N — 


a —_—— Fell -— $7? = 
LPS” II © by im ev 
a =} * 


rr 


— 
2 


N — y © © ” 
| b * 4 - — 5 . 
r p ', , 7 ' wy \ 5 <S * 
w - — — . 
* — — — 2 n 
> — = a =» o : > \ 


— 


* 


7222 


2 
n 
* , V - 
ow o 
— ©4 


W © pwr Tn 


C.: 208-3 


The enormous amount of his law expences ; 
the ſums required to ſupport the numerous 
branches of his predal eſtabliſhment ; and, the 
perpetual contributions, levied on him by trad- 
ing juſtices, and their runners, which he durſt 
not reſiſt ;—occaſioned ſuch frequent recourſe to 
his treaſury, that it was often drained, (notwith- 
withſtanding his extraordinary ſucceſs,) of the 


laſt guinea : it was, therefore, neceſſary to reduce 
his eſtabliſhment, or increaſe his revenue. 


While he was meditating on this ſubject, 
his ſervant announced to him the Chevalier de 
Champreaux ; a gentleman, whoſe adroitneſs in 
throwing a nick, was ſuperior to that of General 
S-; and, who exerciſed the happy faculty of 
ſecuring a back hand repique ; or, turning up a knave 
at all fours, with more neatneſs than even —— 
„ or the noted Jack Tethrington. — The 
Chevalier's profeſſed buſineſs with the KI x, was 
to negotiate, in ſome way or other, a note, which 
he had won the preceding evening, of Mr. HAR- 
MAN, a young gentleman from Antigua, whom 


the KING had undertaken to inſtruct in the road to 
ruin. 


Men, who excel in a particular art or ſcience, 
have, commonly, a ſtrong propenſity, to force 
| . into 


1 


into converſation, their favourite topics. The 
K1NG, and the Chevalier, being each ſuper-excel- 
lent in kis part cular line, and, neither of them 
very reſerved ; they quickly formed an acquaint- 
ance ; which grew in a few days to an intimacy, 
and, at length, led them into a connection; - from 


from which the kINd flattered himſelf, his re- 


venue would be more than doubled Falſe dice, 
and other inſtruments of depredation in his way, 
were procured by the Chevalier, and, his dexte- 


rity evinced, by many bold and ſucceſsful experi- 


ments, at the K1xG's houſe. 


Among the various expedients mutually ſug- 
geſted, for the extenſion of their practice; the 
means of ſetting up a faro-bank, were taken into 
conſideration. They cordially agreed, that no 
plan would be more productive; but, were 


clearly of opinion, it could not be well conducted, 


without the ſuperintendence of a lady. 


Deborah, the kixc's conſort, being a mere 
dowdy, and ſtill more diſqualified by her want 
of beauty, for the dutics of the office; the 
taſk of providing a patroneſs for the undertaking, 
fell to the Chevalier. He inſtantly named Mrs. 
L——e, not only as the moſt faſcinating woman 
in England, but the beſt qualified in every other 
reſpect 
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reſpect for their purpoſe; and having an elegant 
houfe in O—d B——n ſtreet, nothing would be 
wanting, but the apparatus to commence buli- 
nels. The KING expreſſed his approbation, in 
the higheſt terms of compliment to the Cheva- 
lier; who was equally pleaſed that their conver- 
ſation had taken ſo intereſting a turn; and, being 
on terms with Mrs: L e, that authorized the 
introduction of a friend, ſaus ceremonie, they pro- 
ceeded immediately to Od B———n ſtreet. 
Mrs. L e, was, at that time, under the 
immediate protection of Lord F—f—d. 


As ſoon as the firſt compliments were paid, the 
buſineſs was opened to the lady, who acceded to 
their propoſition, and, becamea party in the con- 
federacy, without the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion that any 
fraudulent practices were intended. 


The kixc's ſuſceptibility to the impreſſions of 
beauty, ſoon proſtrated him at the feet of Mrs. 
Ie. The immenſe wealth ſhe ſuppoſed him 
ro poſſeſs, (from the Chevalier's report,) had a 
wonderſul effect in conciliating her pride, to the 
aukward manners, and cub-like careſſes of the 
KING. 


Their 
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Their views were too obvious to eſcape the 
jealous eye of the chevalier, who ſorely repented 
the folly he had committed, in bringing them 
together : and, to compleat his mortification, he 
was very ſoon convinced, by the kixd's officiat- 
ing as her major domo, and doing the honours 
of the table, that he had obtained in a few days ! 
what he alas ! had in vain ſolicited for many 
months. 


Nothing could be more vulgar, or oute, than 
the faſhion of the x1xc's habiliment, excepting 
his manners *and addreſs; both which Mrs. 


L—— —— undertook to reform: but her natural 


humour and vivacity, being unreſtrained by any 
ſentiment of kindneſs, or reſpect towards him, 
ſhe could not reſiſt ſo fair an occaſion of enter- 
taining both herſelf and her gueſts, by turning 
him into ridicule. His patience, and tractabi- 
lity, therefore, were put to a ſevere trial, during 
the honey-moon of their amour. She introduced 
him to her viiitors, under the flattering appella- 
tion of her ** ſweet Caliban; —would ſcarcely ever 
dine, without calling him ſeveral times to her 
ſide, on ſome frivolous pretence or other, con- 
cerning his dreſs ;—to adjuſt his neckcloth,— 
correct the operation of his triſſeur,—or to give a 
more becoming effect to the brilliant ornament 
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that cloſed the boſontvf his ſhirt*; which ſhe per- 
formed with ſuch pointed archneſs, as never 
failed to raiſe a hearty laugh at his expence. 


The chevalier, (whom ſhe kept in tolerable 
good humour, by a little harmleſs badinage, and 
permitting him now and then to kiſs her hand,) 
had the gratification to be a conſtant witneſs of 
theſe farcical proceedings; and, his chagrin was 
greatly alleviated, by the ridicule ſhe threw on his 
rival. —His ſituation, however, was far from en- 
viable; but, the notoriety of his zalents, having 
excluded him from the play parties of every place 


of public reſort, his finances and character were 


nearly on a par : it did not ſuit him, therefore, to 


| deſert a connection, in which he could loſe no- 
thing, and from which the moſt flattering expec- 


tations were entertained by all the parties. The 
KING was, indced, ſo infatuated with his golden 
dream, that, after a fe rehearſals, in O—d B—g- 
—N Street, he hired a ready furniſhed houſe 
at Newport Pagnell, for the reception of thoſe, 
among his viſitors and clients, who were not ad- 
dicted to play; concluding they might be thrown 


off their guard, in the idle intervals of a country 


excurſion, though too wary to be attracted by the 
allurements of a London decoy :—or, at leaſt, that 


* The ſetting of the miniature picture, alluded to by SoLo- 
MON dE Cos1a. Page 66. 
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the agremens of Mrs. L——, might be made 
productive in a juvenile party, without ſhocking 
her delicacy, by intimating his purpoſe, or allow- 
ing her to participate in the fruits of this collate- 
ral ſpeculation. 


A ſmall, but ſelect number of ſuch ſubjects, was 
choſen from the liſt of his immediate clients; 
among theſe, were too American gentlemen, 
named F-n—k, for whom he was negotiating 
the ſale of an annuity of zool. per annum, on 
their joint ſecurity to whom, therefore, he re- 
ſolved to pay the firſt compliment ;—meaning to 
give himſelf and Co. a ſufficient claim on the 
purchaſe-money, to form a bank, for their new 
eſtabliſhment, in O-d B—g—n Street. The in- 
vitation was accordingly given, and both the bro- 
thers engaged toaccompany the party to Newport 
Pagnell. But it ſo happened, that the younger 
Mr. F—n-k only accompanied them. He was 
young, handſome, and accompliſhed ; and, as was 
very nat ral, extremely ſenſible to the attractions 
of Mrs. I . 


The importance of a handſome woman, to the 
ſucceſs of any ſcheme to enthral young men, or 
men, indeed, of any age, ſtands in no need of pre- 
ternatural demonſtration. But, the KinG hav- 
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ing ſuggeſted this idea in the preſent caſe, he ex- 
ulted exceedingly in the ſymptoms of faſcination, 
that appeared in every look, and geſture, of his 
young client ; and, meditating thereupon, a more 
conſiderable draw-back on theprice of his annu- 
ity, was impatient for the reden of the box, 
and dice. 


The houſe was hired of a clergyman, who 
quittcd it abruptly, on the x1xc's arrival. A 
back-gammon table, (the common appendage of 
a parſon's parlour,) was, in the hurry of removing, 
Icft behind ; which gave the chevalier a favour- 
able opportunity of introducing his own dice, in 
the firſt inſtance. The interval, therefore, be- 
tween tea and ſupper, compleatly empty'd Mr. 
F'—n—k's purſe, and accumulated a debt againſt 
| him of fifty pounds. The gallant Mr. De Cham- 
preaux, contrived to throw all the ready-money 
winnings into the hands of Mrs. L e, for 
whom, (when it came to her turn, ) he held the box. 


The next day was ſpent in ſauntering about 
the town,—a ſhort airing in Mrs. L——e's 
coach,—and in preparations for as ſumptuous a 
dinner as the place afforded. 


The chevalier, whoſe repoſe had been diſturbed 
ö the 
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the preceding night, by tormenting reflections, on 
the felicity of his rival, (who exultingly wiſhed him 
a good night, as he entered the chambre a coucher 
of Mrs. L———e,) took the firſt opportunity to 
expreſs his diſcontent ; and inſiſted on the x1NnG's 
ſleeping in a room that lay within his own, while 


they ſtayed at Newport. —This point was con- 


teſted with great warmth and vehemence on both 
ſides ; but was at laſt decided by an appeal to the 
lady,—in favour of the chevaliers requiſition. _. 
The feſtivity of the party was a little clouded by 
this incident: for the x1nG's ſullenneſs withſtood 
both the blandiſhments and raillery of Mrs. 
L- e, till late in the evening; which con- 
cluded, notwithſtanding, with the game of ha- 
zard; the event of which may be conceived, with- 
out the gift of divination. 


/ 


Mrs. Ie, whoſe mind was intent on mat- 
ters, very foreign to the object of their jaunt to 
| Newport, fell into frequent reveries ; from which, 
ſhe made ſudden tranſitions, to ſuch violent and 
unaccountable fits of laughter, that the KING ex- 
| preſſed ſerious apprehenſions, that her intellects 
were affected: which he fondly imputed to her 
regret, of the haſty deciſion, by which they were 
decreed to ſleep apart. His efforts to ſooth her, 
being conformable to this conceir,—ſhe laughed 
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immoderately,—afſured him he miſtook her caſe, 
and, that abſtinence for a few nights, being of very 
little conſequence to him, ſhe would, on no conſi- 
deration, retract a reſolution, on which the happi- 
neſs of another gentleman, ſo evidently depended. 
To avoid further importunity, or altercation, ſhe 
retired to her chamber, and the reſt of the party 
ſoon ſeparated. 


The reader has, probably, anticipated. in idea, 
the ſequel of this little commotion ; for, being 
apprized of the tender hanke: ings of Mr. F—-n—k, 
his availing himſelf of ſo fair an occaſion, to 
urge his ſuit, was a natural, if not a neceſſary 
conſequence : and, it cannot well be conceived, 
that a Cyprian voluptuary, who had takenſuch an 
object as-the KING to her bed ; would be deaf, or 
inexorable, to the ſolicitations of the young Ame- 
rican,——NaTuRE prevailed, and her new lover 
was admitted to a full, and free exerciſe of the 
KING'S prerogative. | 


When the party aſſembled the next morning, 
Mrs. L e was unable to ſhake off the con- 
ſtraifits of conſciouſneſs, and apprehenſion, till the 
KING, approaching with his uſual familiarity, 
rallied her on the heavineſs and languor of her 
looks; and, expreſſed his hopes, that the com- 

| fortleſs 
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fortleſs night ſhe had evidently paſted, through his 
abſence, would determine her to exclude him no 
longer from the felicity of ſleeping in her arms.— 
Perceiving, from this addreſs, that her frolic 
with Mr. F-n—k, was neither known, or ſuſ- 
pected by the x1Nc, ſhe reſumed her natural gai- 

_ ety, —owning with her accuſtomed archneſs, 
« ſhe had ſpent, indeed, ſuch a night !—that, for 
the Indies, ſhe would not paſs the next alone.” 
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The x1xc, whoſe extrerne vanity would have 
| blinded him to a leſs equivocal expreſſion of her 
meaning, was ſo fluſhed with her ſeeming conde- 
ſcenſion, that he peſtered the chevalier, with iron- 
ical compliments of condolence, on being ſo ſoon 
bereaved of his triumph: and, retorted with in- 
tereſt, the gibes he had thrown out, on the inci- 
dents of the preceding day; which, ſo exaſperated 
the chevalier, that he ſuddenly withdrew, and, 
ſummoned his exulting rival, to an immediate 
conference in the garden. 
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The lovers, having never heard of the KING 
ſpeculations on the Perdita, (related, in a former 
part of theſe memoirs ;) and, being totally unac- 
quainted with the ſordid principle, on which his 
connections and intercourſe with women were 
formed; could have no conception, that he was 
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mean enough to make the temporary uſe of his 
miſtreſs, an article of trade; or, to toleratc her in- 
trigues, in his own houſe, on a ſuitable recom- 
pence of his condeſcenſion. They had, there- 
fore, made the neceſſary arrangements, for a ſud- 
den decampment. The x1x6G, and the chevalier, 
were, conſequently, interrupted in their parly, 
by the arrival of Mrs. L———e's coach; to 


which ſhe was immediately handed by Mr. 
F-n-<k. 


The ſubje& of their converſation, was inſtantly 
adjourned, for the more important purpole of ob- 
taining an explanation, of what appearcd to be 
going forward. —Mr. F--n—k ſaw them ap- 
proaching, and waited for them at the coach door. 
— Their enquiries, being addrefſed to Mrs. 
 L-——e, ſheanſwered, with a /ang-froid, which 
indicated ere than indifference towards the 
KING, that ſhe had put herſelf under Mr. 
r—n-—-k's protection, and was going to town. 
This frank avowal of her infidelity, diveſted the 
K ING, as compleatly of the powers of motion and 
_ utterance, as it bound by a magic ſpell. Her 
gallant, who waited only to avoid the imputation 
of ſhrinking from the danger of a rencounter ; 
perceiving his hoſt to be in no condition, or in no 
humour to diſpute the point; recommended kim 

to 
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to the care of M. de Champreaux took his ſeat 
by Mrs. L e, and drove off. 


The arrival of ſuch grand viſitors, had cauſed a 
great buſtle, and excited general curioſity among 
the people of Newport ; few of their motions, be- 
ing, therefore, unobſerved, it was not likely, his 
adventure would be long a ſecret. 


The characters and purſuits of the confederated 
trio, were, indeed, pretty generally known, by ſome _ 
means or other, before they exhibited their per- 
ſons, (as is cuſtomary with great folks,) for the 
gratification of vulgar curiofity. And there is 
ſome reaſon to ſuſpect, that the goſſips of New- 
port, were in full poſſeſſion of the incidents, that 
had recently occurred at the Rookery“; for, the 
church bells were ſet in motion, at the inſtant 
Mrs. L-——e's carriage moved from the gate; 
while the ſhouts and acclamations of men, wo- 
men, and children, reſounded from ſeveral parts of 
the town. 


The editor, is not authoriſed to aſert poſitively, 
that theſe demonſtrations of joy, had any refer- 


* The name by which the houſe was diſtinguiſhed, before 


it came into the x1nG's poſſeſſion. 
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ference to the elopement ; but thinks it extreme- 
ly probable, as the populace had. vociferouſly ex- 
preſſed their regret, that the beautiful lady was 
not paired with the handſome gentleman. 


As the outcries of a mob, are ſometimes the 
prelude to other ceremonies, which neither 
M. de Champreaux, or the x1nG, had any incli- 
nation to encounter, they retired within doors ; 
where each upbraided the other, as the cauſe of a 
cataſtrophe, which had expoſed their cowardice, 
and utterly diſconcerted their plan of operations. 
— They united, however, in lamenting that Mrs. 
L e had pocketcd every guinea of the 
plunder ; and, would probably, betray their in- 
tended proceedings to her paramour.—But, theſe 
misfortuncs being irremediable, they ſoon turned 
their thoughts to the ſituation in which they then 
ſtood, with the people of Newport ; and, after 
ſome deliberation, determined to retreat, as ſoon, 
and as /ccre!ly as poſſible, towards London. 
As it was yet many hours, before nine in the eve- 
ning, (the time fixed for their departure,) would 
arrive ; the chevalier propoſed to give the KING a 
few leſſons, in the myſtical art of controlling for- 
tune, inthe games of hazzard, paſs dice, and piquet. 


Nothing could be more judiciouſly adapted, 
| to 
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to reconcile his mind to the preſent derangement 
of his affairs, than engaging his attention to the 
attainment of a qualification, he had long wiſhed 
to poſſeſs, and which, in his hands, would be a 
certain reſource, in the various and ſudden fluc- 
tuations of fortune, to which a life of complicated 
iniquity, is neceſſarily expoſed. | 


A poſt-chaiſe attended them at the appointed 
hour; into which they entered, without any inter- 
ruption, or inſult, from the good people of New- 
port; who, had nothing but a little merriment in 
view, which. the parties themſelves, would as 


freely have indulged, if any other than themſelves, 
had been the ſubject. 


Tre KING'S time, had of late, been ſo taken 
up, between his love affairs, and the buſineſs of 
the new firm, that he felt himſelf more at leiſure, 
on his return to town, than either ſuited the ac- 
tivity of his genius, or the ſtate of his mind : he, 
therefore, deſired M. de Champreaux, to hold 
himſelf in readineſs, to accompany him, at a mo- 
Cc 2 ments 
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ment's notice, on an expedition, which, he hoped, 
would terminate more fortunately than the laſt, 
The chevalier, obſequiouſly aſſented; and, in a few 
days, they were ſet down at the Ship, at Brighton. 


While their dinner was preparing, they recon- 
noitred the coffee -houſes, and raffling ſhops ; took 
a turn on the Steine, and looked into the billiard 
room, at the caſtle. In the evening, they viſited 
the private gaming houſes, and ſurveyed the card 
players at the rooms ; bur, did not appear in theſe 
perambulations, to be at all acquainted. — On 
comparing notes, it appeared that nothing had 
occurred to either, from which any great hopes 
of ſucceſs could be entertained : the preſumption, 
was, indeed, much againſt them; for, they had 
particulaily obſerved, that Rooks were already 


more numerous, 1n the places they viſited, than 
PIGEONS. 


The chevalier, however, had learned from a 
brother 47, that ſnug parties were formed by 
ſome of the members of the Brighton cricket 


club, where ſomething might be done, if they 
could gain admittance. 


The KinG, who fancicd himſelf a wonderful 
cricketter, concluded inſtantly, that his ſkill and 


agility, 
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agility in the uſe of a bat, would he the beſt in. 
troduction imaginable, to their acquaintance ;— 
| that his admittance to their private parties, would 
neceſſarily follow :—and, being once initiated, 
that the privilege of introducing a friend, would 
be a matter of courſe. From theſe premiſes, he 
predicted their triumphal entry into London, 
with the ſpoils of the Brighton cricketters ; whoſe 
rouleaus, bank-notes, and even looſe guineas, were 
already depoſited, by anticipation, in his port- 
manteau. 


He aroſe the next morning with the lark, and, 
though the weather threatened to be unfavourable, 
equipt himſelf for the field. Several ſmart 
ſhowers, however, cauſcd the meeting of the club, 

to be poſtponed, to' the following day. The 
KING-was among the firſt who aſſembled :—as no 
ſettled match was depending, his indicating a diſ- 
poſition to play, was a fort of claim on the po- 
liteneſs of the gentlemen preſent, to admit 
him; and, being unknown, he was invited to 
join them. Before the game was decided, 
many other members of the club, came upon 
the ground. Their eyes were immediately 
directed towards the kid, which he attri- 
buted, in the vanity of his heart, to their ad- 
miration of his extraordinary ſkill, They were 
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ſently joined by the players, on an intimation of 
ſome ſort being given.—The ſuſpenſion of the 
game, placed the x1NG in as aukward and ridicu- 
lous a ſituation, as can well be imagined : for it 
was evident, both to himſelf, and the ſpectators, 
who were very numerous, that he was the ſubject 
of the gentlemens converſation ; and, ſomething - 
extraordinary was expected, on all ſides, to be the 
reſult of their conference. 


. 


The kI xc, being extremely ſolicitous to recog- 
nize ſome one or other of the party, which might 
enable him to gueſs at their motives, and their 
object; his eyes were rivitted to the ſpot where 
they ſtood; and, after ſome time, he diſcovered 
that Mr. Charles W—d—m was among them. 
« A guilty conſcience needs no accuſer. A re- 
cent tranſaction, in which he defrauded a younger 
brother of Mr. Charles W—d—m, of four hun- 
dred pounds, recurred to his recollection ; and, 
put it beyond a doubt, in his mind, that reſtitu- 
tion would now be required ; but the next mi- 
nute relieved him from this apprehenſion. The 
party ſeparated, and the players reſumed their 
batts. Mr. C—l—n, a Suſſex gentleman, (to 
whoſe politeneſs he was indebted for the honour of 
being admitted among them,) beingon the ſame 
fide with the kINc, accoſted him on his return, 

in 
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in a tone and manner, which plainly indicated an 
intention to affront him. The xixG was filent. 
Mr. C—I—n, imputing his philgſophic coolneſs, 
to the dulneſs of his apprehenſion ; expreſſed his 
intentions more plainly, by drawing a piſtol from 
the x1x6G's ſide-pocket; which he unloaded, and 
threw contemptuouſly on the ground. — He was 
ſtill unmoved. . 


No man is at all times alike brave. He had 
obſerved, that he was ſtill the object of general 
notice ; and ſuſpected, that more was intended, 
than he knew. He, therefore, replaced the piſtol 
in his fide pocket, and walked deliberately away, 
without further moleſtation. On his return to 
the Ship, he met a gentleman from London, 
om he engaged to dinner, with a view to con- 
ſult him on the incidents of the morning. 


The circumſtance of the piſtol, had already 
cauſed a rumour at Brighton, that a highwayman 
had been diſcovered on the cricket ground, and 
diſarmed by a member of the Brighton club. 


* The x1nG wore a dagger, likewil, on the oppoſite fide, 
which eſcaped the obſervation of Mr. C—l—n. The cauſe of 


his being thus armed, is ſtated in the hiſtory of his tranſactions 


with Mr. Creagh. Page 50. 


The 
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The Kix, (who had no ſuſpicion that it related 
to himſelf,) replicd to the enquiries of his gueſt, 
concerning the ſubject of the rumour, that it 
might have originated in the detection of ſome 
poor devil of a p:c&-pocket, but there was no high- 
wayman in the caſe. 


The company at dinner, conſiſted only of his 
viütor, himſelf, and M. de Champreaux. The 
occurrences of the morning, having damped his 
own appetite, he betrayed a viſible impatience, 
to have the cloth removed, before his friends had 
half dined. As ſoon as wine, fruit, &c. were in- 
troduced, and the waiter withdrawn, he ſeized 
the firſt moment to impart his grievances ; and, 
concluded his lamentable detail, with requeſting 
the free opinion, and advice of his gueſt,* on the 
whole of his caſe. —The anſwer was brief, but 
explicit. © The inſult,” he ſaid, was too groſs 
te tobe overlooked ; and, if vigorous and ſpirited 
« meaſures were not inſtantly adopted, his for- 
e bearance, under ſuch indignitics, muſt be im- 
ee puted to guilt or cowardice.” | 


* The Editor has been greatly aſſiſted in ſtating the xinG's 
adventures at Brighton, by the minutes of this gentleman, 
which are now in his poſſeſſion, with an atteited ceruficate of 
their authenticity, * 

While 
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While the different methods of executing this 
purpoſe, were under diſcuſſion, the bottle was ſo 
freely circulated, by the chevalier, that the xxo 
was ſufficiently inſpired, in a ſhort time, to fally 
forth in ſearch of Mr. C-l—n; having ſpent 
nearly two hours, in fruitleſs enquiries, and bold- 
ly exhibited himſelf, in almoſt every ftreet in 
Brighton, he returned, with a firm belief, that 
Mr CI -n had concealed, or withdrawn him- 
ſelf, to avoid the tremendous effects of his refent- 
ment! | 

; As ſoon as they had taken coffee, the xt pro- 
poſed an hour's lounge at the play-houſe ; mean- 
ing to conclude his evening at the rooms : for, 
idlers at watering places, are as table to the in- 
truſions of ennui, in the intervals of diſſipation, as 
the votaries of pleaſure in Groſvenor Square, or the 
neighbourhood of St. James's ; to * a va- 
cant Hour, is a ſerious evil. 1 


He had ſcarcely been ſeated five minutes, on 
the front ſeat of the fide box, next the ſtage, when 
a tap on the ſhoulder, with a rattan, turned his- 
eyes on——Mr. C—l—n; who told him, he was 
deputed by the gentlemen. in the oppofite boxes, 
to order him inſtantly to retire. The KIxGH de- 
ſired an explanation, Mr. C- In promiſed 

D d to 
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to explain, but infiſted on his immediate compli- 
ance with the order; and, without further cere- 
mony, puſhed him gently towards the door. A 
cry of * out with him,” procceded from various 
parts of the houſe; and, the performance, dur- 
ing this operation, was ſuſpended. They were 
met 1n the lobby, by ſeveral gentlemen, who were 
in the ſecret, but affected to interpoſe in favour of 
the xIN G; which encouraged him to appoint one 
o'clock the next day, for an enclairciſment at 
the Caſtle. 


The gentleman who accompanied him, fat the 
play out.; and, having no intention to concern 
himſelf further in the KIxG 8 affairs, retired to 
is lodgings. — The KING, however, was, early 
the next morning, at his bed-fide, imploring his 
preſence, and ſupport, at the appointed meeting; 
which he poſitively refuſed, —He was, therefore, 
obliged, though with great reluctance, to bring 
forward the chevalier, whom he wiſhed to have 
kept in-the back ground ; as he did not even yet 
deſpair of ſouching the rouleaus, bank-notes, and 
looſe guineas, of the Brighton club. 


They repai red to the CASTLE, an hour before 
| the appointed time, and, engaged a private room, 
that was ſo ſituated, as to command the entrance 
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to the coffee room; and, enable them to obſerve 
every perſon, who either went in, or came out. 
At the inſtant the clock ſtruck one, Mr. C-l—n, 
accompanied by two gentlemen, paſſed into the 
coffee room; they were immediately followed by 
tu elve, or thirteen others, whom the kNG recol- 
lected to have ſeen, the preceding day, on the 
cricket. ground; among whom were Colonel 
T—Il—n, Lord P bh, Mr. Charles 
W—d—m, two Mr. B-d—hs, &c.—Both the 
KING and his companion, were ſo alarmed by this 
formidable appearance, that neither of them had 
any ſtomach for the conference. They, there- 
fore, ſtole out of the houſe, retired to their lodg- 

ings, and kept cloſe the remainder of the day. 


He again had recourſe to his London friend, 
whom he earneſtly intreated tocall on him ; and, 
after repeated ſolicitations, obtained his promiſe 
to ſee him n the evening. 

* 

As ſoon as he entered the room, the xt de- 
precated all animadverſion on the paſt, and, with 
great humility, requeſted his advice on the mea- 
ſures to be purſued as matters then flood ; declaring 
his fixed reſolution, to follow his ſuggeſtions, 
whatever they might be. It was conſequently re- 
folved, that a letter ſhould be written to Mr. 

Dd 2 C—l—n, 
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C—I—n, © imputing his being ſo numourouſiy 
« attended, on ſuch an occaſion,—to cowardice ;— 
«« demanding a mecting, at an early hour, the 
« next morning, for a proper diſcuſſion, of all 
« matters, between them; and, threatening him 
« with the diſcipline of a horſe-whip, if he 
« failed.” 


The letter was immediately written, and ſent ; 
but, Mr. C—I—-n being from home, no anſwer 
could be obtained. It was near twelve, when the 
meſſenger returned: the gentleman, therefore, 
took his leave for the night ; and, reſted without 
any interruption, from his anxiety, or apprehen- 
ſion, about the conſequences that might enſue. 
Curioſity, however, tempted him in the morn- 
ing, to leave his pillow before his uſual time. 


Though perfectly convinced, that Diſcretion 
et was, (in the x1xNG's opinion,) the beſt-paxt of 
« valour; he was not yet prepared to hear, 
without aſtoniſhment, that he had ordered a poſt- 
chaiſe, at two in the morning, and, with M. de 
Champreaux, ſet off for London. 


The puſillanimity, manifeſted by the x1xc, in 


the occurrences of this expedition, (ill according 
9 with 
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with his boaſted pretenſions to manly proweſs, and 
valourous achievements,) ſuggeſted to the comic 
pencil of Mr. , an emblematic caricature, 
repreſenting Mr. C—l—n, in the act of ſtripping 
an aſs, that had impudently aſſumed a lion's ſkin ; 
the character and ſemblance of his Predatorial 

Þ Majeſty, being ſo admirably expreſſed in the 
countenance of the ſimple animal ; that both his 
features, and the circumſtances of his ſtory, are as 
perfectly remembered at Brighton, as the perſon 
and adventures of the renowned Taylor. 


—__-- 


| As the x1xnc's adventures at Brighton, were 
brought to an abrupt concluſion, by his ſudden, 
and unexpected flight ; the editor thinks it his 
duty, to acquaint his readers with the motives, 
which, at that time, were univerſally underſtood 
to have influenced Mr. C—l—n, and his party, in 
their conduct towards him, as well on the cricket 
ground, as at the play-houſe ; and, to ſtate the 
intended ſequel of theſe diſgraceful incidents, 
which, (though unknown to him, before he 
reached London,} was fruſtrated, by his precipi- 
tate, and well-timed retreat. 


— 


Among the gentlemen, (whoſe appearance on 
| the 
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the cricket ground, was immediately followed by 
2 conference with Mr. C—l—n, and thoſe of the 
club, who were playing with him, —u as Colonel 
TI; the acknowledged protector and cher 
ami of Mrs. R—b—n; u ho recognized, in the 
perſon of the x1, the ſlanderer, and perſecutor, 
of his lovely protege. / 


It was impoſſible, that the particulars of the 
KING's treatment of the Perdita,“ (as above re- 
lated,) could be repreſented to a group of young 
men of faſhion, or to nien, indeed, of any age or 
deſcription, without exciting that deteſtation, 
and contempt, which muſt ever attend the tra- 
ducer, and oppreſſor, of an amiable, accompliſhed, 
and beautiful woman. 


Mr. C—l—n was too young, to have acquired 
ſufficient ſkill in the ſcience of phyſiognomy, to 
read the xIxGs character in the features, and 
lines of his face, though obvious to a proficient 
in the Lavaterian art. Having, therefore, been 
the innocent cauſe of introducing him into the 
party, he was naturally deſirous of atoning for the 
error he had committed, by taking the lead in his 


* Vide, Page 79, to 85. 


expulſion, 
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expulſion, and expreſſing! his abhorrence of the 
wickedneſs, and malignity, of his heart. 


Hence his adroitneſs, in evincing to the Perdita, 
(who was an eye witneſs of his gallantry, in both 
inſtances,) that his compliment to the KING, was 
paid under a total ignorance, both of his real cha- 
racter, and of the baſe, and unmanly treatment, 
ſhe had ſuffered from him. 


Bur, though the poſt of honour was, on this ac- 
count, aſſigned to Mr. C—l—n ; every member 
of the club, was equally ſolicitous, to inflict on 
him ſome ſignal mark of their reſentment, and 
deteſtation of his conduct. For this purpoſe, 

they determined he ſhould” undergo the diſcipline 
| of a KEEL-HALING; for which, preparations were 
immediately made, on board a yatch, pro- 
cured for the occaſion, and ſtationed in full 
view of the Steine. A complete apparatus was 
provided for the operation ; and, a chair placed 
under a canopy, on the quarter-deck, for the Per- 
dita ; who had conſented to preſide at the cere- 
mony. An elegant collation was prepared, on. 
board the yatcht, and, a band of muſicians arrang- 
ed in a boat, at a ſmall diſtance. The office of 
ſeizing the culprit, and conveying him to the 


place of nn, was undertaken by the maſter 
of 
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of a cuſtom-houſe cutter; who diſpoſed a party of 
his men, in ſuch a manner, as to prevent the poſ- 
ſibility of eluding them, if he had not already ef- 
fected his eſcape.—A general curioſity was ex- 
cited, through the town, by ſignificant hints of 
fome grand marine exhibition, being on foot; 
which could not have failed to draw a multitude 
of ſpectators, to the ſcene of action, at the firſt 
ſignal. N N 


The ceremony was fixed for twelve o'clock; on 
the morning of the xINo's departure, from Brigh- 
ton; which vas certainly occaſioned by his ap- 
prehenſions, that Mr. C—l—n would appoint a 
meeting, in compliance with his demand: for his 
vanity, did not allow him to reflect, that, the no- 
toriety of his character, and purſuits, (by diſen- 
titling him to the claims of a gentleman,) would, 
of courſe, protect him from the danger of an ho- 
nourable conflict. Such, indeed, was the pur- 
poſe of a reſolution, unanimouſly agreed to, at a 
conſultation of Mr. C—I--n's friends, concern- 
ing the notice to be taken of the K1xnc's gaſco- 
nade : to which, therefore, no anſwer was re- 
turned. 


The mortification, and diſappointment, occa- 


fioned by the firſt intimation of the x1x6c's flight, 
to 
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to the projectors and promoters of the intended 
exhibition, may be more eaſily imagined than de- 
ſcribed :—and it may naturally be ſuppoſed that 
the Perdita was not without her ſhare of regret: 
buc though ſhe loſt the gratification of a momen- 
tary vengeance, ſhe had the higher, and more 
permanent ſatisfaction of being convinced, that 
his malignant efforts to diſgrace her, had not only 
proved ĩneffectual, but rendered him/elf more odi- 
ous and contemptible in the public eye. 


Tur total failure of his late projects, - the pe- 
culiar mortifications he had encountered in his 
attempts to carry them into execution,—and a 
painful preſage of the probable conſequences of 
his attack upon Mr. B——r, preſſed ſo hard on 
his mind, that he returned to Dean Street, in a 
ſtate of abſolute deſpondency. His finances 
were in no condition to afford him conſolation ; 
nor had he any object before him from which he 
could entertain any reaſonable hope of repairing 
them. The talents, and dexterity, of the cheva- 


lier, might indced be productive, but were not a 
E e reſource 
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reſource to be at all depended on: for the diffi- 
culty of procuring an opportunity of applying 
them, (which he had already experienced) was 
conſiderably increaſed by his recent adventures 
at Brighton and Newport, Some effort, however, 
was immediately neceſſary. An experiment, 
therefore, on a very humble ſcale, was agreed 
upon, as leſs liable to attract notice, or excite in- 
veſtigation, than a plan more fuited to the inſa- 
tiable rapacity of the kxINVx . A dinner was or- 
dered under this idea, at the Brawn's Head, in 
New Bond Street, to which ſeveral of his ju- 
venile clients were invited, with a requeſt that 
each of them would bring a friend. By this me- 
thod a party of ten, excluſive of the K1nG and 
his Operator, partook of the dinner. After a mo- 
derate circulation of the bottle, cards were intro- 
duced, and ſixpenny Vingt- un was played till 
ſupper. The chevalier contrived, at this low 
play, to collect a ſufficient ſum to defray the ex- 
pences of the houſe, and to divide a few guineas 

with the KING. . 


Before they ſeparated, ſome preliminary regula- 
tions for meeting weekly as a club, were ſub- 
ſcribed by the party then preſent ; who mutually 
engaged their utmoſt endeavours to increaſe the 
ſociety as expeditiouſly as poſſible, to fifty mem- 
bers. 

This 
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This matter being ſettled, the xi xd withdrew 
for a few minutes, diſcharged the bill, and or- 
dered dinner to be provided for fifteen, on that 
day ſev'night. He returned, to inform the com- 
pany they had nothing to pay; and having re- 
ceived their complimentary ac know ledgments, 
of his liberality, and politeneſs, took his leave. 


He was ſo well ſatisfied with all the circum- 
ſtances of this experiment, that he determined, 
after a few rebearſals, at the Brawn's bead; to 
form an eſtabliſhment on a larger, and more al- 
luring plan. But having no conception, that any 
man alive could be otherwiſe than perfidious, 
ſelfiſh, and deceitful, like himſelf; he was ex- 
tremely anxious to provide againſt the treachery 
or deſertion of the chevalier, on whom the ſuc- 
ceſs of his operations as ye! depended. He was, 
therefore, particularly attentive to. his perfor- 
mances, and endeavoured, by continual practice, 
to make himſelf maſter of his accompliſhments. 


Io render his ſervices ſtill leſs eſſential to his 


ſucceſs, he made a full diſcloſure of his purpoſe 
and fituation to Mr. D-—-r, the gentleman to 
whom he was indebted, (as before hinted) for 
his literary attainments ;—repreſenting to. him 
the immenſe gain it muſt incvitably produce ; 
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and concluding, with an invitation to take an 
active part in the execution of it. 5 


Mr. Dr was too relaxed both in prin- 


cjiples and practice, to be offended at the propo- 


ſal; and too fond of the pleaſures of diſſipation, 
to prefer the drudgery of an academy, or the pi- 
ous labours of his clerical function, to the galety 
and affluence proffered him by the xing. He, 
therefore, cordially accepted the invitation ; and at 
the ſecond meeting of the club, took his ſeat at the 
card table as a partner, and co-operator with the 
KING, and M. de Champreaux. An Iriſh bar- 
r's acquaintance, vas after- 
wards admitted as a provationer ; and might have 
filled ſome of the chevalier's parts with effect; 
but before the term of |t.is probation expired, a 
miſconception of ſome myſtical intimation, con- 
veyed by the KING, at a critical point of a rubber 
at whilſt ; was ſo harſhly reprehended, as to pro- 
voke a more ſpirited reply, than was conſiſtent 


with the KING'S ideas of aliegiance, and ſubordi- 
nation. An altercation enſued, in which the 


diſputants were ſo unguarded in their expreſſions, 
that a challenge was given, and a meeting ap- 
pointed at ſeven the next morning in Hyde Park. 


Ihe barriſter having no piſtols, it was agreed to 


decide their controverſy with ſwords, The com- 
” A : pany, 
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pany, to the great ſurprize and diſappointment 
of the K1NG, forbore to interpoſe, and even broke 
up without the ſmalleſt effort to effect a recon- 
ciliation. | | 


Among the perſons preſent, was a Mr. Brown,. 
a young officer, in the army, of conſiderable ex- 
pectations, whom the Kx1nG had ſet at variance 
with his family, and plundered of his laſt guinea. 
This gen:leman, notwithſtanding, was ſelected to 
befriend him on the preſent occaſion ; for, though 
implacably vindictive, on the ſlighteſt provoca- 
tion, he never takes into calculation, the effect of 
ſimilar feelings, on thoſe he hath injured ; nor ad- 
mits the moſt atrocious fraud, or outrage, to au- 
thoriſe reſentment, or juſtify retaliation. 


The reader will naturally conclude, that the fa- 
vour he wanted of Mr. Brown, was to accompany 
him, in quality of a ſecond, to Hyde-Paik : but 
the xl Ns Cogitations, are not conjecturable on 
common principles, | 


When the reſt of the company had withdrawn, 
he made a free confeſſion, of his unconquerable 
antipathy to fighting ;—intreated him to give in- 


formation of the appointed meeting ; and to 
| | | Procure 
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procure the timely interpoſition of a magiſ- 
trate. 


The ſuddenneſs of the application, and the ma- 
nifeſt diſtreſs of the x1Nnc, induced Mr. Brown to 
acquieſce, without reflecting, that his own cha- 
racter might ſuffer, by ſuch a proceeding ; which, 
however, occurred to him in due time, to pre- 
vent his expc ſing it to the hazard: but, he had 
no opportunity of communicating his thoughts, 
or intention, to the kNG. The parties, there- 
fore, met: the kix d being attended by the che- 
valier de Champreaux ;—his antagoniſt, by Mr. 
r. | 


The x1xG's eyes, were anxiouſly directed to- 
wards the avenues of the Park ;—butr, alas! no 
magiſtrate appeared. Their agreement, to refer 
their conflict to the ſword, precluded even the 
ſhort reſpite, which the accuſtomed ceremonies of 
the meeting, would have produced, if piſtols had 
been reſorted to. His dependence on Mr. Brown, 
had prevented his committing himſelf to the 
ſeconds, whoſe ſervices he might have commanded. 
— He was ſternly called upon to draw. —Another 
look towards the neareſt entrance of the Park, 
having put an end to his hopes, of being relieved 
by the interference of the civil power, he drew 

his 
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his ſword ; but, inſtead of ruſhing furiouſly on his 
antagoniſt, or, even putting himſelf in a poſture 
of defence, he reſted the point on his foot; diſ- 
claimed having any enmity, or reſentment, to- 


wards him; and, with chrifian-like placability, £ 


propoicd a parley, 


The ſeconds, who, for obvious reaſons, were de- 
firousto reconcile them, enforced the propoſition, 


and, the ſwords of the combatants, were peace- 


ably replaced in their reſpective ſcabbards. 


The neceſſity of facrificing their reſentments, 


to the intereſt of the aſſociation, being unani- 
mouſly admitted; the only point of conſideration, 
that remained, was, to accommodate the de- 
noiment of the meeting, to the delicacy ! and 


credit ! of the parties. Various forms of a report, 


were conſequently ſuggeſted, to whichone or other 
of them objected. 


The kIxc, whoſe arrogance was no longer re- 
preſſed by his fears, would have it repreſented, 
that the reconciliation had taken place, in conſe- 
quence of a wound, received by his opponent, 
in the ſword arm ; and, to countenance this re- 
preſentation, that, he ſhould actually permit an 
inciſion to be made, and wear his arm in a ſling, 

; till 
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till the circumſtances were fully announced. to 
the public, and aſcertained by tbe ſeconds, to the 
members of the club, 


The inſolence of this propoſal, had nearly cauſ- 
ed a new rupture, and rendered a pacification 
impracticable. But the K1xc, (who had ſet his 
heart on the eclat, which ſuch a report of the af- 
fair would give him ;) defired it might be under- 
ſtood, that he had no deſire to ſubject the gentle- 
man to inconvenience, or humiliation, without a 
ſuitable return ; and would, therefore, recompence 
his complaiſance, with ten guineas. 


An intimation, ſo conciliating to a man, who 
was not maſter of a twenticth part of the ſum, was 
not likely to be heard without effect. The 
method was approved, but ſome addition to the 
premium required; to which no objection being 
made, the money was paid, the operation per- 
formed, and all parties apparently ſatisfied. The 
report was prepared, as agreed upon, by Mr. 
D——r, and conſpicuouſly inſerted the next day, 
in ſeveral of the morning prints. 


The habits, purſuits, and adventures of the 
_ KING's life, having given him an aſtoniſhing faci- 
lity in reconciling his mind to diſgrace and 

ignominy; 
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ignominy; he met his party at the Brawn's Head, 
with an air of confidence, and {rinmph,—under cir- 
cumſtances, that would have impelled any other 
man, to baniſh himſelf from ſociety, His anta- 
goniſt, was likewiſe preſent, but ſoon retired ; and 
the buſineſs of the meeting procceded with its 
uſual effect. 


Though the operations of the x1NG, and his con- 
federates, were not ſo abundantly productive as 
they wed, it appears from his minutes of their 
procecdings, that ſeveral hundred pounds had 
been divided, from the gains of a few weeks, with- 
out either high play, or any extraordinary exer- 
tions of ingenuity, | 


The invariable ſucceſs of their maneuvres, at 
the Brawn's Head, evinced to demonſtration, that 
nothing but opportunity was wanting, to the ac- 
cumulation of riches, adequate to his moſt ſan- 
guine expectations; he, therefore, hired a fur- 
niſhed houſe, without further delay, in Albe- 
marle Street, for the reception and entertainment 
of gentlemen, who had more money than wit, and 
were willing to diſpoſe of it in good company. 


Ff As 


AS the Editor's'information, concerning the ſpeculations and 
proceedings at that houſe, are derived ſolely from the x1x6's 
Journal, the Memorandums that follow, are preſented to his 
rcacers, in the words of the Manuſcript. 


Cy 
Ozeber 8, 1783. 


ce Troucn never more entitled, than of late, 
« to the countenance and favor of my damon,— 
« diſappointment, and diſgrace, have reſulted 
« from projects, which nothing but his counter- 

te acting influence could have fruſtrated. _ 


« His caprice hath cauſed frequent, and ſud- 

« den revolutions in my affairs ;—hath forced me 
« to exchange the gratifications of a ſpacious man- 
« ſion, ſplendid equipage, and a ſumptuous table, 
« for the raſcally accommodations of a ſpung- 
« ing-houſe ;—and hath more than once reduced 
« me, from the honourable ſituation of a merchant, 
« to the abject, and deſpiſed condition of an 
« UNCERTIFICATED BANKRUPT,—PBut, to give the 
© pEvIL his due, he hath as ſuddenly enabled me, 
« by ſome happy ſuggeſtion or other, to reſume 
« the appearance of affluence, and, after a ſhort 
« ſuſpenſion, 
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« ſuſpenſion, to renew my accuſtomed depreda- 
« tions. 


* I ſometimes ſuſpect his unaccountable mu- 
* tibility, to be the effect of jealouſy ; for he cer- 
« tainly hath ſeldom met with ſo docile, and ex- 
« pert a pupil.—If he prove propitious, or do 
but ſtand neuire in the buſineſs of my pre- 
« ſent project, I ſhall ſoon ſoar above the reach, 
* or apprehenſion, of bailiffs, thief-takers, or 
trading juſtices, and be able to ſet newſpaper li- 
« bellers at defiance, —purchaſing by a ſeat in 
« parliament.” 


October gth. 


Compleated the arrangement of my plan.— 
Don't think it neceſſary to conſult Dr, or 
the chevalier. — The raſcals hav'n't a guinea, 
but may notwithſtanding have the impudence 
to remonſtrate againſt ſpeculations, that are 
as much above their comprehenſion, as their 


pockets. Both gnineas and adare/s are neceſ- 
ſary to the attainment of great objects. The 


latter, with a little of Jack A—r—n's aſſiſt- 
ance, ſhall, in the preſent caſe, be my concern. 
No man that I know is ſo happily circum- 
ſtanced, or ſo well diſpoſed, to ſtand pimp for 
the houſe as my friend Jack. A ſeraglio for 
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the accommodation of viſitors is a new article 
in the arrangement of a decoy, and mult give 


us a decided advantage over the numerous rook- 
eries about St James's. 


Ober 1 4th. 


Opened my ſcheme to M—r—e Ll—3; ob- 
tained two hundred pounds, on my note at 
ſix months, for two hundred and fifty, — wih 
4 bonus of eig hi per cent, on the profits of the con- 
cern, till the note is paid. An unconſcionable 
dog! — A good bargain, however, upon the 
whole; as he muſt truſt to my honor, — and may 
be made a partner, or proved an accomplice, 
if neceflary. This will operate as a curb, if he 
ſhould run reſtiff. No man of bv/ineſs ſhould 
ſuffer an advantage of this ſort to eſcape him. 


OZFoter 16th. 


Met F—n—k. — Felt a little ſheepiſh.—Soon 
recovered. — Aﬀectcd perfect indifference about 
Mrs. L——e. Diaed cordially with him, at 
the Britiſh Coffee houſe no good comes of 
quarreiling. — Various ſubjects of negotiation. 
were ſtarted. — Mr. F-n—k fancies himſelf an 
an adept in the arts and fineſſe of negotiation. 
Humoured his conceit.—Bamboozled him com- 
pleatly of his coach. — Made ſome progreſs in a 
treaty .for his horſcs, — He muſt be more cun- 

= 
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ning than I take him to be if he retain even the 
harneſs. We are to meet again; poſſibly in 
Albemarle ſtreet, I may there have an oppor- 
tunity of revenging the trick he played me at 
Newport Pagnell; for, thank my demon, I am 
never affected in reality, with the weakneſs of 
placability. — Curſe on the fickleneſs and folly 
of women! Mrs, c, of all women upon 
earth, would have but no matter; I have 
great confidence in A s ability, to ſup- 
ply the female department of the eſtabliſhment. 


F—n—k's coach is a grand acquiſition ; — but 
the horſes muſt be had. He made free with 
my filly ; and reprizal is no robbery. 


CY 


October 19th. 


Subſcribed for an Opera box. —Engaged lips 
at Drury lane, and Covent garden, till parlia- 
ment adjourns. Informed the party of my' pro- 
ceedings.— They ſtared at each other; — looked 
curious, —but aſked no queſtions. — Could not 
divine, how the Opera or Play houſe could pro- 
mote the purpoſes of Albemarle ſtreet; — no 


great harm in that; my dependance 1s not on 
their noddles, 


Oc/ober 
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O7Fober 20th. 


Preparations go ſwimmingly on. — The EO 
table is arri ved; Cards are prepared for Whiſt 
and Faro: the dexterity of Champreaux is a- 
ſtoniſhing! — no mortal can diſcern in twelve 
bundles, that a ſingle pack has been opened! 
his dependence notwithſtanding is on the ex- 
quiſite properties of his dice. He views them 
with the extacy of a miſer contemplating his 
hoard ; and expatiates with enthuſiaſm on the cer- 
zainly of their effect; — but doesn't drop a hint 
how he gets *em.—The ſecret gives him con- 
ſequence, — may induce liberties, — and oblige 
me at all events to retain him. — Reſerve bor- 
ders on rebellion ; — I muſt bring his allegi- 
ance to a teſt, 


My ſcheme has got wind ; — is well thought 
of by the knowing oncs. Two capital performers 
have tendered their ſervices; — would come 
down handſomely to be let in. | 


Ockober 23d. 


Received an application from Lord F—-d—g, 
to raiſe him eight hundred pounds. Engaged 
to procure it in five days the buſineſs to be 
concluded in Albemarle Street; — dines with me 


on the occaſion. Had a long confab with his 
lordſhip 
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| lordſhip ; — talked moſt on politics: he is ſen- 
ſible, — but too young to reſiſt the united al- 
lurements of wine, women, and PLay.—Will cut 
up well, if A n and the chevalier be alert. 


October 26th, 


A letter from Major G=-d—r, announces 


an intended viſit from the celebrated Lady 
9 


to her Ladyſhip, as a favour to himſelf. 


I will certainly oblige the Major, — F her af- 
fairs are worth attending to. — She has an ali- 
mony, he ſays, of ſix hundred pounds a year. — 
An alimony has, I belicve, ſome relation to 
crim con.—and is a ſort of novelty in my negotia- 
tions. — No offer to accommodate ladies, poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch a commodity, has ever yet appear- 
ed in a money-lender's advertiſement. — Ap- 


pointed to-morrow, to receive the honour of her 


lady ſnhip's commands. 


: October 27th. 


Lady *******#** was punctual to my appoint- 


ment. — Though paſt forty, a conſiderable ſhare 
of the extraordinary beauty of her youth, has 
eſcaped the ravages of time, and withſtood the 

blights 


2 


n 


— requeſts my interpoſition in her 
affairs.— Will conſider any ſervice, or civility 
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blights of a diſſolute and profligate liſe. She 
was at firſt confuſed ; — communicated her caſe 
in ſhort hints, and broken ſentences. — Remit- 
tances delayed ; — importunitics, and inſolcnce, 
of her trades folk; — was deſtitute of credit ;— 
her Sedan taken in execution, by a dirty offi- 
cer of the Court of Conſcience ; — menaced 
with other executions, from the ſame court ;— 
her jewels, wardrobe, trinkets ! — She 
was too much agitated to proceed : — communi- 
cated what ſne further would have faid, through 
the ſoftening eloquence cf a ſuppliant look.— 


The intereſt a man of gallantry naturally takes, 
in the concerns of diſtreſſed beauty, gave an cx- 
preſſion to my countenance, that prepoſſeſſed her 
ladyſhip in my favour; and convinced her, that 
Major G—d--r had not impreſſed her with too 
high an opinion of the 7enderneſs, and generoſity, 
of my diſpoſition. She liſtened to my aſſur- 
ances of being devoted to her ſervice, with fo 
much condeſceniion and complacency, that I 
could not for the ſoul of me forbear hinting, — 
what in all appearance might have been directly 
intimated without offending the dignity, or, diſ- 
treſſing the delicacy of Lady $$3******, 


Having made me acquainted with her ſitua- 
tion, and being ſatisfied from my aſſurances 
that 
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that her embarraſsments would immediately be 
removed ; ſhe gave me her card, engaged me to 
| breakfaſt the next day, and took leave :—thus end- 
ed the buſineſs of our firſt interview. 


Oclober 28th. 


Waited on Lady *******+** at her lodgings in 
Piccadilly.—She received me graciouſly -was 
all gaiety and good humour, I congratulated her 
on the wonderful acceſſion her beauty had receiv- 
ed from the recovery of her ſpirits. The im- 
provement ſhe ſaid was owing to myſelf ;—my 
Iiberal, and tender attention was the cordial that 
revived her.—She was certainly the beſt judge of 
her own feelings. Nothing occurred to my re- 
collection that I had either ſaid or done to pro- 
duce ſuch a change but *twas not my buſineſs 
to diſpute the point with her ladyſhip, or to ſet 
bounds to her gralitude: my virtue is neither 
formed on the principles of Scipio or Fo/eph. 


Our converſation was ſo intereſting, that many 
hours pafſed, without my once thinking of Al- 
bemarle ſtreet :—had an appointment with A—r- 
n at one,—didn't recolle& it till three. Roſe 
haſtily and was going: Lady e ſtarted, 
—aſked if I were tired of her already: Held me 
by the arm,—betrayed ſtrong ſymptoms of cha- 

Gg grin 


grin. A few tender proteſtations,—an aſſurance 
of indiſpenſible buſineſs, Hand a poſitive promiſe 
to return to dinner, conſoled her ladyſhip,—and 
procured my releaſe. 


A r -n had been more than two hours in 
waiting. -Was much inclined to be ſullen.—flat- 
{cred him into good humour. No flattery is too 
groſs for the puppy's vanity. Strolled with him 
to the Cannon Coffee houſe, by way of recon- 
noitring.—Jack is endowed with the happy fa- 
culty of diſtinguiſhing a FLAT at ſight ; and ap- 
plies it with a promptneſs and dexterity almoſt 
equal to the chevalier ; whole talents, (if he had 
any honor) would be ineſtimable : but the beſt 
bidder is ſure of him no A than till a better 
offers. Sat with A- n till ſix; nothing 
like a pigeon appeared. —Adviſed him to dine at 
the Cannon ;—defired to be ſent for if any thing 
ſhould turn up.—Pleaded my engagement, and 
hopped off, 


S For; when a Lady's in the caſe, 

& All other things, of courſe, give place.” 
The dowager received me with open arms. 
How fortunate to poſſeſs the enviable power of 
inſpiring love at firſt ſight !—it will fave a deal 
of trouble in the execution of my deſign upon 
her—4Alimony,—We dined 7ete a lee. —Her lady- 


ſhip 
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ſhip is no green-horn. She was full of anecdote, 
and not being /queamifſhly delicate, was highly 
entertaining. We were inſenſible to the flight 
of time: at twoo' clock the watchman announced, 
a rainy morning. Would have taken leave ;— 
ſhe inſiſted it was too ſoon, or too late to part ;— 
objected the weather ;—/ooked more than ſhe ex- 
preſſed. 


It isn't in my nature to reſiſt the blandiſh- 
ments of a handſome wo I 
though approaching her graqg,climacteric, is in- 
dubitably handſome : her ni too: I ſub- 
mitted with the beſt grace imaginable. 


October 29th, 


We are certainly ſmoked ; — the old fader“ 
looked impertinent ;—tſhew'd half a mind to ac- 
coſt me as I came out. Met the GREEESs in Al- 
bemarle Street: — two damſels introduced by 
A n, for inſpection, were of the party: 
think them but ſo ſo. Dr has picked up a 
daſhing young midſhipman, nephew to Admiral 
Affleck ; will have a large fortune at the death 
of his father, a Northamptonſhire parſon :—he 
dines at the Decoy :—l1 ſhall look in of courſe in 


the evening, 


* Her ladyſhip's landlord. 
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Proceeded to Dean Street, informed Deborah 
of my new conqueſt, reconciled her to a tempo- 
rary reſignation of her conjugal rights, in favour 
of the Dowager.— Deborah is the moſt conde- 
ſcending wife alive. Lady *#******* will be de- 
lighted with this arrangement ; for her ladyſhip 
is too warm, and too 2: 3 a voluptuary, to 
be ſatisfied with the m9zety of a man. 


Received notice of trial, in B—c—r's action, 


for a malicious arreſt. —My puthing that matter, 


was certainly a grand f. pad. Even Priddle 
gives me no hopes ; © I hav'nt, (he ſays,) a leg to 
« ſtand upon, and God knows what may be the 
tt conſequence of a verdict.” This may be a 
fetch, to enhance the merit, if not the value, of his 


«ſervices ; but, whether fo or not, this confounded 
notice has unnerved me; and, relaxation of any 
ſort, won't forward my ſpeculations on the 


Counteſs. 


Odloler goth. 
Dined and took coffee with Lady , 
went to Albemarle Street at eleven. — The Greeks 


were at work on the young tar. My appearance 
was well timed ;—his ſcore already amounted to 
ninety pounds; — my entrance ſuſpended their 
operations ;—a ſettlement, of courſe, became ne- 

ceſlary 
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ceſſary ;—he had no money ;—offered his note at 
a month ;—the winners heſitated ;—I reproved 
their indelicacy ;— gave him a cheque for the 
amount, and took his note, payable 15 the order of 
Maurice Lloyd. He wiſhed to retrieve his loſs ;— 
lent him another cheque for fifty ;—waited till its 
fate was decided ;—intreated him not to purſue ill 
fortune :—my liberality had given me influence. — 
he left off, and we retired together.—Returned to 
Lady #*** #**#*#* before twel dre 


If I had a ſpark of vanity in my compoſition, 
Lady ******#**# flattery and fondneſs, would over- 
ſet my judgment but my mind is, (thank Hea- 
ven,) ſuperiour to the weakneſs of valuing 
myſelf on perſonal beauty; my glaſs would 


otherwiſe have deranged my intellects long 
ago. 


October 31h. 

The good humour which naturally flowed from 
the conciliating incidents of the night, diveſted 
Lady ****#***#*# of reſerve, and induced a con- 
verſation at breakfaſt, in which the expreſſed her- 
ſelf, with more freedom, concerning her ſenti- 
ments, and ſituation, than I had yet obſerved. 

She 
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She told me, with a nonchalance, which nothing 
but the habits of gay life could have produced, 
that ſhe has a ſnug cottage at Fulmer Heath, in- 
violably conſecrated to the orgies of love ;—that 
Major C—r—t, who, for ſome months, had been 
chief performer in the rites and ceremonies of that 
place, was ſtill there ; but, orders for his imme- 
diate removal, ſhould be diſpatched, and his 
office be conſigned, in a few days, to my adminiſ- 
tration. : 


B r's affair inceſſantly haunts my imagina- 
tion, and drives every pleaſing reflection from my 
mind. Would to God I were well rid of it !— 
But ſome curſed thing or other, has always cloud- 
ed my proſpects, and interrupted my enjoyments. 
Il have ſometimes been ſo harraſſed with ſubjects 
of dolciul preſage, as to entertain a queſtion, whe- 
ther honeſty, (in /ome degree, ) be not the beſt po- 


licy; though the practice of more than twenty 


years of my life, hath uniformly favoured the ne- 
gative. But thanks to the facility of my conſci- 
ence, a trifling improvement in my ſpirits, or 
circumſtances, hath always been ſufficient to re- 
ſtore me to my ſenſes, and, of courſe, to diſſipate 
the deluſions of moral meditation. 


« The 


( 241 }) 


The Devil was ſick, 

* The Devil a Monk would be ; 
„ The Devil was well, 

„The Devil a Monk was he. : 


Entertained S tz, and Lord F—-d—yg, at the 
Decor ;—his lordſhip came early. My young 
clients, are, to a man, punctual in their appoint- 
ments to receive money : if their recollection 
ſerved them as faithfully in their engagements to 
pay, the buſineſs of a money-lender, would be 
more lucrative, than the office of prime miniſter : 
—he propoſed ſettling before dinner ;—I apolo- 
gized for the tardineſs of my ſolicitor, —aſſured 
him his buſineſs ſhould be done in the courſe of the 
evening ;—and never made a promiſe with a more 
ſincere attention to perform. Perkins* furniſhed 
dinner and wine; WeLTjr the deſſert. 


Men whoſe want of verſatality confines 
their ideas to one object, will naturally ex- 
cel in the purſuit of it. The chevalier, who 1s 
ever on the watch for an opportunity of exerciſ- 
ing his dexterity, and never ſuffers an incident, 
conducive to the introduction of play, to eſcape 


* Maſter of the Brawn's Head, in New Bond Street, 


+ Confectioner to the Prince of Wales. 
him; 
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him; gave an inſtance of his addreſs on the preſent 
occaſion. —T wo maggots made a orie froma plateof 
berts.—He inſtantly ſet them in order for a race, 
and propoſed a bet, (which Dr accepted, ) on 
naming the winner. The lure ſucceeded. — 
Other maggots were procured, and a ſpirit of 
adventure being excited, the whole party was 
ſoon engaged in a ſweepſtakes. 


Nothing was more eaſy than a tranſition from 
this puerile ſport to a game, leſs uncertain ; and 
more convertible to the good of the houſe. 
 Whiſt, Hazard, and Vingt Un were mentioned. 
The gravity of Lord F- g decided for whiſt, 
to the great diſappointment both of Champreaux 
and myſelf ;—who love diſpatch, and have always 
depended on doing a great deal in a little time. 
Lord F g declined after the ſecond rubber; 
didn't loſe enough to pay for the dinner! He re- 
mained near the card table,—and obſerved the 
players with an attention more expreſſive of 

ſuſpicion, than curioſity. 


\ 


S betted freely,—was ſoon in for a hun- 
dred.No rouleaus or guineas appearing ;—and 
ſtronger indications of not liking the party being 
viſible in Lord F-d—g's countenance, I pleaded 


buſineſs with his lordſhip, and cut. 
The 
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The young FLaT handed me an I. O. U. for 
the hundred—defired I would ſettle his loſſes, 
and took leave. 


Lord F. is too obſervant to be a viſitor for our 
purpoſe :—and, (I ſuſpect,) roo petulant, and 
punctilious, to be worth much as a client.—He 
gave himſelf many lordly airs at my diſappoint- 
ing him; and, wasn't ſatisfied with al/ I could 
fay :—but a very little intercourſe with money 
lenders, will cure his impatience, reconcile delay, 
and familiarize him to diſappointment. 
Took him to ſup with the Counteſs: Lady ***** 
e was highly gratified, —his lordſhip perſectly 
at home ;—forgot his difappointment,—recover- 
ed his good humour, and, at parting, reſtorcd me 
to the honour of being his /7e5 bon ami. 


Accompanied him for appearance ſake, to the 
end of Bond Street. Returned immediately.— 
Lady ****#**** had been alarmed at my going 
out ;—was charmed with the delicacy of my pre- 
caution ;—almot ſmothered me with her exta- 
cies— Her conduct is ſtrangely influenced, ei- 


ther by habit or conſtitution :—though impelled 


towards me by a paſſion, as violent, and irreſiſti- 
ble, as that of the moſt ſalacious heroine in the 
modern records of crim. con.—l caught her twenty 
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times looking laſciviouſly at me with one eye,— 
and ogling Lord F=-d—g with the other. 


The Turks are, of all nations upon earth, the 
moſt judicious in their management, and eſtima- 
tion, of women ; who are clearly of no uſe or va- 
luc in the creation, but to give pleaſure, or to 
bring proſit to their maſters. My reflections on 
this ſuhject, muſt be adjourned;—a courteſy from 

the fil de chambre, announces that Lady. 


is undreſſed, and expects me. 


8 OFober 3 17 - 

A viſit from Lady eg Jandlord, diſcon- 
certed our breakfaſt :—he came, forſooth, to re- 
monſtrate againſt the libertics ſhe allowed me ; 
and, to inſiſt on her vacating his lodgings imme- 
diatcly.—My interference produced illucidations, 
that might have weakened, or diſſolved a connec- 
ticn, between perſons, whoſe principles were leſs 
liberal, or leſs congenial, than ours. He reminded 
Lady *******#* that the terms of their agree- 
ment, precluded the nocturnal {a1;ons of any 
other than Major C-b—t,—ard Johnſon, the life- 
guards-man, who might paſs very well for a gen- 
tleman, as he never came in his uniform. The vi- 
olation of her agreement, (he ſaid,) for a man 
like me, would diſcredit his lodgings, and, per- 

| haps, 
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haps, bring the pariſh upon his back, for kcep- 
ing a diforderly houſe. My interrupting him at 
the concluſion of this ſpeech, turned the torrent 
of his volubility upon me. He was a member, 
he ſaid, of the ſociety for the protection of trade; 
had proofs of what he ſaid, —aad, if he caught 
me there again, would introduce me, in my true 
character, to the magiſtrates of Bow Street. He 
mentioned ſeveral particulars, that convinced me, 
I ſhould get nothing by the altercation : I ret d, 
therefore, to prevent further diſcoveries, into the 
next room, and left him to her ladythip's ma- 


nagement. 


The lower orders of London tradeſmen, are 
the moſt obdurate brutes alive, —Lady ***#***### 
could make no impreſſion ;—not even for the 
indulgence of another day,—but, on the inſolent 
condition, of my mediate departure :—the cir- 
cumſtances of the moment enforced ſubmiſſion, — 
Demon of vengeance aſſiſt me! 


The Dowager followed me to Albemarle Street. 
—Propoled our retiring for the preſent, to Ful- 
mer Heath. My aſſent, though incompatible 
with my affairs in town, being unavoidable, anc- 
ther meſſage was ſent, to haſten Major C—b—:r's 


removal from the cot:age. 
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The poor Major will think J am deſtined to 
fruſtrate his amorous ſpeculations. This is the 
ſecond proof he has received in a fed months, of 
the inſinite ſuperioriiy of :ny attractions.“ 


\ 


A te d {die with an o'd woman, twenty miles 
from London, in the gloomy month of Novem- 
ber! is an engagement, after all, of no great ex- 
pectation. Yet, if left to her meditations, the 


ALIMONY may flip through my fingers :—the Ma- 


* Mxzjor C—b—t, who had long been a favoured admirer 
of Mrs. IL. ce, had lorfeited the enviable privileges of his 
ſituation, but a few days, when the x1NG became acquainted 
with that lady; who, perceiving his exceſhve vanity, flattered 
him into a belief, that her paſſion for him had induced her to 
diſcord te Major. — The fact, however, was as follows : A 
violent friendſhip, had for ſome time, ſubſiſted between Lady 
%£##*##*#*%* and Mrs. L—-——ce: they lived together in one 


.. houſe ;—united in the expences of their equipage, and table; 


were inſeparable in their amuſements, and purſuits ,—and 
ſeemed in all things, to be actuated by one foul. But this har- 
mony of tate, which conduced to their convenience, and plea- 
ſure, in ordinary matters, unfortunately impreſſed Lady ****- 
**#** ͤ with the ſame ſentiments, and inclinations for Major 
bet, that were entertained by her friend. They conſe- 
quently diſagreed, and a ſeparation enſued.— Lady * Rn 
had the addreſs to prevail on the Major, to eſcort her to Ful- 

er Heath: and, being too licentious in her amorous propen- 


ſiries, to regard the laws of friendſhip, retained him from that 


time, in quality of her chorge os es. 9 80 
Jer 8 


(.-1247--] 


jor's adventure is a proof in point ;—for hat muſt 
clearly have been his object. 


Called on Schutz at the Lothian Hotel; ex- 
changed his I. O. U. for a note at two months. 


Called the party together bought their ſhares 
out and out for thirteen guineas. 


No buſineſs ſtirring in Dean ſtreet ;—falarics 
and law charges going on notwithſtanding :—left 
twenty pounds with Drage for ſtamps, and a 
week's advance to the gentlemen of the office: 
gave Deborah two guineas for family expences, 
with a ſtrong recommendation of frugality. That 
vixen Mrs. Sangfter plagues me everlaſlingly for 
money, though the children are off her hands. 
Has called twice at the office this morning ;— 
ſays ſhe is half ſtarved ;—better ſhe were quite 
ſo. | 

| November 1ft. 

Held a converſation with Robinſon, and my At- 
torney-general, preparatory to B—c=—r's trial. 
All the clerks attended ;—rehearſe] their parts 
very decently but did not forget their croſs 
examination by Mr. Peckham in C/emſon's caſe. 
D—x—n and W te, though perfectly diſ:oſed to 
be ſtaunch, were ſtaggered by ſeveral queſtions 
propoſed by their tutor, in the aſſumed character 


of 
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of Mr. Peckham, who I underſiand has a brief 
againſt me; they mutt rehearſe daily tiil the 
trial.—lf it be in man to diveſt them of their pu- 
ſillanimous dread of the pillory my Attorney-ge- 
neral will do it. He qualified me in three leſ- 
ſons to encounter the impudence of Serjeant Davy, 
the ſubtilty of little Danning, and even to elude 
the penctrative ſagacity of Lo No MaNsriELD. 


A man may ſwear indeed almoſt any thing in 

a court of law, without much hazard; for the im 
pediments to conviction are ſo numerous, that an 
Old Bailey ſolicitor, of any practice, will en- 
gage not only to obtain the acquittal of a defen- 
dant in a charge of perjury ; but in nine of ſuch 
caſes out of ten, to turn the tables on the proſe- 
cutor ; and give him a chance at leaſt, to be exhi- 
bited in a wooden cravat for his impertinence. 
Several unſucceſsful attempts to convict me of 
perjury have been revenyed in this way ; and 
though my adverſarics on theſe occaſions have 
eſcaped ; my counter indictment, hath in every in- 
ftance, perplexed the caſe, and left the publid in 
doubt whetherproſecutor ordefendant was theguil- 
ty perſon. My blockheads know this, but arenotwith- 
ſtanding, as much afraid of the pillory, as if they had 
no: been a week in the office, Concluded finally 
that 


5 


that anew face or tevo will be neceſſary on the trial : 
gave eight guineas to my Attorney-general 
for that purpoſe; — The old Fox never ſtirs in 
any matter of extra coſts, without the ready :— 
The chink of the guineas brightened his counte- 
nance, and wonderfully improved his opinion of 
the caſe :—will attend me this evening, to pre- 
pare the briefs, and compleat the evidence. - 


My accuſtomed confidence in his ſkill, and ex- 
ertions, fails me unaccountably on the preſent 
occaſion. Yet, 'tis impoſſible, but the holder of 
a note, however obtained, muſt be competent to 


ſue ; there conſequently can be nothing to appre- 


hend on the ſcore of damages; and I ſhall laugh, 
perhaps, to morrow, at the ſuperſtitious fears, or 
fancies, of to-day. 


« If this unreſerved avowal of my thoughts and 
tt actions, ever mect any other eye than my own, 
« jt will, probably, be imputcd to madneſs or folly. 
« It is, notwithſtanding, a meaſure of conſum- 
“ mate prudence and wiſdom ; for, havingnever 
te poſleſſed the qualities and diſpoſitions eflential 
to triendſhip, or even cordial intercourſe ;—I 
te have no confidential communications: and to 
« this I am probably indebted for the length and 
« proſperity of my rein. My journal, therefore, 
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te is to me as a confident :—it enables me to diſcloſe 
« myſelf, without hazard of being betrayed ; and 
« to rehearſe my exploits, without incurring dan- 
« ger, or expoſing myſelf to diſgrace. My fre- 
« quent perplexities, my vanity, or the exulta- 
te tions of ſucceſs would otherwiſe irre//ibly im- 
« pel me, (as M1pas was impelled to diſcover he 
« had aſs's cars,) to be more communicative, 
« than might accord with my intereſt, or be con- 
« ſiſtent with my perſonal ſafety.” 


M y ATToRxty GENERAL has recovered his 
conſequence, and is again my magnus Apollo !— 
he introduced two witneſſes, who prove inconteſ- 
tibly, that Bcr received the full amount of 
his note, in net guincas. They were fo clear, po- 
ſitive, and circumſtantial, that I actually be- 
lieved, for a moment, J had committed the folly 
they deſcribed. Neither of them is yet twenty 
years of age. They baffled every effort of their 
preceptor to lead them from the point. Bleſſings 
attend them I am no longer harraned with 
doubts, apprehenſion, or anxicty. 


A note 
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A note from the dowager informs me Major 
C. t is arrived in town ;—defires we may ſet 
off for the Cottage to-morrow at twelve; and 
leaves the neceſſary preparations for the journey 
to me; taking it, I ſuppoſe for granted, that I 
am really as much at her devotion as my ſimula- 
tion, and her own vanity, have taught her to ima- 
gine.— The inducements mult be ſtrong indeed 
that tie me to the apron ſtrings of any tampant 
old dowager in Chriſtendom. —Trifling conceſ- 


ſions mult however be made till the alimony is 
ſecured :—but Lady **#****** exacts more at- 


tention, and ſtricter punctuality, than ſuits either 
my habits, my convenience, or my inclination. 
I am too ſenſible of my conſequence with the 
ſex to be the ſlave of any woman, or to ſuffer the 
prerogative of my perſonal perfections to be in- 


fringed. 


The arrangement of operations during my ab- 
ſence, will require my attendance for a day or 


two at leaſt in Albemarle ſtreet; for my GREEK 


aſlociates, though clever enough in heir way, are 
mere Execulioners. They have no mental re- 
ſources that would procure them a dinner, —be- 
yond ſheeps trotters, or alamode beef. Even 
Jack A——r n, (excepting in the buſineſs of 
a female menagerie, or the raſcally practices of a 
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petty fogging attorney, ) is as arrant a dolt as any 
of them : he is attentive, indeed, to my directi- 
ons, and treaſures up every ſcrap of my written 
documents, that falls in his way ; and, (to do 
him juſtice,) purſues them with critical exatneſs. 
Bur this proves he has no judgment,—no ideas of 
his own, but on the ſubjects excepted : for the 
bt theoretical inſtructions, are improveable in 
practice; particularly thoſe which relate to the 
plans and manoeuvres of GREEKS : and no man of 
genius, or diſcernment, is able, in ſuch caſes, to 
refrain from necefſary deviations. My immedi- 
ate inſpection, therefore, is ſo eſſential :o the ſuc- 
ceſs, and credit of my plan, that I ſhall leave town 
with ſolicitude and reluctance. 


Met Lady *** *****# ar Betty's, in St. James's 
Street. — She graciouſly conſents to poſtpone 
our r2moval to Fulmer Health for a few days. 


N. B. The opera opens on Saturday.—lI ſhall g 
unattended. —Muſt not be ſeen in public with 
the GREEKS of my own ſquad. F Lady *****##** 
has any creditable connections, a female party 
may rather promote, than prejudice my purpole ; 
—at all events, it muſt be a female patty, or 
none. 


The 
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The crrrks won't like being excluded; but 
the /c volo, „ic jubeo, are the only reaſons I conde- 
ſcend to give on ſuch occaſions to my ſubalterns. 
A——r——n's corps affords ample proviſion for 
the play-bor;ſe detachment ; but the Opera, which 
ſhall be my province, muſt be ſupplied with de- 
mireps of quality, or at leaſt of ſufficient faſhion 
to atjraf, without diſcrediting my box. The 
ſubjc& ſhall immediately be hinted to her lady- 
ſhip; and a hint will, in my opinion, be ſuffici- 
ent. Sat verbum ſapicnii. 


If this plan had occurred to my imagination, 
in the meridian of my fame and fortune, my cli- 
ents alone would have crouded my pecor ; and 
I might now have emulated in wealth the 
Lydian KING :*—for, having no rival in the eſſen- 
tial ſcience of ways and means, my hours of buſi- 
neſs were inceſſantly occupied by the votaries of 
pleaſure or play; who recompenced my ſervices, 
by yielding to my moſt exorbitant demands. 


But alas! “ There is a ide in the affairs of 
men,“ as evident in the ſucceſſive fluctuations of 
my fortune, as in the ebbs and flowings of the 
fea: and luch has been my ill fate, or improvi- 
dence, that whatever I have gaincd in the flood, 
hath invaiiably been loſt in the reflux. 


* Craſus, 
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| Node Aer 47 b, 


I; Ay predictions are commonly verified by 
events. Maſter In k's horſes have at laſt 
found their way into my ſtable. His coach is al- 
ready decorated with Lady **#********, arms 
and coronet :—will come out ſpick and ſpan at 
our return. il have ordered a ready furniſhed 
houſe to be hired with all poſſible expedition. — 
Nothing is ſo irreſiſtible to a woman, as attention. 
If her lad; ſhip has go previous intimation of my 
intended compliment, the ſurpriſe will give a 
double cect to my /ecming gallantry : for ſhe 
never can ſuſpect, that an equipage ſo apparently 
her own, is devoted to any object of ſpeculation, 
but herſelf.— A carriage is certainly an indiſpen- 
ſable appendage to a ſtiliſh plan of depredation ; 
and, inthe preſent {tate of my finances, is a fortu- 
nate acquiſition.— y faving me two hundred 
guincas, and, giving me the ſatisfaction of gul- 
ling F—-n—k ; it ferves both my convenience, 
and my revenge. 

Accom- 
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November 6th. 


Accompanicd Lady ********* tg the Opera.— 
Met Mr. C—-c—l in the lobby ;—had purveyed 
for him on many occaſions in my way ; no man 
ever ſubmitted to a copious bleeding, with a bet- 
ter grace, than Mr. C-c—1.—Prefled him to ac- 


cept a ſeat in my box: he was then engaged, but 
promiſed to juin us. 


This ungvarded intimation, that I poſſeſſed a 
box, was too intereſting a diſcovery, to paſs un- 
heeded by Lady ********* .__her ladyſnip was 
charmed ; nothing could more perfectly have 
ſuited her taſte Mr. C—c-—1 joined us after 
the firſt dance. He leaves town to-morrow, to 
attend Lord Er, who is dangerouſly ill :;— 
will renew our acquaintance at his return, God 
grant I may hail him Earl of E——-r ! 


Gave final inſtructions in Albemarle Street. 
Left poſitive orders that my opera-ticket be uſed 
with diſcretion;—and that none of A r n's 


nymphs, be ſuffered, on any account, to enter the 
box. 


The 
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THE incidents recorded in many ſucceeding pages of the 
1's journal, being too complicated, to admit a ft1it adher- 
clice to the form in which they appear in the original manu- 
{cript, the editor is ob'iged to uſe the liberty he reſerved, (in the 
commencement of theſe Memoirs,) of communicating them, 


when neceſſary, in the more collected and perſpicuous form of 
à narrative, 


November Sth. 


N O further delay being neceſſary, the lovers 
were conveyed, in a poſt-chaiſe and four, to 
Fulmer Heaih: they were received by two 
beautiful children, the offspring of Lady 
nns amour with Major G———r; who 
were brought from their reſpective ſchools, to 
be preſented io the KING, as the ſucceſſor of 
Major C—b—:t, whom they had been taught to 
regard as their ſtep-father ;—a relationſhip, which 
they were now to!d was transferred to his preda- 
torial Majefly. The boy was in his twelfth, — the 
young lady in her cleventh year. — Their youth 
and innocence, kappily preſerved them from the 
horr:d reſlections, which the ſhameleſs profligacy 


of 
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of their mother, muſt have ſince excited. Yet, 
their puerile inquiſitiveneſs, concerning the revo- 
lution that had taken place in the family, cauſed 
much embarraſsment, both to the xix d and Lady 
eee, whom they peſtered with endleſs 
queſtions, concerning the numerous ſtep-fathers, 
ſucceſſively introduced to them by their mother ; 
—expreſſing particular concern, that Major 
C—b—t had been naughty,—and ſoliciting the 
KING to intercede with Lady ********* to-forgive 
him. 


The firſt object of the kixd's ſolicitude, on his 
arrival at the cottage, was a ſurvey of the, premi- 


ſes, in order to a valuation of the moveables they 
contained. 


Lady *#***#***+ was equally aſſiduous in arrang- 
ing the various incentives to badinage — and 
other ſuitable appendages of a ſmall apartment, 
appropriated to the voluptuous rites of Venus; on 
whoſe altar, no mortal ever ſacrificed, with more 
ardency, and devotion, than Lady . 
They conſiſted of a few pieces of ſculpture, repre- 
ſenting the amourous exploits of Jupiter; the 
humours of a ſeraglio, exquifitely deſcribed, in two 
paintings, by Louis Demere ; preſented to her 
ladyſhip, by the gallant Lord Sh—d—m : twelve 
drawings, 


E 


drawings, highly finiſhed, from the moſt laſcivi. 
ous ſcenes of the Woman of Pleaſure ;—an elegant 
copy of that intere//ing memoir, enriched with 
marginal notes, and obſervations, from the illu- 
minative pen of Sir Richard m- ns; - Rocheſ- 
ter's, and Philips's Poems; — Mrs. Behn's No- 
vels ;—and the Correſpondence of Lady Percy, 
with Lady Sarah Bunbury, by Treſſag de Verge. 
— Nor was the uſeſul part of the furniture, leſs 
conducive to voluptuous gratification, thin the 
ornamental. It conſiſted of a ſopha, two chairs, 
and a ſmall table, eppropriately confirufted ; the 
ſeveral pieces being ſo contrived, as by one or 
other of them, to enable the parties ina te d tele, 
to realize any of the ſcenes that were there pre- 
ſented to their contemplation. —The mechaniſm 
of the chairs and table, was the invention and 
workmanſhip of McaLity ; and had been exhibi- 
ted, in ſimilar articles, among the earlieſt ſpeci- 
mens of his wonderful ingenuity, The ſopha, 
(made under the immediate direction of Dr. Gra- 
ham, ) was conſtructed on the principle, and poſ- 
ſeſſed all the eſſæntial properties of his CELE3TIAL 
BED. 


The particular care with which the outer door 
of this andlum ſanctorum was ſecured, had been 
obſerved by the KIN S, in his ſurvey of the pre- 

miſes; 
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miſes; and excited in him an earneſt deſire to 
inſpect the interior of what he conceived to be 
the repoſitory of her ladyſhip's paraphernalia ; or 
at leaſt ſomething more ſoothing to his avidity 
for plunder, than whit he had already feen. But 
no acceſs being allowed to any of the family, the 
gratification of his curioſity on that ſubject was 
unavoidably ſuſpended, till a good dinner, and a 
few glaſſes of madeira, having quickened the mo- 
tion of Lady *#*#*******"g pulſe, —ſhe delivered 
to him the wiſhed-for paſsport to her Boudoir de 
Pamour, with a fender intimation that ſhe would 
ſoon follow him.—He received her commands 
with unaffeted pleaſure, and inſtantly haſtened 
to the rendezvous but with hopes and expecta- 
tions widely different from thoſe to which her 
ladyſhip meant to direct his thoughts. The rea- 
der muſt by this time be too well acquainted 
with the x1xc, to ſuppoſe that the ſenſations ex- 
cited by the voluptuous objects before him; or 
even the utmoſt gratification that enſued on her 
lady ſhip's arrival, either conſoled, or compenſated 
the diſappointment of his rapacity : for though a 
few. amorous adventures are recorded, and others 
hinted at in his journal, they appear without a 
ſingle exception to have been the mere reſult of 
vanity ; or, to have conſtituted an eſſential branch 
oi ſome predal ſpeculation. 

K k Being 
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Being ſenſible however on reflection that the 
dulics of the office, he now held in the dowager's 
ſervice, would probably require exertions to 
which his 2a/ural powers were unequal, he was 
extremely pleaſed at being provided with a ſti- 
mulus fo pleaſant, and /peedy in its operation ;— 
THOUGH NOT THE STIMULUS PRECISELY SUITED TO 
His TASTE : — and before Lady ******#* ax. 
rived he was ſufficiently reconciled to his diſ- 
appointment, to be in perfect uniſon with her 
ladyſhip, and to give her the proof ſhe wanted, 
that the air of her Bordo7r de P Amour had acted 
as efficaciouſly on his appetite, as on thoſe cf his 
numerous predeceflors. 


Before three wecks had elapſed it was evident 
to Lady *******#* that her plan of retirement 
was neither adapted to the humour or conſtitution 
of the KING, He had betrayed likewiſe ſome 
alarming ſymptoms of indifference, concerning 
the ſettlement of her affairs ; which (judging 
from a very erroncous eſtimate, both of his libe- 
raliry and ability) was in her expectation to have 
been the immediate recompence of her conde- 
ſcenſion ; for Lady ******#*## as not yet dif- 
poſed to admit, that time had in any degree di- 
miniſhed the value of her favors. She, therefore, 


preſſed 
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preſſed him with more than uſual earneſtneſs, on 
the ſubject of her embarraſsments. 


Emboldened by ſo fair an opportunity of bring- 
ing his ſpeculation to a teſt, he propoſed her al- 
ſigning to him her ativowy ; in order to his 
raiſing the ſum ſhe wanted by an annuity ; and 
to prove he had been more attentive to her con- 
cerns than ſhe ſeemed to imagine, - produced an 
aſſignment ready for execution ; which ſhe ſub- 
ſcribed without any appearance of doubt or he- 
ſitation; Auctoing from repeated experience, that 
her truſtees muſt be made parties to render ſuch 
an inſtrument efficient to any purpoſe but decep- 
tion: to which no man living was more capable 
of applying it with effect than the x1x6. Hav- 
ing no idea of this defect in the aſſignment, and 
being highly pleaſed with the ready acquieſcence 
of Lady ##+***+++ he. expreſſed his ſatisfaction 
in the ſuppoſed accompliſhment of his purpoſe, 
by an immediate advance of ſeventy pounds : 
taking however the Dowager's note at a ſhort 
date, by way of reconciling his prudence to ſo 
extraordinary an exertion of generoſity. The 
reſult of this conference was a mutual conviction, 
(in their private opinions) that each had com- 
pleatly duped the other; which very much con- 
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tributed towards keeping up their ſpirits, and 
good humour, for the remainder of the day. 


Lady **#***#**#** was, indeed, ſo charmed with 
the proſpect of being relieved from her incum- 
brances, that, nothing ine could deviſe, for the 
gratification, or amuſement of the kix, was 
omitted. Flattery, careſſes, and the moſt tender 
aſſiduities, were artfully employed to conciliate, 
and intercſt his vanity : and, to preclude the ap- 
proach of ennui, — filled the heavieſt intervals of 
ſeveral ſucceeding days, with an wnreſe;rved com- 
munication of the adventures, and occurrences of 


her life ; of which the following epitome is lite- 


rally ſtated from the journal of his predatorial 
Majeſty. 


« When women throw off the reſtraints of de- 
* cency, they generally become more abandoned 
« in their profligacies, than men. Lady * 
e **** a proof in point :—has related ſome of 
ce the principal incidents and events of her life. 
ce _—Occaiion may ariſe, to turn my knowledge of 
« them to account: Hus, therefore, muſt be 
« minutcd :—in reſpect of pariiculars, my imven- 
* 7721 Will be always ready, to ſupply the defects 
© of My MCinrys | 


— 


« Prefaced 
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« Prefaccd her detail, with a fatal inſtance of 


te family ſuſceptibility. —The manly beauty, and 
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amiableneſs of her uncle ;—inceſtuous frailty 
and fate of her mother :—cenſured with m- 
pathetic emotion, the unrelenting barbarity of 
her father; in dooming the dear unfortunate 
to perpetual immurement, for a mere fault of 
ber flars !—Conſequent neglect of her own 
education. Was confined to the ſociety and 
amuſements of the ſervants hall. Her extra- 
ordinary beauty. Received overtures of mar- 
riage at thirteen from the Earl of T—rc—l, 
and Lord *****, (afterwards Earl of ***#**#,) 
Accepted the latter, in obedience to her Fa- 
ther. Had not yet lcarnt to diſcriminate men; 
— would otherwiſe have rejected Lord“. E 
Her marriage. Became pregnant. — Learnt, 
during her pregnancy, to read and write! — 
Was a mother at fourteen.—Splendor of her 
cltabliſhment :—her preſentation at the caſtle, 
— Univerſal homage paid to her beauty. — 
Experienced new ſenſations ; — contemplated 
Lord ***** comparatively ; — ſelected for this 
purpoſe the handſomeſt and molt accomplithed 
cavaliers of the court: the reſult invariably 
unfavourable to Lord *****.-Hormie/s flirta- 


e tion, Remonſtrances. — Complaints; — jea- 
e louſics ;—quarrels.—She had not yet taſted the 


« forbidden 
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ce forbidden fruit. Their retirement to the coun- 
te try,— Birth of another child. -Was haunted 
« with terrifying reflections on the deſtiny of 
« her mother; — fearcd ſhe was born under the 
« ſame planct :—ſuppreſſed every ſymptom of 
« levity ;—conciliated Lord ***** with afefed 
« tenderneſs ;—Was really fond of her children. 
« Lord ***** was good natured ; ſenſible ; gene- 
rous :—loved her to exceſs: was every thing 
but handſome.—She prevailed on him, after five 
years abſence, to reviſit Dublin. — Maturity 
© had rendered her more charming.“ 


cc 


«© The arrival of a new vIctRovy ;—his conſiden- 
te tial ſecretary introduced at Lords. Ma- 
« ternal affection !—the fear of Lord ***** ! the 
« depiorable deſtiny of her mother !—and her 
% dread of perpetual immurement, were forgotten 
ce in the preſence of Mx. HamiLTon.” 


The KinG was here interrupted in minuting 
Lady s narrative by the arrival of a cou- 
rier from London, with the grievous intelligence 
that Mr. B-c—r had that morning obtained a 
virdict againſt him for fix hundred pounds. 


An application for a new trial, on the ſcore of 
exceſſive damages, was the only expedient that 
ſuggeſted to him any hope of relief: and of this 
he was almoſt inſtantly deprived, by learning 


from 
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from the meſſenger, who had given evidence at the 
trial, that his witneſſes had narrowly eſcaped be- 
ing committed ; and that the verdict was received 
with expreſſions of approbation, both by the judge 
and the audience. 


The natural fwweetne/s, and Benignily of the 
KING'S countenance, were too viſibly affected by 
this event, to eſcape the obſervation of Lady 
#++** ;—ſhe did not however obtain an explana- 
tion without much importunity : though unreluc- 
tant to the vileſt crimes, his pride was not eaſily 
brought to the confeſſion of a conviction. But 
this difficulty being conquered, the converſation 
that enſued produced a full diſcloſure of their 
reſpective ſituations, characters, and qualificati- 
ons to cach other. 


Having never before encountered a female, 
whoſe principles were ſo perfectly congenial with 
his own ;—whoſe praical knowledge was ſo ex- 
tenſive—or who poſleiled talents ſo convertible 
to his purpoſe, as Lady ***###### he deter- 
mined, at all events, to ſecure ſo valuable an 
aſſociate, by repudiating his vzBoR An; and confer- 
ring the title and prerogative of QUEEN CONSORT 
on her ladyſhip: a pre- eminence for which ſhe 
was indeed peculiarly qualified; being indiſputa- 
bly the /;/7, (both in rank and accompliſbments) 

among 
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among the female ſubjects of his PRTDATORTAL 
MAJESTY : the arrangement of this plan was how- 
ever, neceſſarily poſtponed by the more urgent 
buſineſs of the moment. 


He declared it impoſſible for him to continue 
any longer at ſo great a diſtance from London ; 
and equally impoſſible to exiſt without her lady- 
ſhip. Therc being of courſe but one remedy, 
they were ſet down the next day at a ready fur- 
niſhed houſe in Park Street, Groſvenor Square ; 
which had privately been hired in Lady ##** 
a, name, by the K1xc's direction. He 
did not forget on the following morning to pre- 
ſent the equipage he had provided (as before 
Hinted) at the dowager' s door; announcing its ar- 
rival by a ſervant in the livery of her family, 
whom ſhe had not before ſeen. 


December 24® 


When the firſt extacy, occaſioned by this agree- 
able ſurprize, had ſubſided ; and due compli- 
ments were paid to the conſummate taſte and 
gallantry of the x1xG : they took their ſeats in 
the coach,-and proceeded to Scotland Yard; to 
learn more particularly from his attorney generals 
the proceedings at the late unfortunate trial. 


Though 
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Though accuſtomed to the ſevercſt ſtrictures, 
and animadverſions of. counſel ;—and reconciled 
by frequent repetition, to the more reproachful 
cenſure of the court ; he could not hear, without 
manifeſt ſymptoms of horror, the report of his 
Attorney- general; which concluded, (in addition 
to what he had before heard) with the alarming 
intimation, That an indiftment for perjury was 
« recommended by the court.” 


Being too much agitated to rejoin Lady 
**#*#* he went on foot from this conference, with 
Mr. Priddle, to Albemarle ſtreet. His Greek 
aſſociates were aſſembled in full council on ſeve- 
ral paragraphs and letters, ſucceſſively inſerted 
in the St. James's Chronicle ; containing hints, 
injurious to their eſtabliſhment ;—and imperti- 
nent queries to the managers of the Opera, con- 
cerning the proprietor of his box; to which the 
eyes of the audience had conſequently been di- 
rected on the laſt night, during the intervals of 
the performance. 


He affected to diſregard this attack, and (for- 
getting at the moment his late rencounter with 
the printer of the General Advertiſer) under- 


took, without their interference, to adminiſter an 
L1 effectual 
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ctectua! q::1c/:5 to the printer of the St. Fames's 
Chronicle. 


ITaving ſatisſied them Ga this ſubject, they ac- 
quainted him with their proceedings, —and the 
produce of their operations in his abſence ; which, 
though far ſhort of his original eſtimate,—gave full 
provi of the ſkill and induſtry of the performers ; 
and convinced him that thing was wanted but 
proper comnany,—to ſatisfy the moſt exorbitant 
pacity. 


His next movement was towards Dean Street, 
where his buſineſs had barely defrayed the ex- 
pences of the office, and the ſupport of his fami- 
ly: for, having left Deborah, at his departure to 
Fulmer Heath, with a ſupply only of wo guineas, 
ne was obliged to have recourſe to his clerks, for 
the means ef providing neceſſaries; which ſhe 
coulu not have procurcd in a neighbourhood, on 
[1s credit. 


He was not, however, in a humour to feel 
much regret, at finding his clerks had been 
more at leiſure than uſual for the diſaſtrous re- 
ſult of his conflict with Mr. B— cr, had con- 
ſidcrably weakened his confidence in the predal 
ly ſtem, on v hich the Lulineſs of Dal effice was con- 

ducted; 
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ducted; and diſinclined him for the preſent, to a 
ſpecies of depredation, which, by furniſhing new 
ſubjects of apprehenſicn, might increaſe the bit- 
terneſs of his reflections, and render his tuation, 
if poſſible, more deſperate. From this time, 
therefore, to the middle of January, his talents, 
and attention, were almoſt wholly devoted to the 
buſineſs and concerns of the Albemarle Street aſ- 
ſociation. 


Convinced by the experience of that period, 
that the hints communicated through the St. 
James's Chronicle, had retarded their progreſs, 
and (1f continued,) muſt ſhake their eftabliſhment 
to its foundation, —he requeſted an audience of 
Mr. B—d— n; wiſely purpoſing, (on the mere 
ground of his being deceived,} to appeal to his 
candor for a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, till he ſhould 
be better informed on the ſubject ;—and to leave 
the reſt to chance. 

The «1xG is ſingularly acute on the i 7mpule 
of neceſſity, in deviſing meaſures and adapting re- 
medies to critical caſes: but this advantage (of 
which no man has greater or more frequent occa- 
ſion to avail himſelf) is rendered almoſt uſeleſs 
to its poſſeſſor, by a narrownels of ſpirit, and prin- 
ciple which added to extreme arrogance, and 

| LI 2 „„ 
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the influence of depraved habits ; ſcarcely ever 
ſuffer him to carry his beſt conceptions into exe- 
cution. : 


Such was preciſely his caſe with Mr. B—d—n, 
who, being merely actuated by his duty to the 
public; could not well have reſiſted his requeſt, 
if he had purſued his firſt idea. But pride, like 
an evil genius, urging him to uſe menace in- 
ſtead of mild remonſtrance,—and to aſſume KING. 
LY arrogance, u here modeſt deportment only could 
have ſerved his purpoſe ;—he received feeling proof 
that Mr. B-—d—n was as prompt to cor- 
rect inſolence—as the Printer of the General 
Advertiſer had been, on a ſimilar occaſion ; 
and was forced to retire under ſuch indignities; 
and expreſſions of contempt ; as no mortal could 
have paſſively endured, whoſe mind retained the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of manly ſpirit or ſenſibility. He 
had likewiſe the mortification to reflect that his 
ſituation with reſpect to the object of this inter- 
view, was rendered infinitely worſe, —by his im- 
politic, and abſurd conduct. 


His appearance at the Opera on the firſt night 
of its opening, after the Chriſtmas holidays, pro- 
duced pretty ſtrong indications that his box was 
{till an object of ſuſpicious curioſity, to a great 

part 
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part of the audience : and clearly proved that the 
circumſtances related by his Gretx confederates, 
at his return from the cottage ; were neither ex- 
agerated, nor miſconceived. The Opera box was 
conſequently ſtruck out of his Albemarle ſtreet 
eſtabliſhment, and advertiſed to be let. But no 
' perſon being hardy enough to undertake its puri- 
fication ; he agreed to ſhare it, for the remainder 
of the ſeaſon, with Mrs, C—b—IIl; who, being 
lately arrived from India, was neither acquainted 
with the x1nc's character, nor that of the Lady 
with whom ſhe was to be exhibited, in ſuch an 
objectionable, and conſpicuous point of view. 


Mrs. C—b—1l (as generally is the caſe with 
ladies who have reſided long in India) was poſ- 
ſeſſed of many valuable jewels, which never failed 
to make a part of her dreſs, when ſhe appeared 
at the Opera. On one of theſe occaſions, a Greek 
who accompanied the KING, became ſo deſperately 
enamoured of their brilliancy, as to determine; at 
all events, to gratify his inordinate defire, by gain- 
ing poſſeſſion of its object. The effects of this 
ſudden and outrageous paſſion were too viſible on 
the countenance of the Greek to eſcape the obſer- 
vation of the KING; whoſe frequent experience 
of ſimilar ſenſations, diſpoſed him to regard the 
ſtate of his companion's mind, with the moſt per- 

fect 


— - 


* 
* 
5 
9 4 x 
11.4 
=_—= r 
_ = 1+ 
o *4 , 
—_— ? 
La | 
—— #14 
oy 4 1 
=] = o 
_ „ pf 
4. _ 5 
8 
N 4 j 
f \ e 
1 * = 
= „ 
«> 7 44.1 
r „ » 
11 o 
1 4 
—_— "Wt 
4. 1 
TY 
« 3 #6 
of 
"Fl 
1 


= — 2 — — 


[298 :3 


fect /vmpathy ; and to encourage him with kind 
aſſurance of every poſſible aid, in the accompliſh- 
ment of his purpole. 


The reſult of his reflections on the ſpirit of en- 
terprize, ſo unexpectedly manifeſted by Mr. 5. 
was a reſolution to leave the arrangement of his 
ſcheme, (by way of experiment,) wholly to him- 
ſeif : and to engage no further in the execution of 
it, than merely to eſtabliſh his right to a ſhare of 
the prize / be ſucceeded ; or, to acquire a power 
of diſgracing, or deſtroying him at pleaſure, be 
failed. 


Mr. D being a native of Ireland, (where 
foſter- children are frequently regarded by their 
nurſes, and ſometimes by their huſbands, with 
greater affection than their own children,) was at- 
tended by his folter-father, in the two-fold capa- 
city of a ſervant, and a friend ; to whom his moſt 
important ſecrets were confided. Paddy, there- 
fore, was of courſe among the dramatis perſona, 
on the preſent occaſion. Their plot was ſimple ; 
and the part aſſigned to the KIxG as perfectly ac- 
commodcated to the line of conduct he had deter- 
mined to obſerve, as if the performance had been 
pP'anned, and the parts caſt by himſfelt. 


Preſuming 


E 


Preſuming on the certainty of ſucceſs, Mr. D— 
was impatient to commence his operations ;—but 
a young lady, who lived with Mrs. C bl, 
and had hitherto accompanied her to the Opera; 
having caſually mentioned, in the hearing of the 
K1NG, that ſhe was going to ſpend a fortnight 
with a friend in Hertfordſhire ; their project was 
poſtponed till the following week. 


The «1x6, whoſe conduct appears on all occa- 
ſions, to be ſagaciouily regulated by the circum- 
ſtances of the moment; became on a ſudden 
more than uſually aftiduous in his civility, and at- 
tention to Mrs. C——b Il; and as ſoon as 
her friend had left her, /7/;Zed on having (till ſhe 
returned,) the honor of ſetting her down fromthe 
Opera. After paying her this compliment on 
the 7wo ſucceeding nights, he was ſo perfectly 
convinced of the practicability of Mr. D—'s pro- 
ject, that the bird was fixed upon for the execu- 
tion of it. 


Mrs. C—b——1l as uſual joined the Royal 
party in their box; but was accompanied by a 
gentleman who arrived but that day from Scot- 
land: he was an officer of rank, and her near re- 
lation. TED 
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The appearance of a ſtranger at ſo critical a 
juncture, diſconcerted, and very much diſturbed 
the KING : for it was too late to adjourn their 
enterprize ; to make any alteration in their ar- 
rangement; or even to put Mr. D-— on his 
guard. He had therefore no relief from anxiety 
and apprehenſion, but in the hope that Mrs. C— 
b—I!l's friend would not return with her. 


Two ladies who came with the xx retired as 
had previouſly been ſettled, at ten o'clock. The 
carriage was ordered to return at eleven. At the 
concluſion of the entertainment he handed Mrs. 
C——b——1 to the coach, in which, to his great 
mortification, the gentleman likewiſe took his 
ſcat. The footman was diſmiſſed, and the coach- 
man ordered to James ftreci, Weſtminſter. 


Mr. D—, with his faithful Paddy, and another 
Iriſh friend, had taken their ſtand near the door 
that opens into that ſtreet, from the bird-cage 
walk ; which they kept ajar, to favour their retreat, 
if any accident ſhould intervene. 


As ſoon as the x1xc's carriage approached, 
two of the party ſtopped the horſes; while the 
other, (expecting the reſiſtance. only, that had 
been agreed upon, to ſave the credit of the xix c' 


valour 
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valour, and to guard him from gſuſpicion,) ad- 
vanced with an unloaded piſtol to the coach door. 
— Before he could explain his purpoſe, the Caledo- 
nian preſented himſelf and in a tone and ac- 
cent, unlike the well known voice of the kIxq, 
demanded his buſineſs ;—indicating at the ſame 
time, a determination to repel the attack ;—the 
ſignal of retreat was conſequently given ; and the 
aſſailants, retiring within the Park,—not only 
avoided. the probable event of an alarm ;. but, by 
ſhutting the door, precluded all poſſible means of 
immediate purſuit. 5 


The kING, who foreſaw the failure, and dread- 
ed the detection of their plot, through the unlucky 
intervention of Mrs. C—b—Ils friend; and had 
been thereby thrown into a ſtate of ſtupefaction; 
recovered his faculties of ſpeech and motion, as 
ſoon as their eſcape was aſcertained :—and, with 


a readineſs of thought, which he appears to poſ- 


ſeſs in a peculiar degree,—accounted for not ſe- 
conding the Colonel, in a ſituation of ſuch appa- 
rent danger, by declaring the aſſailants to be a 
party of ſheriffs officers ; and, that he conſidered 
their ſtopping his coach, to be a proof they were 
in ſearch of him. This explanation was admitted, 
and, from motives of miſapplied delicacy, no fur- 
ther notice was taken of the attack. | 


M m THE 
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Tu /ite of the Albemarle Street eſtabliſhment, 
being, in the x1NnG's opinion, materially changed, 
by diveſting it of an article, ſo important to its 
purpoſes, and ſo eſſential to its ſplendor, as an 
opera-box ; Hand the number of their beſt and moſt 
faſhionable viſitors, being greatly diminiſhed, by 
the frequent and pointed hints conveyed through 
various ncuspapers, concerning” the fraudulent 
practiſes, and profligacies of the decoy ; he deter- 
mined to extend the privileges .of admiſſion to 
perſons who were expreſsly precluded by his ori- 
ginal regulation. The apartments were there- 
fore opened, as well to thoſe who could boaſt nei- 
ther rank or fortune, as to the nobility, and gen- 
try, for whoſe accommodation alone they were in- 
tended. —Two clerks of an eminent army agent; 
an attorney of Soho ſquare ; and Mr. H 5. 
a half-witted linen-draper, of Bond ſtreet, were 
conſequently initiated; and very ſoon acquired 
an indiſputable right to be enrolled among the 
honourable and right honourable dupes of the 
decoy. | 


The KinG, however, was aware, from long 
| and 


„ 

and frequent experience, that no eſtabliſhment 
ſubſiſting by fraud and depredation, can long ſur- 
vive its expoſure to the prying eye of public curi- 
oſity and obſervation; than which nothing is 
more dreaded by the deſperate hordes of Swindlers, 
Sharpers, and Advertiſing Money-lenders, that in- 
feſt the metropolis and its vicinity. . He, there- 
fore, ſtrictly enjoined his confederates to neglect 
no means or opportunity of turning the preſent _ 
moment to advantage : by which the profits of the 
houſe might yet have riſen to an enormous 
amount, before the newspaper batteries could 
have driven them from their poſt : but their pro-. 
ceedings were brought to a ludicrous and abrupt 
concluſion, by an incident which no one of the 
parties had ſufficient effrontery to withſtand, for 
a ſingle day. 


J 


Among the perſons who availed themſelves of 
the privilege of admiſſion, extended by the new 
regulation to tradeſmen, and mechanics; was Mr. 
E. lle, a reputable «nder/aker, and cabi- 
net maker, who had the misfortune to become 
acquainted with Mr. Jack A—r—n, by fre- 
quenting the Cyprian hop, at which Jack 
officiated as maſter of Ceremonies. A few viſits 
compleatly diſencumbered him of every guinea he 
poſſeſſed, or could immediately procure ; but, hav- 
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ing. manifeſted a difpoſition to Seed freely, and 
further recommended himſelf to the proprietors, 
by ſuſtaining his ill fortune, without indicating 
any ſymptoms of narrow minded ſuſpicion, as 
many of his ſuperiors had done ; the want of ready 
money was no impediment to his proceeding : a 


debt of eighty guineas was conſequently added to 


his loſſes. 


Before the hour of aſſembling, on the next eve- 
ning, he had the good fortune to meet a gentle- 
man, whom he Knew only as a fellow ſufferer ; 
who gave him ſuch information, concerning the 
proprietors of the decoy, as convinced him they 
were a ſet of ſharpers, and had cheated him of his 
money. He, of courſe, determined to make his 
appearance no more at their parties. 


His abſence, after a few days, produced a viſit 
from Mr. A—r—n, and the KING; who faid their 
calling on him ſo ſoon, to requeſt the ſettlement 
of his account, was the mere conſequence of an al- 
toniſhing runof ill luck, which had perſecuted them 
for three ſucceſſive nights: and expreſſed great 
regret that he was not one of the perſons who had 
profited by their misfortune. Mr. L——lle 


pleaded in reply, the effect of his les; but af- 
ſured 
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ſured them, when his ability accorded with his in- 
clinations, they ſhould hear from him. 


The x1nc was too politic to pre/s him further, 
or to cavil at his reply : but, (ſhifting his ground,) 
obſerved that a great addition muſt be made to 
the furniture in Albemarle Street, which he might 
ſupply ; and propoſed his looking over the houfe 
for that purpoſe ; adding, he might ſend in any 
thing in his way, he ſhould think neceſſary. Mr. 
lle promiſed he would look in and the 
gentlemen wiſhed him a good day. He accord- 
ingly viewed the houſe, and began an eſtimate ; 
but recollecting how egregiouſly they had already 
duped him; and that his deb? bonour would af- 
ford a pretence for curtailing his accompt ; which 
they were not likely to forego; he threw away 
the pen, and turned his thoughts to the contri- 
vance of ſome other method of taking ſatisfac- 
tion :—having hit upon a ſcheme which pleaſed 
his fancy, and was practicable at a ſmall expence ; 
he informed the x 1Ns, that his order would be ex- 
ecuted in a few days. In the mean time, he com 
pleated five cofhns, which, with five halters, were 
conveyed, by a ſuitable number of porters, on a 
day appointed, to the door of the decoy ; each 
coffin being inſcribed, and the halter labelled 


with the name and office of a proprietor. 
„ 
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The proceſſion arriving at nine in the morning, 
the ſervants who had not long retired from their 
nightly toil, were in their firſt ſleep; it was there- 
fore a full hour before any perſon appeared. The 
fingularity of the proceſſion, as may well be ſup- 
poſed, attracted a great number of followers, 
who, when the coffins were ſet down, demanded 
of the porters an explanation of this extraordi- 
nary ſpectacle. . The porters were as ignorant as 
themſelves :—but the ſervants of the neighbour- 
ing houſes, who mixed with the croud, ſoon ſa- 
tisfied their curioſity reſpecting the purpaſes to 
which the houſe was appropriated, and the cha- 
racters of its occupiers: and having heard num- 
berleſs complaints of the frauds and impoſiticns 
practiſed upon their viſitors ; ſuppoſed this pro- 
ceeding related to, or was a conſequence of ſome 
robbery they had committed. The door being 
at length opened, the coffins, with their appen- 
dages, were depoſited in the drawing room; and 
the houſe minutely inſpected by ſeveral gentle- 
men, who ſuſpecting ſome fatal violence had taken 
place, inſiſted on being admitted. No dead bo- 
dies were found; nor indeed many living ones; 
for the KING, whole hours of retirement were de- 
voted to Lady ********* was too wary to leave 
either of his confederates in poſſeſſion of the premi- 
ſes ; but the implements of depredation, diſtri- 

buted 
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buted through the apartments, evinced, beyond 


a doubt, they were appropriated to every ſpe- 


cies of gaming: and the names inſcribed on the 
coffins, afforded a proof almoſt equal to demon- 
ſtration, that their eſtabliſhment was ſupported 
by unfair play. 


Such was the report made by the gentlemen 
to the people without ; who would inftantly have 
ſet to work on the houſe and furniture ; but were 
diverted from their purpoſe by an aſſurance that 
the houſe was let ready furniſhed ; and contained 
nothing that belonged to the tenants, but the im- 
plements of their nefarious trade ;—which being 
brought out were immediately demoliſhed, to the 
great ſatisfaction of the neighbourhood ; which 
was cleared as completely of the xIinG and his 
confederates by this ludicrous procedure, as if the 
whole gang had executed juſtice on themſelves, and 
been conſigned 7o the undertaker. 


January 23d. 1784. 


This ſudden failure of his ſheet anchor, at a 
moment, in which ſtorms were viſibly impend- 
ing from various points, affected the kING with 
dreadful ſenſations of alarm. The term had com- 
menced, and Mr. B-c—r was of courſe within 


three days of being entitled to final judgment 


On 
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a moment; - but Mr. W 
tion to expoſe himſelf to the ſervice of a writ of 
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on his verdict.—Invocations were devoutly ad- 
dreſſed to his oRMON :—but no ſource of hope ,— 
no flattering preſage of infernal aid being vouch- 
ſafed: he reſorted to the laſt experiment of egal 
chicane. A writ of error was ordered, and notice 
of taxing coſts required in due form, from Mr. 
B—c—r's ſolicitor ; who perfectly underſtood the 
motive of this proceeding ; and proved he was 
too expert in manceuvre to be taken by ſurprize. 


The required notice was however given, and 
his bill prepared for judicial inveſtigation :—the 
maſter attended, and the x16 was punctual to 
y, who had no inten- 


error, was employed to a better purpoſe for his 
client, than in wrangling tor ſix and eightpenny 
attendances, Inſtead of preſſing his claim, with 
the uſual vigour, and rapacity of rhe general claſs 
of attornies, he wiſely waved the whole of his coſts ; 
and ſucing out execution, proceeded with all poſ- 
ſible expedition to the x1xG's houſe ;—while the 
KING himſelf was waiting his arrival, and enjoy- 
ing, by anticipation, the pleaſure of his intended 
triumph, at the maſter*s office. 


Nothing could exceed the conſternation, rage, 


and mortification with which he was over- 
whelmed, 
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whelmed, on being convinced through ocular de- 
monſtration that his purpoſes were utterly fruſtrated 
by this admirable ſtroke of generalſhip ;—which 
he could not be perſuaded to credit on the firſt 
report, — having no conception that ſuch a ma- 


nœuvre was practicable, on the rules and princi- 
ples of Jaw !a#ics. | 


At a general meeting of his privy council on 
this, and other critical circumſtances of his ſitua- 
tion; it was unanimouſly determined, that a 
docket ſhould 'be ſtruck, and the ſpoil reſcued 
from Mr. Bcr by a commiſſion of bankrupt- 
cy :—and, before they broke up, the part of pe- 
titioning creditor was undertaken by Mr. Gr—n- 
AI; who, with Ab- m Sms, and Mr. Jack 
A—r—n, were declared aſignees elect. Under 

this arrangment he had the ſatisfaction, in leſs 
than ten days, to be announced in the gazette, 
and to ſee the poſſeſſion of his houſe and effects 
transferred from the Sheriff of Middleſex, to the 
Commiſſioners of Bankrupts. 


The removal of his family being now required, 
he placed them in a ſmall lodging in the pariſh of 
Lambeth ; and retired with the powacex, in dole- 
ful mood, to Fulmer heath ; leaving to his W 

b Nun the 
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the neceſſary proceedings towards getting his cer- 
tificate. 


. 
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Before the change of ſcene could have pro- 
duced any ſalutary effect on the xixnG's mind; 
or the perturbation occaſioned by the direful 
events of the preceding month, had in any de- 
gree ſubſided; his feelings were harraſſed with 
a zew, though not unzxpeted cauſe of vexation. 
On the 5th day of their retirement he received 
intelligence from his Old Bailey correfpondent, 
that a bill of indiTment was found againſt him on 
the proſecution of Mr. B—c—r, for WILFULL AND 
CORRUPT PERJURY : and a warrant ĩſſued to appre- 
hend him, on the motion of Mr. Roſe. 
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Though numerous indictments of the ſame kind 
had been preferred againft him at former peri- 
ods ; no caſe had ariſen in which his apprehenſi- 
ons were ever fo deeply impreſſed as in the pre- 
ſent. His mind was indeed fo debilitated by his 
late defeats and humiliations, that he reſolved, in 
a paroxy ſin of deſpondency, to throw himſelf upon 
the clemency of Mr. W- I- y; and actually haſ- 
tened for that purpoſe to town. His firſt con- 
cern, however, was to bail the inditment; for 
which he took care to provide, before he ventured 
to appear abroad. This point being accompliſh- 

ed, .. 
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ed, he proceeded to try the effect of his oratory 
on Mr. W—l—y. He approached him with de- 
ference and humility ; and addreſſed him in a 
ſtrain the moſt abject that guilt and cowardice 
could dictate: but failing in the eſſential argu- 
ment,—he pleaded with no other conſequence 
than contributing to the gratification, and ex- 
poſing himſelf to the ridicule, and contempt of 
his opponent. He returned, therefore, to the 
cottage with no other improvement in the ſtate 
of his affairs, than a temporary exemption from 
the viſit of a police meſſenger, or the official in- 
truſion of the conſtable of the diſtrict, 


Extraordinary diſpatch being uſed in fabricat- 
ing his certificate, he was gratified, before the 
middle of March, with an opportunity of reading 
to Lady **#*****##* an official notice of its allow- 
ance in the gazette; from which he took occaſi- 
on to obſerve that a ſtronger, or more unequivo- 
cal proof of his integrity !—or of the r2/pe# and 
eſteem of his creditors ! could not be given ; than 
the facility, and expedition, with which this im- 
portant inſtrument had been obtained : aſſuring 
her it would re-eftab/iſþ him in another month, 
and enable him to requite vengeance for the mor- 
tifications he had endured. But his frequent 
agitation, and the anxiety which continually 

Nn2 clouded 
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clouded his brow, evinced to her ladyſhip, that 
his proſpects were not in all reſpects ſo bright 
and promiſing, as he repreſented them ; regard 
therefore to her own intereſt and convenience, made 
her ſtill dread the final iſſue; and gave her an air 
of /olicitude which, appearing to the x1xG to be 
more expreſſive of alarm than ſympathy, he re- 
newed his aſſurances that all would be well, and 


Halcyon days infallibly ſucceed : nor did he ceaſe 
_ plying her with tender aſſiduities, and profeſſions, 


till every ſymptom of apprehenſion diſappeared : 
for both her /alents and alimony were rendered too 


important by the circumſtances of his ſituation, 


to be left a moment to the hazard of prudential 
meditations. 


Frequent intervals of leiſure, — the want of 
amuſement—and a deſire to divert the KING, in- 
duced the dowager to reſume the narrative of 
her adventures, which he minuced as before :— 
continuing his hints, from the introduction of 
Mr. Hamilton“ at Lord ****'s; an event which 
decided the deſtiny of her ladyſhip, and precipi- 
tated her through progreſſive ſtages of diſhonour, 
to the lamentable ſtate of infamy, and degrada- 
tion, into which ſhe had now plunged. 


The ſuppoſed author of Jux tus: to whoſe name the title 
of Single Speech was added, from his delivering ene of the beſt 
ſpeeches, that was ever heard, in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons ; 
(being his maiden ſpeech,) and never ſpeaking afterwards. 


Theſe 
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Theſe minutes as far as they relate to incidents 
or occurrences, that are not common in the hiſ- 
tory of every woman of pleaſure, will appear here- 
after. Details more eſſential to the purpoſe for 
which theſe Memoirs are ſubmitted to the pub- 
lic claim precedency, and require to be ſtated 
with as little interruption as poſſible. 


— 


TuE advertiſements of the «1xc's certificate, 
and of the ſale of his effects, conveyed the firſt 
intelligence of his bankruptcy to Mr. G——nt, 
from whom he obtained, on the recommendation 
of Mr. Jonx FrEEMaAN, as before ſtated, three 
hundred pounds.* Mr. G——nt having acquir- 
ed ſufficient knowledge of the x.1xG to ſuſpect his 
bankruptcy to be nothing more than a mere ma- 
nœuvre to accompliſh ſome fraudulent purpoſe, 
came to London. His ſuſpicion being confirmed 
by enquiry,—and having got intelligence of the 
KING'S retreat, he preſented himſelf at the cot- 
tage;—civilly requeſting the payment of his 
bond.— This application being made on the day 
his certificate was claimable, he knew it was too 
late for any impediment to be thrown in its way : 


* Vide Page 98. 
and 
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and not knowing it could be affected by any ſub- 
ſequent proceeding ; /neeringly referred him to 
his aſſignees ; hinting, at the ſame time, that the 
inveſtigation of his claim might lead to the diſco- 
very of circumſtances which, in point of prudence, 
ſhould be buried in oblivion ; he added likewiſe 
in concluſion, that he could not, as a man of Ho- 
nor and prebity with-hold any information that 
might tend to the benefit of his eſtate; and with- 
out waiting for a reply, turned upon his heel and 
retired. This inſolent, and ill-judged conduct 
was reſented, by the immediate lodgment of a 
petition for a review of the commiſſion; in which 
allegations, of great enormity, were ſet forth. 
Ihe firſt intimation of this proceeding having 
convinced the x1NG of his danger, and impreſſed - 
him with a bitter ſenſe, and repentance of his 
folly ;—he endeavoured by all poſſible means to 
ſooth, intimidate, or allure Mr. G- Ent to with- 
draw his petition : but found him alike deaf to 
threats, promiſes, and entreaties. An iſſue at 
law was eventually directed by the Chancellor on 
the allegations of the petition; in which a ver- 
dict was given on the cleareſt evidence, (collected 
from the croſs examination of the witneſſes for 
the commiſſion ;) © That the xING was neither in- 
debited to the petitioning creditor ; nor a trader, with- 
in the bankrupt laws ; but a COMMON SWINDLER, 

as 
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as the petition of Mr. G——t deſcribed him.“ The 


commiſſion was conſequently ſuperceded, by 
order of the court. 


It will naturally be preſumed that the ſum le- 
vied, was row transferred to Mr. Bcr; but 
the determinations of the law do not always ſe- 
cure the ends of juſtice, —The event of the quef- 
tion at iſſue, being uncertain, it was previouſly 
agrecd between the ſolicitor for the commiſſion ; 
the agent for Mr. B-c—r ; the petitioning cre- 
ditor, and the bankrupt that, whatever might 
be the event, the ſum levied ſhould be divided in 
certain proportions, among themſelves: and the 
di viſion was conſequently made, in ſtrict confor- 

mity to the terms of their agreement. 


The x1xc's reſpites from legal conflict were 
ſeldom of any long duration. The approach of 
the ſeſſions now called his attention to the in- 
dictment for perjury ; — Mr. W—l—y having 
refuſed his conſent, for its removal to the King's 
bench.—The Old Bailey had ever been the object 
of Kis averfion and terror ; which were infinitely 
incteafed by the hopeleſsneſs of his preſent caſe. 
He had turned his mind to the expedients of 
former occaſions ; and in vain had recourſe to the 
fertility of his invention for ſome new device. 
He was literally at his wit's end. 
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While he was in this dilemma, his So/zcitor ge- 
xcral requeſted an audience. The KxixG would 
have put him off. He preſſed to be admitted; 
his buſineſs he ſaid was urgent. The KINGS ad- 
vanced to the door; but a glimpſe of Mr. Robin 
ſon's countenance, convincing him that he had 
ſome new diſaſtcr to report, he returned to his 
ſeat. Mr. Robinſon entered ; and the door being 
ſhut, he aſked him haſtily what had happened. 


Robinſon. © Poor Tom Freeman, God help 
« him! is 
The King. * Dead, I ſuppoſe ;—but there's 
© nothing ſtrange, Maſter Robinſon, in a man's 
« dying. We muſt all die, you know, ſome time 
« or other. | 
Robinſon. © True, Sir, but Tom isn't yet dead. 
The King, « Then you've put on your fu- 
« neral face, Sir, too ſoon. But what am I to 
* underſtand ? 
Robinſon. © That your friend is in trouble. 
« He was apprehended this morning by Capt. 
k, who conducted him to Bow ſtreet ; 
« from whence, after a ſhort hearing, he was 
« committed for further examination to Tothill 
« fields; he will be brought up on Wedneſday, 
« and in the mean time be Adverii/ed. 
The King. You might well look aghaſt. 
; « This 


©. 


© This accident may have ſerious conſequences. 
« Have you any thing to ſuggeſt ? 

Robinſon. Nothing I fear to poor Freeman's 
** purpoſe ; for neither you or I can appear in his 
« behalf: and it may be as well, perhaps, that 
e vour attorney-general ſhould keep out of ſight. 

The King. Would you leave him to his fate? 

Robinſon. Not ſo, neither. He is timid, 
«and wants encouragement :—1if neglected, he 
may be acted upon to our prejudice. You have 
* heard of the new me/eor that has of late appeared 
e in our hemiſphere? 

The King. © You mean Mr. George Croſvley. I 
*« perfectly comprehend your idea, and will teſtify 
« my approbation by putting it inſtantly in prac- 
** rice. | ; 


Mr. Creſsley was conſequently engaged to at- 
tend Freeman at his next examination.—He diſ- 
played great addreſs; and, though many com. 
plainants appeared, would probably have ſucceed- 
cd for his admittance to bail, if a charge of forgery, 
on the Bank of Meſſrs. Croft and Co. had not 
come againſt him, at the inſtant the magiſtrates 
were deliberating, whether to admit him to bail, 
or not. The charge being clearly ſubſtantiated, 
he was committed for trial, without another ef- 
fort in his favour. : 

Oo The 
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The ſhock occaſioned by this fatal and uncx- 
peted detection, diveſted the kN of every 


mental reſource, and no hope of ſafety preſented 
itſelf, but i flight. | 


The firſt intelligence of theſe proceedings at 
Bow ſtreet, brought his a/orney-general to his 
aid; who, with Robinſon, and the new member of 
his privy council, entered into a full conſideration 
of the extreme danger, and exigency of his caſe. 
They totally diſapproved his withdrawing him- 
ſelf; but unanimouſly agreed, if he had any 
fear of what might come out in the proſecution 
of his friend; that his own trial, on the indict- 
ment for perjury, ſhould be put off at any expence : 
as the impriſonment that muſt neceſſarily follow a 
conviction, would ſubject him to the inevitable ne- 
ceſſity of meeting every poſſible conſequence, of 
being implicated, in the caſe of Mr. Freeman. 
Theſe reaſons applying too forcibly to the x1NG's 
feelings, to be reſiſted :—a proper application was 
made, and the trial poſtponed by conſent. It 
was concluded, however, that Robinſon being 
known to have taken an ave part in the forgery, 
ſhould go immediatcly to France. 


The K1xG had, on this occaſion, communicat- 
ed no more of his intentions, or inclinations, than 
| Was 
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was neceſſary to the buſineſs of the moment. He 
. ſtill retained a well founded opinion that a change 
of climate, was the remedy beſt ſuited to his 
caſe: and, both he and the dowager, were inde- 
fatigable, during the two following months, in 
preparing for that purpoſe. The fruits of their 
induſtry clearly evinced, that, * a coach is an im- 
« portant appendage to a ſtiliſb plan of depredation ;" 
—they experienced likewiſe that the addition of 
a coronet facilitated their negotiations, and pre- 
vented enquiries, which muſt have fruſtrated their 
artful, and impudent advances to obtain credit. 
Among the perſons faſcinated by the coach and 
coronets, was Mr. S—— of the Haymarket, a 
dealer in prohibited, and contraband goods; of 
which her ladyſhip obtained from him various 
articles, to the value of three hundred pounds, — 
accepting his draft at a month for the amount : 
but evaded the payment of it, under the un-Lapy- 
like ſubterfuge, / hat no action could be maintained for 
goods of that deſcription. The KING was equally 
ſucceſsful in paſſing off an annuity on the dowa- 
ger's alimony, which might at once have entered 
on the lift of his zad debls. The purchaſer 
was an eminent optician ; — the ſum raiſed, fix 
hundred pounds. Theſe acquiſitions, added to 
numberleſs others of leſs importance, obtained 
from tradeſmen of every denomination ; accumu- 
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was neceſſary to the buſineſs of the moment. He 
. ſtill retained a well founded opinion that a change 
of climate, was the remedy beſt ſuited to his 
caſe: and, both he and the dowager, were inde- 
fatigable, during the two following months, in 
preparing for that purpoſe. The fruits of their 
induſtry clearly evinced, that, © a coach is an im- 
« portant appendage to a ſtiliſb plan of depredation ;"* 
—they experienced likewiſe that the addition of 
a coronet facilitated their negotiations, and pre- 
vented enquiries, which muſt have fruſtrated their 
artful, and impudent advances to obtain credit. 
Among the perſons faſcinated by the coach and 
coronets, was Mr. S—— of the Haymarket, a 
dealer in prohibited, and contraband goods; of 
which her ladyſhip obtained from him various 
articles, to the value of three hundred pounds. 
accepting his draft at a month for the amount : 
but evaded the payment of it, under the un-LAbr- 
like ſubterfuge, / hat no action could be maintained for 
goods of that deſcription. The x1xG was equally 
ſucceſsful in paſſing off an annuity on the dowa- 
ger's alimony, which might at once have entered 
on the lift of his Zad debis, The purchaſer 
was an eminent optician ; — the ſum raiſed, fix 
hundred pounds. Theſe acquiſitions, added to 
numberleſs others of leſs importance, obtained 
from tradeſmen of every denomination ; accumu- 
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lated a property which, reckoned from the bills 
of parcels, &c. amounted, at the middle of Octo- 
ber eighty four, to upwards of thirteen hundred 
pounds. 


This interval was productive likewiſe of a piece 
of good fortune, which ſeemed to augur the return- 
ing favor of his Demon. 


A viſit from Mr. Drage, recalling to his recol- 
lection the purloinment of his letters, from the 
chancery office, by which he was extricated from 
a ſituation like that in which he now ſtood with 
Mr. B—c—r :—he propoſed a queſtion on the 
practicability of effecting any thing like it, in the 
preſent caſe. Aſſurances of honour and punctu- 
ality in rewarding them, were not forgotten ; 
which, (notwithſtanding his former failure) drew 
a promiſe from Drage, to confer with his colleague 
in that exploit ; and if any chance of ſucceſs ap- 
peared, to make the attempt. The filazer's office, 
in Pump court, being conſequently reconnoitred ; 
and the affidavit examined, for the purpoſe of ob- 
ſerving where the file was depoſited ; they in- 
formed the KixG that the ſcheme was fea/ible, 
but dangerous. 


His entreaties, backed with a ſolemn promiſe 
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of two hundred pounds on the ſucceſsful iſſue 
of their project, diſſipated their thoughts of dan- 
ger, and determined them to make the attempr. 
A favourable opportunity offered the ſame even- 
ing to force the office door ; which they accom- 
pliſhed with a fragment of a plough-ſhare,—got 
poſſeſſion of the affidavit, and eſcaped undiſcover- 
ed.—He made ſtrong efforts to evade payment of 
the reward, as in the former caſe; but being aſ- 
ſured they would reſtore his affidavit to the filazer 
if he deceived them, he laid down one hundred 
pounds; and having received the affidavit,—tore 
off the ſubſcription with his teeth ; and ſwal- 
lowed it,—as if, in revenge of the vexation, and 
expence it had occaſioned. ' 


The kiIN was too dependant on the breath of 
Freeman to omit any means of keeping him in 
ſpirits, and good humour. He had, therefore, 
lived ſumptuouſly; and been daily aſſured, * if 
« all other efforts and dependences failed, that gold 
cc ſhould mollify the rigour of the law, and in the 
te worſt event, ſecure his ſafety.” Deluded by the 
frequent repetition of theſe inſidious aſſurances; 
the day of trial arrived, without affecting him 
with ſufficient ſenſe, or apprehenſion of his dan- 
ger, to excite exertion: and when capitally con- 
victed, he retired from the court without any 
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doubt of being extricated through the manage- 
ment and addreſs of the KinG; who continued 
his attention to him, till the jurors delivered their 
verdict. But concluding him, from that mo- 
ment, 70 be dead in law, and incapable therefore 
of doing him any harm ;—he congratulated him- 
ſelf on the ſucceſs of his duplicity, and totally 
diſcontinuing both his ſervices, and civilities,— 
perfidiouſly abandoned his unfortunate friend, 
zo the rigeur of the law. 


This premature diſcovery of his baſeneſs, de- 
termined Freeman, if he could obtain a hearing, 
to unmaſk him ſtill further; and, perhaps, entitle 
himſelf to ſome favour, by offering the beſt atone- 
ment in his power, for the numerous frauds, and 
depredations, in which he had been concerned. 
He wrote, therefore, to Captain F , requeſt. 
ing to be favored with an opportunity of diſ- 
cloſing to him many particulars, relating to his 
own affair, and to other caſes, in which both the 
parties themſelves, and the public at large, were 
materially intereſted. He was, conſequently, vi- 
fited by perſons, appointed to receive his commu- 
nications : which, being thought ſufficiently im- 
portant, to entitle him to a mitigation of his pu- 
niſhment : his ſentence of death was changed, to 
that of ſclf-tranſportation, 


Before any proceedings were actually com- 
menced, on Freeman's application to Captain 
F , the circumſtance was publicly ſpoken 
of, and had reached the «1xG's ear. Having no 
reaſon to think his communications would be 
made with any delicacy, or regard towards him, 
Sand knowing what mu? be the conſequence, if 
an unreſerved diſcloſure was made ; — he ſet in- 
ſtantly about preparing ſor an immediate decamp- 


ment: and, in two days, he was on the road to 


Dover, with the Dow acts, her two children, and 
her favourite dog. 


The few hours allotted by the x1NG, to prepare 


for their departure, were employed chiefly in de- 


poſiting, with various pawn-brokers, the numer- 
ous articles her ladyſhip had collected in her 
ſhopping expeditions and in diſpe/ing of the pro- 
hibited and contraband goods, ihe obtained from 
Mr. S, which no pawnbroker would receive. 
The KIxG's impatience to be gone prevented 
their making a compleat clearance, either at the 
cottage, or the houſe in Park ſtreet, which were 
leſt, therefore, to the care of a Mr. M—llI—er, 
who had /onug had the honour of being her lady- 
ſhip's confidential agent, in critical circumſtances 
and ſituations. He was particularly enjoined, if 
any perſons of /u/picionus appearance, ſhould en- 
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quire on the day of their departure, or the day 
following, for the x iN; to leave every other con- 
cern, and purſue their route, till he ſhould over- 
take them, or learn they had embarked. Their 
Journey to Dover was accompliſhed with no other 
perplexity than, now and then, a falſe alarm, ex- 
cited by the K1NG's apprehenſion of being pur- 
 lued, 
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They were conducted, on their arrival, to a 
room which the dowager recollected to be the 
ſame in which the had formerly ſpent ſeveral days, 
with Lady G r: with whom ſhe was 
going to France, on a plan of /c:prrance, and eco- 
nomy,—the moſt romantic that ever was imagined, 
by two women of their deſcription : but while 
ſhe waited for the packet, they diſagreed in their 
choice of a reſidence. Lady G Ar propoſed 
St. Omers. Was eloquent in favour of retire- 
ment. Lady *******#=* having charged her opi- 
nion, propoſed to reconſider their plan. Each 
being tenacious, they were on the point of ſepa- 
rating. - Lady *******#* put a volume of her 
Treſſay de Verge into the hands of her companion, 
and left her to her mcditations. The doſe ope- 
rated. Lady G—-—-—r's imagination regained its 
natural warmth. She pcrceived that the air of 
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a Garriſoned tewn would beſt ſuit their conſtituti- 
ons ; apologized for her ſtupidity ; and proceeded 
with Lady ********* to LisLE. 


Her ladyſhip related this incident principally to 
divert the x1xG, not knowing he had any concealed 
cauſe of diſquiet, or alarm. But his mind was in too 
perturbed a ſtate to be amuſed by any thing leſs 
ſoothing, than the certainty of being out of 
danger: and to this end he ordered their baggage 
to be conveyed as expeditiouſly as poſſible to the 
Packet; meaning to follow it as ſoon as they 
could be received on board. 


It was ſome hours before he received the 
uſual ſummons, for the paſſengers to aſſemble, 
which he delayed not to obey. He approached 
the place of embarkation with fear and trembling, 
but had the good fortune to reach the Packet 
without encountering the dreaded interruption ; 
— which he aſſuredly would have done, if her 
getting under way, had been delayed but another 
hour: for ſhe had but juſt cleared the harbour 


when the captain was vociferouſly hailed by a 


police officer; and ſuppoſing him to be a paſſen- 
ſenger, would have fallen a-ſtern ; but the time- 


ly application of a few guineas prevailed on 


him to proceed; by which the officer was 
FÞ diſ- 
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iſappoi ed for the 
diſappointed, and the xinG. reſerv 
farther adventures and exploits related in the 


ſecond part of theſe Memoirs. 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 


© * 1 


va Cod RT OP KING's BENCE. 
[ KiNc . PaRrsons.—This was an ion for damages 
ſuſtained by the plaintiff, in conſequence of a libel ſo d by the do- 
| fendant, intituled, Anecdotes, &c, of his predatorial Mi jeſtx, 
the King of the Swviwllers,”” Mr, Erſkine and Mr. G17. w wer 
| for the plaintiff; Mr. Miugay for the defendant. The paſſige 
in the declaration was from the 1 number, deſcribing Mr. King's 
Io extraction, and ſubſequent elevation and degradation, The 
witneſſes proved that this libel applied to Mr. Joha King, late of 
Burlington- ſtreet, ſince of Baker-ttreet, and now of Vork - place. 
Lord Kenyon ſaid, juſtice mut be adminiſtered without reſpect of 
perſons, and if this libel went unpunithed, every other might. 
Verdi& for the plaintiff, "gol. 1 
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Page 20, l. 


23, l. 


ERRA TA. 


12, after houſe, read in Lamb's Conduit Street. 
9, for irre/table, read irreſiſtible. 

16, for brigiug, read bringing. 
5, for irreſſtable, read irre/itible. 

18, for his care, read my care. 
8, after determined, add him. 
4, for in, read into. 

10, for predatorial, read predatory. 

13, for five hundred, read five hundred and fifty. 
7, for eight hundred, read eight hundred and fifty. 
4, for enfamilla, read en famille. 


. 11, for purchaſing by, read by purchaſing. 


3, for birts, read filberts. 
19, for charged, read changed, 


